IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
CHAMPAIGN COUNTY, ILLINOIS 


GEORGE R. STANHOPE, SALLY STANHOPE, 
JEFFREY A. JARRETT, PAULA J. JARRETT, 
CONNIE L. BARROWMAN, ROBERTA. 
BARROWMAN, DARLA K. DEES, TODD H. 
LYKINS, GINA L. LYKINS, NAOMI CROW, 
KENNETH BRUEHL, MICHAEL R. KELLNER, 
JILL E. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER as next 
friend of L.R.K., a minor, JILL E. KELLNER as 
next friend of S.H.K., a minor, JILL E. 
KELLNER as next friend of H.D.K., a minor, 
HERB F. STAUFFER, LILY M. STAUFFER, 
KAREN G. STAUFFER, DUANE J. FOSTER, 
TERESA J. FOSTER, 

Plaintiffs, 

vs. 

THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE 
COMPANY, an Illinois corporation. 

Defendant. 
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) 

) 

) No._ 

) Jury Demand as to Law Counts 
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) 

) 

) 
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) 

) 

) 
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) 
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) 
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) 
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COMPLAINT AT LAW AND IN EQUITY 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, GEORGE R. STANHOPE, SALLY STANHOPE, JEFFREY A. JARRETT, 
PAULA J. JARRETT, CONNIE L. BARROWMAN, ROBERT A. BARROWMAN, DARLA K. DEES, TODD H. 
LYKINS, GINA L. LYKINS, NAOMI CROW, KENNETH BRUEHL, MICHAEL R. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER, 
JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of L.R.K., a minor, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of S.H.K., a minor, 
JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of H.D.K., a minor, HERB F. STAUFFER, LILY M. STAUFFER, KAREN G. 
STAUFFER, DUANE J. FOSTER, and TERESA J. FOSTER, by and through their attorneys, Spiros Law, 
P.C., and for their Complaint at Law and in Equity, complain against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS 
LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, and allege and state as follows: 



INTRODUCTION 


1. Plaintiffs complain, inter alio, of environmental contamination and polluting 
events caused by the conduct and acts of Defendant, who caused discharges of natural gas and 
other combustible gases and hazardous chemicals into the Mahomet Aquifer from an 
underground storage facility it operates located near Mahomet, Champaign County, Illinois. 
These discharges caused Plaintiffs and their property to be exposed to hazardous gases and 
chemicals and caused damage to the natural resources of the environment in and around 
Plaintiffs' properties, causing Plaintiffs to incur health exposures, loss of use and enjoyment of 
their property, property damage, loss of quality of life, emotional distress, financial losses, and 
other damages. 

ALLEGATIONS COMMON TO ALL COUNTS 
Parties 

2. Plaintiffs GEORGE R. STANHOPE and SALLY STANHOPE jointly own a home and real 
property located at 360 County Road 2700 North, Mahomet, Champaign County, Illinois, where 
they reside. These Plaintiffs are jointly referenced hereinafter as, "the STANHOPE Family." 

3. Plaintiffs JEFFREY A. JARRETT and PAULA J. JARRETT jointly own a home and real 
property located at 77 County Road 2500 North, Mahomet, Champaign County, Illinois, where 
they reside. These Plaintiffs are jointly referenced hereinafter as, "the JARRETT Family." 

4. Plaintiffs CONNIE L. BARROWMAN and ROBERT A. BARROWMAN jointly own a 
home and real property located at 369 County Road 2700 North, Mahomet, Champaign County, 
Illinois, where they reside. These Plaintiffs are jointly referenced hereinafter as, "the 
BARROWMAN Family." 
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5. 


Plaintiff DARLA K. DEES owns a home and real property located at 370 County 


Road 2700 North, Mahomet, Champaign County, Illinois, where she resides. 

6. Plaintiffs TODD H. LYKINS and GINA L. LYKINS jointly own a home and real property 
located at 302 County Road 2650 North, Mahomet, Champaign County, Illinois, where they 
reside. These Plaintiffs are jointly referenced hereinafter as, "the LYKINS Family." 

7. Plaintiff, NAOMI CROW, owns a home and real property located at 328 County 
Road 2800 North, Fisher, Champaign County, Illinois, where Plaintiff, KENNETH BRUEHL, resides. 
These Plaintiffs are jointly referenced hereinafter as, "the CROW Family." 

8. Plaintiffs MICHAEL R. KELLNER and JILL E. KELLNER jointly own a home and real 
property located at 2685 County Road 350 East, Mahomet, Champaign County, Illinois, where 
they reside with their minor children, L.R.K. (12 years old as of the date of filing), S.H.K. (10 years 
old as of the date of filing), and H.D.K. (5 years old as of the date of filing), and bring this action 
individually and on behalf of their minor children as parents and natural guardians. These 
Plaintiffs are jointly referenced hereinafter as, "the KELLNER Family." 

9. Plaintiffs HERB F. STAUFFER (84 years old as of the date of filing) and LILY M. 
STAUFFER (84 years old as of the date of filing) jointly own a home and real property located at 
2697 County Road 425 East, Mahomet, Champaign County, Illinois, where they reside; they also 
jointly own a home and real property located at 400 County Road 2700 North, Mahomet, 
Champaign County, Illinois, where Plaintiff, KAREN G. STAUFFER, resides. These Plaintiffs are 
jointly referenced hereinafter as, "the STAUFFER Family." 
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10 . 


Plaintiffs DUANE J. FOSTER and TERESA J. FOSTER jointly own a home and real 


property located at 401B County Road 2600 North, Mahomet, Champaign County, Illinois, where 
they reside. These Plaintiffs are jointly referenced hereinafter as, "the FOSTER Family." 

11. Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY (hereinafter, 
"Defendant PEOPLES GAS"), at all times relevant to this Complaint, was and is a natural gas 
provider and an Illinois corporation registered to do business throughout Illinois, with its 
headquarters and principal place of business located in Chicago, Cook County, Illinois. 

Background 

12. The Mahomet Aquifer provides fresh water to approximately 850,000 Illinois 
residents, including Plaintiffs. 

13. The Mahomet Aquifer is part of a complex water system known as the Mahomet 
Aquifer System. 

14. The Mahomet Aquifer System includes a shallower potable water source located 
in Champaign County known as the Glasford Aquifer. 

15. Defendant PEOPLES GAS owns and operates Manlove Field, an underground 
natural gas storage facility located in Champaign County, Illinois, wherein natural gas is stored 
below the Mahomet Aquifer. 

16. Defendant PEOPLES GAS transports natural gas via an interstate pipeline from 
Texas and other locations to Champaign County and injects it approximately 4,000 feet below 
the surface into a saltwater aquifer known as the Mt. Simon (hereinafter, "the storage stratum") 
for the sole purpose of storage. 
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17. Defendant PEOPLES GAS withdraws natural gas it has stored in Champaign County 


and transports it via intrastate pipeline to Chicago based on demand conditions for natural gas, 
mostly during winter months. 

18. None of the natural gas stored by Defendant PEOPLES GAS in Champaign County 
is distributed or used by consumers in Champaign County. 

19. The natural gas stored by Defendant PEOPLES GAS in Champaign County is located 
beneath approximately 27,500 contiguous acres. 

20. Defendant PEOPLES GAS owns only a small portion of the real property beneath 
which it stores approximately 36.5 billion cubic feet of natural gas. 

21. Most of the natural gas is stored beneath privately owned residential and 
agricultural property, including the aforementioned real property owned by Plaintiffs. 

22. In the 1950s and 1960s, Defendant PEOPLES GAS entered into contracts entitled, 
"Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease," with the various property owners who owned the 
property below which the natural gas is stored, including the predecessors in interest to the 
property owned by Plaintiffs. 

23. Defendant PEOPLES GAS, as part of its natural gas storage operation also operates 
approximately 153 injection/withdraw wells along with miles of associated interconnected 
pipelines, many of which are located on privately owned residential and agricultural property, 
including the aforementioned real property owned by Plaintiffs. 

24. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has easements, created by way of the aforementioned 
Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Leases, for the purposes of the aforementioned 
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injection/withdraw wells and pipelines that are located on privately owned residential and 


agricultural property. 

L. McCord #2 Blow-Out 

25. The L. McCord #2 is one of the injection/withdraw wells operated by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS located at 40.27749 N. Latitude and 88.38961 W. Longitude, in Mahomet, 
Champaign County, Illinois, which was drilled and installed in 1977. 

26. Upon information and belief, a leak caused by corrosion at the deep and middle 
locations of the L. McCord #2 developed many years ago, which caused natural gas and corrosive 
saltwater to leak from the storage stratum into shallower strata and also to fill the annulus of the 
well's shallower casings. 

27. Upon information and belief, the aforementioned leaked natural gas (and the 
corrosive bacteria it causes to form) and corrosive saltwater caused corrosion of the L. McCord 
#2 well's shallower casings. 

28. Upon information and belief, at some point prior to October 28, 2015, the L. 
McCord #2 well's shallower casings developed points of total corrosion, which began to leak 
natural gas and non-potable saltwater into the Mahomet Aquifer System as well as cause the 
buildup of pressure and/or natural gas in and around the well's shallower casings. 

29. Upon information and belief, on or about October 28, 2015, the L. McCord #2 
experienced a blow-out, which forced a very large amount of natural gas and non-potable 
saltwater from the storage stratum to be injected into the Mahomet Aquifer System, as well as 
cause a pressure event affecting the water level of the Mahomet Aquifer System. 
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30. 


Upon information and belief, the aforementioned blow-out occurred due to 


multiple points of total corrosion that created a conduit between the highly-pressurized storage 
stratum wherein Defendant PEOPLES GAS was storing natural gas and the shallow, low-pressure, 
strata/stratum that contains the Mahomet Aquifer System. 

31. Upon information and belief, following the blow-out event on or about October 
28, 2015, the L. McCord #2 continued to leak large amounts of natural gas and non-potable 
saltwater directly into the Mahomet Aquifer System and other strata from the storage stratum. 

32. The longstanding leak and ultimate blow-out at the L. McCord #2 caused a large 
amount of natural gas and non-potable saltwater to escape the storage stratum and leak into the 
Mahomet Aquifer System, contaminating drinking water for many area homeowners and 
farmers. 

33. According to a February 14, 2018, report by the Illinois State Water Survey 
entitled, "Anomalous groundwater pressure responses in the Mahomet aquifer near the 
Manlove Gas Storage Field," there was an unnatural water level event in the Mahomet Aquifer 
System near Manlove Field on or about October 28, 2015, where water levels rose unnaturally 
high in a very short period of time (up to 50 feet in some locations), indicative of a pressure event 
caused by a blow-out at the L. McCord #2. 

34. In 2017, Defendant PEOPLES GAS retained EN Engineering to compose a well 
assessment report that concluded the leak at the L. McCord #2 was ultimately caused by severe 
corrosion in multiple points and at multiple levels of the approximate 4,000-foot pipe running 
from the surface level to the storage formation. 


7 



35. The well assessment report by EN Engineering on the cause of the failure of the L. 


McCord #2 also concluded: 

a. Corrosion caused metal loss to the point of failure at 6 different locations along 
the piping for the L. McCord #2 well; 

b. A section of the pipe that included 2 of the 6 failure locations was preserved and 
analyzed, which demonstrated 8 different perforated holes in the metal caused 
by corrosion; 

c. Corrosion occurred because the production pipe runs 4,221 feet below the surface 
into a saltwater aquifer that is extremely saline and contains sulfate-reducing 
bacteria; and 

d. The method for cathodic protection (a technique used to control the corrosion of 
a metal surface by making itthe cathode of an electrochemical cell) that was being 
used at the L. McCord #2 used an insufficient amount of protective current. 

Peoples Gas' Inadequate Response To The Blow-Out 

36. On or about December 6, 2016, Defendant PEOPLES GAS, by and through one of 
its employees and agents, discovered gas bubbles percolating in a puddle of water at the surface 
level near the L. McCord #2 well. 

37. Upon information and belief, at no time priorto December 6, 2016, did Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS take any action at all in regard to the multiple leaks that were caused by extensive 
corrosion at the L. McCord #2, even though these leaks were ongoing for many years and the 
well had a major blow-out event that occurred on or about October 28, 2015, to such a degree 
that it changed the water level of the Mahomet Aquifer System by up to 50 feet. 

38. On or about December 14, 2016, Defendant PEOPLES GAS had a Vertilog Magnetic 
Flux Leakage Inspection test (hereinafter, "Vertilog test") performed on the L. McCord #2 that 
demonstrated that there were multiple (at least 6) failure locations along the metal piping of the 
well, including one at approximately the 660-foot depth (a depth where the Mahomet Aquifer 
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System is located), one at the 1,150-foot depth, one at the 3,440-foot depth, one at the 3,500- 


foot depth, one at the 3,550-foot depth, and one at the 3,600-foot depth. 

39. Upon information and belief. Defendant PEOPLES GAS made no attempt to 
contact any government agency to report the gas leak it discovered on December 6, 2016, until 
December 16, 2016. 

40. On or about December 16, 2016, Defendant PEOPLES GAS, by and through its 
employee and agent Mike Jouras, called the Illinois Emergency Management Agency's hotline 
and made an oral Hazardous Materials Incident Report, reporting that there was an "unknown" 
amount of "natural gas" leaked to the "air, ground" at a "fixed facility." 

41. The aforementioned statements on or about December 16, 2016 of Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS, by and through its employee and agent Mike Jouras, were misrepresentations 
because at the time they were made, it knew or should have known the following: 

a. That non-potable saltwater was leaked in addition to natural gas; 

b. That the leak occurred underground on private property and not at a fixed facility; 
and 

c. That the leak was into the Mahomet Aquifer System and not just to air and ground. 

42. On or about December 16, 2016, Defendant PEOPLES GAS, by and through its 
employee and agent Todd Duffield, made the following oral statements via telephone to the 
Illinois EPA: 

a. That it had discovered a "gas pocket" 500 feet below ground; 

b. That it would "reach out to [the Illinois Department of Natural Resources] to 
receive approval for gas release when they have a plan together"; and 

c. That "local monitoring at nearby [water] wells [was] underway and nothing found 
to date." 
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43. The aforementioned statements on or about December 16, 2016, of Defendant 


PEOPLES GAS, by and through its employee and agent Todd Duffield, were misrepresentations 
because: 

a. It never intended to seek the Illinois Department of Natural Resources' approval 
for gas release nor did it do so; 

b. It had not yet engaged in any monitoring of nearby water wells; 

c. It found "nothing" contaminating nearby water wells because it had not tested 
any nearby water wells; and 

d. Had it, in fact, done testing of nearby water wells, it would have found wide¬ 
spread contamination at very high levels. 

44. Upon information and belief. Defendant PEOPLES GAS voluntarily tested only one 
nearby water well as part of its initial response, which was not any of the Plaintiffs', on or about 
December 19, 2015. 

45. Upon information and belief, starting on or about December 19, 2016, and at all 
times thereafter. Defendant PEOPLES GAS, had actual knowledge that the drinking water from at 
least one residential water well was contaminated with its own gas. 

46. Starting on or about December 22, 2016, and at all times thereafter. Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS, by and through its employee and agent Thomas Davis, had written confirmation 
documenting its actual knowledge that the drinking water from at least one residential water 
well was contaminated with its own gas. 

47. Defendant PEOPLES GAS, even after having actual knowledge of contamination 
from the only nearby residential water well tested, failed to disclose this information to any 
government agency, nearby residents, or the public at large. 
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48. On or about January 13, 2017, Defendant PEOPLES GAS, by and through its 


employee and agent Shawn Bartels, filed a written Incident Report with the U.S. Department of 
Transportation Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration that contained the 
following written representations: 

a. That it released an estimated 39,000,000 cubic feet of natural gas from the storage 
stratum at the L. McCord #2 well site "in a formation at about 500ft deep"; 

b. That the gas was leaked only on "operator-controlled property" in the area of 
"belowground storage or aboveground storage vessel, including attached 
appurtenance"; 

c. That the incident involved a "pinhole" leak; 

d. That the Potential Impact Radius for the incident was "139 feet"; and 

e. That it had conducted a Cathodic Protection Survey on the L. McCord #2 in 2016. 

49. The aforementioned written statements on or about January 13, 2017, of 

Defendant PEOPLES GAS, by and through its employee and agent Shawn Bartels, were 
misrepresentations because: 

a. It knew or should have known at the time that it had released a much larger 
amount of gas than 39,000,000 cubic feet; 

b. It found gas contaminating the Mahomet Aquifer System, a groundwater source, 
not "a formation"; 

c. It discovered the leak at the L. McCord #2, which is located on an easement on 
private property and not on "operator-controlled property"; 

d. It had actual knowledge, including written confirmation, that the leak was not 
contained on its own property but had contaminated the drinking water found on 
the property owned by the FOX Family; 

e. It had actual knowledge that the corrosion that caused the leak was not a 
"pinhole," but that there were multiple (at least 6) failure locations, and that 
multiple holes had formed at each failure location, with holes as large as 2 3/8 
inches, based on observing the piping it removed in December 2016, and the 
results of the Vertilog test it conducted on December 14, 2016; 
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f. It had actual knowledge, including written confirmation, that it had contaminated 
the drinking water found on the property owned by the FOX Family, which is over 
12 times as far as "139 feet" from the L. McCord #2 well; and 

g. It had not conducted a Cathodic Protection Survey on the L. McCord #2 in 2016 or 
any other recent date. 

50. On or about January 23, 2017, Defendant PEOPLES GAS, by and through its 
employee and agent Mike Jouras, sent a written follow-up to the Illinois Emergency Management 
Agency in regard to its December 16, 2016, oral report which also failed to disclose that it had 
actual knowledge (confirmed in writing) that it contaminated a nearby water well. 

51. Starting on or about February 15, 2017, and at all times thereafter. Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS had written confirmation documenting its actual knowledge that the drinking water 
from at least two residential water wells were contaminated with its own gas. 

52. Defendant PEOPLES GAS, even after having actual knowledge of contamination 
from two nearby residential water wells tested, failed to disclose this information to any 
government agency, nearby residents, or the public at large. 

53. Starting on or about March 28, 2017, and at all times thereafter. Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS had written confirmation documenting its actual knowledge that the drinking water 
from at least four residential water wells were contaminated with its own gas. 

54. Defendant PEOPLES GAS, even after having actual knowledge of contamination 
from four nearby residential water wells tested, failed to disclose this information to any 
government agency, nearby residents, or the public at large. 

55. Starting on or about March 29, 2017, and at all times thereafter. Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS had written confirmation documenting its actual knowledge that the drinking water 
from at least five residential water wells were contaminated with its own gas. 
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56. Defendant PEOPLES GAS, even after having actual knowledge of contamination 


from five nearby residential water wells tested, failed to disclose this information to any 
government agency, nearby resident, or the public at large. 

57. On or about April 26, 2017, an impacted homeowner contacted the Illinois 
Department of Public Health and informed it that he had just learned that his drinking water had 
been contaminated by Defendant PEOPLES GAS. 

58. Upon information and belief, at no time between December 19, 2016 and April 
26, 2017, did Defendant PEOPLES GAS inform any government agency, nearby resident, nor the 
public at large that it had contaminated the Mahomet Aquifer System. 

59. The primary component of the natural gas stored at Manlove Field is methane, a 
greenhouse gas, which, according to the U.S. EPA, is (pound for pound) 86 times more damaging 
to the environment than carbon dioxide (CO 2 ). 

60. The blow-out at the L. McCord #2 caused a large amount of natural gas to escape 
into the air. 

61. On or about December 21, 2016, without seeking an air permit or water disposal 
permit from the Illinois EPA, and without notification to the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources, Defendant PEOPLES GAS started a venting operation at the L. McCord #2, which began 
venting at least approximately 1 million cubic feet of gas per day. 

62. Between about December 21, 2016, and March 21, 2017, Defendant PEOPLES GAS 
vented methane directly into the atmosphere in and around the homes of Plaintiffs. 

63. On or about March 21, 2017, the Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
performed an on-site inspection of the L. McCord #2 and learned for the first time that Defendant 
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PEOPLES GAS was conducting an unacceptable and unapproved venting operation of harmful 


greenhouse gases without permission or permit, and ordered it to stop immediately. 

64. On September 14, 2017, after the actual extent of the contamination and damage 
done to the Mahomet Aquifer System was brought to the attention of State regulators by 
impacted residents, the Illinois Department of Natural Resources issued a Notice of Violation 
against Defendant PEOPLES GAS for its illegal contamination and damage to the Mahomet 
Aquifer System, and ordered it to perform remediation of the contamination and damage caused 
by the blow-out. 

65. Upon information and belief. Defendant PEOPLES GAS will be unable to fully and 
completely remediate the contamination and damage done to the Mahomet Aquifer System by 
the L. McCord #2 blow-out. 

Peoples Gas' Statutory, Regulatory, Contractual, And Common Law Duties 

66. Defendant PEOPLES GAS obtained Permit No. 5000 dated November 18, 1977, 
from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources to drill the L. McCord #2, and has maintained 
it since that date as a licensed and regulated "Gas Storage Well" pursuant to the Oil and Gas Act, 
225 ILCS 725, et seq., and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources' Oil and Gas Act 
Regulations, 62 III. Adm. Code 240, et seq. 

67. Pursuant to 62 III. Adm. Code 240.1852(b), which incorporates the requirements 
of 62 III. Adm. Code 240.630(b), Defendant PEOPLES GAS was required to ensure at all times that 
the L. McCord #2 and all other injection/withdrawal wells were " maintained in a leak-free 
condition." 
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68 . 


Section 1.1 of the Oil and Gas Act, 225 ILCS 725/1.1, prohibits "waste," which 


Section 1 of the Oil and Gas Act, 225 ILCS 725/1, defines in pertinent part as: 

(2) permitting the migration of oil, gas, or water from the stratum in which it is found into 
other strata, thereby ultimately resulting in the loss of recoverable oil, gas or both; 

* * * 


(4) the unreasonable damage to underground, fresh or mineral water supply ... 

(5) The unnecessary or excessive surface loss or destruction of oil or gas resulting from 
evaporation, seepage, leakage or fire, especially such loss or destruction incident to or 

resulting from the escape of gas into the open air in excessive or unreasonable 
amounts... 

69. The Environmental Protection Act, 415 ILCS 5/3.165, defines "contaminant," as 
"any solid, liquid, or gaseous matter, any odor, or any form of energy, from whatever source," 
and Section 12(a) of the Environmental Protection Act, 415 ILCS 5/12(a), provides that it is 
unlawful to: 

Cause or threaten or allow the discharge of any contaminants into the environment in 
any State so as to cause or tend to cause water pollution in Illinois, either alone or in 
combination with matter from other sources, so as to violate regulations or standards 
adopted by the Pollution Control Board under this Act. 

70. Section 620 of the Illinois Pollution Control Board Public Water Supplies 

Regulations, 35 III. Adm. Code 620.301(a), provides: 

No person shall cause, threaten or allow the release of any contaminant to a resource 
groundwater such that: 

1) Treatment or additional treatment is necessary to continue an existing use or 
to assure a potential use of such groundwater; or 

2) An existing or potential use of such groundwater is precluded. 

71. The Illinois Criminal Code, 720 ILCS 5/47, et seq., makes it a criminal offense to 
create a public nuisance, which it defines as including: 
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To permit salt water, oil, gas, or other wastes from a well drilled for oil, gas, or 
exploratory purposes to escape to the surface, or into a mine or coal seam, or into an 
underground fresh water supply, or from one underground stratum to another . 720 
ILCS 5/47-5(13). 

72. Defendant PEOPLES GAS entered into written contracts entitled, "Gas Storage 
Grant - Oil and Gas Lease," with the predecessors in interest to the property owned by Plaintiffs, 
which provided in pertinent part: 

Grantee shall pay Grantors or their tenants, as their respective interests may appear, for 
all damages occasioned by the installation, operation, repair, maintenance, removal or 
replacement of any of said facilities . 


* * * 


Grantee shall, in the course of all operations in this Agreement authorized, use due care 
to protect Grantor's water supply . In the event it is demonstrated that a source of water 
supply presently used by Grantor is interrupted by Grantee's operation. Grantee shall 
provide an alternate source of water to Grantor for domestic and agricultural use during 
such period as Grantor's water supply is so interrupted. 

73. Defendant PEOPLES GAS had a duty to take reasonable precautions in the 
maintenance and operation of Manlove Field to prevent unreasonable risks of harm to others 
and others' property, including Plaintiffs. 

74. Defendant PEOPLES GAS had a duty to reasonably respond to any leaks or other 
unpermitted releases of natural gas and non-potable saltwater from Manlove Field to prevent 
unreasonable risks of harm to others and others' property, including Plaintiffs. 

75. Defendant PEOPLES GAS had a duty to take reasonable measures necessary to 
inform any person, including Plaintiffs, about any known contamination of said person's water 
supply and/or exposure to hazardous chemicals and combustible gas related to its ownership and 
operation of Manlove Field. 
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76. Defendant PEOPLES GAS had a duty to exercise ordinary and reasonable care to 


see to it that the L. McCord #2 well, which it had custody and control over, was reasonably safe 
and operating in a safe condition so as not to cause damage to those living in its vicinity and their 
property, including Plaintiffs. 

77. Defendant PEOPLES GAS had a duty to perform Mechanical Integrity Testing of its 
gas injection/withdrawal wells pursuant to reasonable gas and oil industry standards, which call 
for such tests on each well at least every five years. 

Peoples Gas' Negligent Conduct 

78. Defendant PEOPLES GAS failed to maintain the L. McCord #2 in a leak-free 
condition, in violation of 62 III. Adm. Code 240.1852(b) and 62 III. Adm. Code 240.630(b). 

79. Defendant PEOPLES GAS permitted natural gas and non-potable saltwater from 
the storage stratum to migrate into the Mahomet Aquifer System, in violation of 225 ILCS 
725/1(2). 

80. Defendant PEOPLES GAS permitted an unreasonable damage to the Mahomet 
Aquifer System, an underground fresh water supply, in violation of 225 ILCS 725/1(4). 

81. Defendant PEOPLES GAS permitted the leakage of natural gas that resulted in 
natural gas escaping into the open air in excessive or unreasonable amounts, in violation of 225 
ILCS 725/1(5). 

82. Defendant PEOPLES GAS caused water contamination to the Mahomet Aquifer 
System through the discharge of natural gas and non-potable saltwater from a licensed and 
regulated underground gas storage field, in violation of 415 ILCS 5/12(a). 


17 



83. Defendant PEOPLES GAS caused the release of natural gas into the Mahomet 


Aquifer System to the extent that treatment is necessary to continue Plaintiffs' existing use of 
this groundwater resource, in violation of 35 III. Adm. Code 620.301(a)(3). 

84. Defendant PEOPLES GAS caused the release of natural gas into the Mahomet 
Aquifer System to the extent that Plaintiffs' existing and potential use of this groundwater 
resource is now precluded, in violation of 35 III. Adm. Code 620.301(a)(3). 

85. Defendant PEOPLES GAS permitted gas and non-potable saltwater to escape to 
the surface, in violation of 720 ILCS 5/47-5(13). 

86. Defendant PEOPLES GAS permitted gas and non-potable saltwater to escape into 
an underground fresh water supply, in violation of 720 ILCS 5/47-5(13). 

87. Defendant PEOPLES GAS permitted gas and non-potable saltwater to escape from 
one underground stratum to another, in violation of 720 ILCS 5/47-5(13). 

88. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has damaged Plaintiffs' property through the release of 
natural gas and non-potable saltwater into their freshwater supply, in violation of the terms of 
the Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Leases. 

89. Defendant PEOPLES GAS failed to use due care to protect Plaintiffs' water supply, 
in violation of the terms of the Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Leases. 

90. Defendant PEOPLES GAS knew or in the exercise of reasonable care should have 
known that Manlove Field, specifically including the L. McCord #2, was operated and maintained 
in such a manner that a leak or other release of natural gas and/or non-potable saltwater was 
likely to occur. 
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91. Defendant PEOPLES GAS failed to perform Mechanical Integrity Testing of its gas 


injection/withdrawal wells pursuant to reasonable gas and oil industry standards, which call for 
such tests on each well at least every five (5) years. 

92. In April 1995, Defendant PEOPLES GAS performed its only Mechanical Integrity 
Test of the L. McCord #2 prior to the blow-out event, 18 years after it was put into operation in 
1977. 

93. From April 1995 until 2015, when the L. McCord #2 had a blow-out event, a time 
span of 20 years. Defendant PEOPLES GAS failed to conduct any Mechanical Integrity Testing of 
the L. McCord #2. 

94. Defendant PEOPLES GAS failed to perform Mechanical Integrity Testing of the L. 
McCord #2 after 1995, even though the results of the 1995 test showed significant corrosion, 
with up to 33% metal loss at certain points in the steel piping. 

95. Defendant PEOPLES GAS failed to perform Mechanical Integrity Testing of the L. 
McCord #2 after 1995, even though this well was constructed with bare, unprotected steel and 
Defendant PEOPLES GAS knew or should have known that the expected corrosion rate for bare, 
unprotected steel is generally approximately 10 miles per year. 

96. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has failed to implement reasonable measures to prevent 
natural gas leaks, demonstrated by a November 2016 survey of 76 of the injection/withdrawal 
wells it operates at Manlove Field, wherein 12 wells, 16% of those studied, had leaks of natural 
gas at the surface level. 

97. Defendant PEOPLES GAS failed to properly maintain a method for cathodic 
protection at the L. McCord #2 by not having a proper amount of protective current. 
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98. Defendant PEOPLES GAS failed to properly maintain records required for an 


effective method of cathodic protection by not keeping records of CP groundbeds, timelines of 
their installation or any revisions thereto. 

99. Defendant PEOPLES GAS failed to perform cathodic potential profile testing to 
determine levels of current on each well, including the L. McCord #2. 

100. Defendant PEOPLES GAS failed to properly perform wall loss data logging to 
determine current state of the integrity of its wells. 

101. Defendant PEOPLES GAS failed to have a corrosion monitoring program to track, 
trend and react to gas, liquid and corrosion rate sampling results and trends. 

102. Defendant PEOPLES GAS failed to properly disclose the extent of the 
contamination and damage done to the Mahomet Aquifer System to area residents, government 
regulators or affected homeowners and farmers. 

103. Defendant PEOPLES GAS failed to properly assess or investigate the extent, 
location or amount of the contamination, or who was affected by the large release of 
contamination, even after it was made aware of the fact of the contamination and that it had 
spread to nearby water wells. 

104. Defendant PEOPLES GAS hired a public relations firm to perform "crisis 
management," to deal directly with Plaintiffs and other affected homeowners in an effort to limit 
accurate and necessary information from becoming known to Plaintiffs and to the public at large. 

105. Defendant PEOPLES GAS failed to provide affected homeowners, including some 
Plaintiffs, with the laboratory gas analysis results on water samples taken from their homes, 
though it had promised it would do so. 
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106. Defendant PEOPLES GAS failed to promptly inform affected homeowners. 


including some Plaintiffs, about the laboratory gas analysis results on water samples taken from 
their homes. 


Contaminated Drinking Water 

107. The natural gas stored at Manlove Field is composed predominantly of methane, 
but also contains ethane, propane, iso-butane, n-butane, iso-pentane, n-pentane, and hexanes 
+. 


108. Methane is highly flammable and an asphyxiant in enclosed spaces. 

109. According to the U.S. Department of Interior, the risk of explosion due to methane 
dissolved in water in a residential home is greatest in a shower or near a clothes washing machine 
because explosion risk is increased in confined areas where water is exposed and aerated in large 
volumes. 

110. As such, the U.S. Department of Interior has adopted the following Recommended 
Action Levels for methane dissolved in water: 

a. Immediate Action at 28 ppm or greater : "A dissolved methane concentration 
greater than 28 mg/L indicates that potentially explosive or flammable quantities 
of the gas are being liberated in the well and/or may be liberated in confined areas 
of the home. This concentration of methane should result in immediate 
ventilation of the well head to the atmosphere. Additionally, methane 
concentration in excess of 28 mg/L may require further mitigation and 
modifications to the water supply system." 

b. Warning, Investigate at 10 ppm or greater: "When a dissolved methane 
concentration exceeds 10 mg/L, it should be viewed as a warning that gas is not 
only present but that the concentration may be increasing. Appropriate actions 
would be to warn the occupants. This warning should include information that the 
concentration of methane is above 10 mg/L, and that remediation may be prudent 
to reduce the methane concentration to less than 10 mg/L. Additionally, the 
warning should include a recommendation that ignition sources be removed from 
the immediate area." 
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111. The storage stratum is a saltwater aquifer that is non-potable because it is 


extremely high in sodium, chloride, magnesium, sulfate, iron, calcium, silica, hardness and 
dissolved solids. 

112. At all times relevant to this suit. Plaintiffs relied upon well water drawn from wells 
located on their property for drinking water and other domestic uses, such as bathing, cooking, 
washing and appliance operation. 

113. Upon information and belief, the blow-out at the injection/withdrawal well owned 
and operated by Defendant PEOPLES GAS contaminated the Plaintiffs' drinking water, property, 
and soil with natural gas and non-potable saltwater, including all of the aforementioned 
contaminates contained therein. 

114. Laboratory testing has demonstrated that the Mahomet Aquifer System that 
services Plaintiffs' water wells, including in and around Plaintiffs' properties, has been 
contaminated with extremely high levels of methane, up to 92 ppm, in addition to ethane, 
propane, iso-butane, n-butane, iso-pentane, n-pentane and hexanes + due to the release of 
thermogenic gas from Manlove Field. 

115. On or about October 20, 2017, Defendant PEOPLES GAS was ordered by a 
Champaign County Circuit Court in an action brought by the Illinois Attorney General's Office to, 
"immediately distribute and continue to distribute on a regular basis bottled water to any and all 
households whose water supply has been impacted." 

116. Prior to the aforementioned court order. Defendant PEOPLES GAS had not 
supplied any bottled water to any Plaintiffs. 
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117. At all times between October 20, 2017, the date the order was entered, and on or 


about December 21, 2017, Defendant PEOPLES GAS failed to provide and/or pay for bottled 
water requested by any Plaintiffs, a direct violation of the aforementioned court order. 

118. Defendant PEOPLES GAS continues to refuse to provide bottled water to the 
BARROWMAN Family. 

Stanhope Family 

119. Laboratory testing has demonstrated that the drinking water for the STANHOPE 
Family has been contaminated with methane and ethane, in addition to increased levels of iron 
and sodium. 

120. In or about October 2016, the STANHOPE Family noticed they were having 
problems with their drinking water, including its quality, taste and pressure, as a result of the 
contamination, though the contamination was not known to them at the time. 

121. Additionally, in or about 2017, the STANHOPE Family noticed they were having 
problems with their drinking water's smell, which was also a result of the contamination. 

122. In addition to the aforementioned domestic uses, the STANHOPE Family used well 
water drawn from a well located on their property for agricultural use, namely for a vineyard, 
and also for animal husbandry. 

123. At all times relevant hereto, the STANHOPE Family raised dogs for domestic use, 
and continue to do so today. 

124. The dogs owned by the STANHOPE Family will not drink their water as a result of 
the contamination. 
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Jarrett Family 


125. Laboratory testing has demonstrated that the drinking water for the JARRETT 
Family has been contaminated with methane and ethane. 

126. In or about 2017, the JARRETT Family noticed they were having problems with 
their drinking water, including its quality, taste and pressure as a result of the contamination, 
though the contamination was not known to them at the time. 

127. In addition to the aforementioned domestic uses, the JARRETT Family used well 
water drawn from a well located on their property for animal husbandry. 

128. At all times relevant hereto, the JARRETT Family raised dogs and cats for domestic 
use, and continue to do so today. 

129. The animals owned by the JARRETT Family will not drink their water as a result of 
the contamination. 

Barrowman Family 

130. Laboratory testing has demonstrated that the drinking water for the 
BARROWMAN Family has been contaminated with methane and ethane, in addition to increased 
levels of iron. 

131. In or about 2017, the BARROWMAN Family noticed they were having problems 
with their drinking water, including its quality, taste and pressure as a result of the 
contamination, though the contamination was not known to them at the time. 

Darla K. Dees 

132. Laboratory testing has demonstrated that the drinking water for DARLA K. DEES 
has been contaminated with methane and ethane, in addition to increased levels of iron. 
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133. In or about August 2017, DARLA K. DEES noticed she was having problems with 


her drinking water, including its quality, taste and pressure as a result of the contamination, 
though the contamination was not known to her at the time. 

134. In addition to the aforementioned domestic uses, DARLA K. DEES used well water 
drawn from a well located on her property for animal husbandry. 

135. At all times relevant hereto, DARLA K. DEES raised dogs, cats, chickens and turtles 
for domestic use, and continues to do so today. 

136. The animals owned by DARLA K. DEES will not drink her water as a result of the 
contamination. 

Lykins Family 

137. Laboratory testing has demonstrated that the drinking water for the LYKINS Family 
has been contaminated with methane, ethane and propane, in addition to increased levels of 
iron and sodium. 

138. In or about 2017, the LYKINS Family noticed they were having problems with their 
drinking water, including its quality, taste and pressure as a result of the contamination, though 
the contamination was not known to them at the time. 

139. In addition to the aforementioned domestic uses, the LYKINS Family used well 
water drawn from a well located on their property for commercial use, namely for a dog-breeding 
business, and for domestic animal husbandry. 

140. At all times relevant hereto, the LYKINS Family bred and raised dogs for 
commercial purposes and domestic use, and continue to do so today. 
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141. The dogs owned by the LYKINS Family will not drink their water as a result of the 


contamination. 

Crow Family 

142. Laboratory testing has demonstrated that the drinking water for the CROW Family 
has been contaminated with methane and ethane, in addition to increased levels of arsenic, iron, 
and sodium. 

143. In or about 2017, the CROW Family noticed they were having problems with their 
drinking water, including its quality, taste and pressure as a result of the contamination, though 
the contamination was not known to them at the time. 

144. In addition to the aforementioned domestic uses, the CROW Family used well 
water drawn from a well located on their property for animal husbandry. 

145. At all times relevant hereto, KENNETH BRUEHL raised a dog for domestic use, and 
continues to do so today. 

146. The animal owned by KENNETH BRUEHL will not drink his water as a result of the 
contamination. 

Kellner Family 

147. Laboratory testing has demonstrated that the drinking water for the KELLNER 
Family has been contaminated with methane and ethane, in addition to increased levels of 
arsenic and iron. 

148. In or about 2017, the KELLNER Family noticed they were having problems with 
their drinking water, including its quality, taste and pressure as a result of the contamination, 
though the contamination was not known to them at the time. 
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Stauffer Family 


149. Laboratory testing has demonstrated that the drinking water for the STAUFFER 
Family has been contaminated with methane and ethane, in addition to increased levels of 
arsenic and iron. 

150. In or about 2017, the STAUFFER Family noticed they were having problems with 
their drinking water, including its quality, taste and pressure as a result of the contamination, 
though the contamination was not known to them at the time. 

151. In addition to the aforementioned domestic uses, the STAUFFER Family used well 
water drawn from a well located on their property for agricultural use, namely for farming and 
animal husbandry. 

Foster Family 

152. Laboratory testing has demonstrated that the drinking water for the FOSTER 
Family has been contaminated with methane and ethane. 

153. In or about the summer of 2016, the FOSTER Family noticed they were having 
problems with their drinking water, including its quality, taste and pressure as a result of the 
contamination, though the contamination was not known to them at the time. 

154. In or about the summer of 2016, the FOSTER Family had plumbing work done and 
incurred a cost for this work. 

155. Sometime thereafter, but still in or about the summer of 2016, the FOSTER Family 
noticed that a water line from their water well was malfunctioning, which was a result of the 
contamination, though this was not known to them at the time. 
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156. Sometime thereafter, but still in or about the summer of 2016, the FOSTER Family 


had water well work done and incurred a cost for this work. 

157. In or about October 2017, the FOSTER Family had additional plumbing work done, 
and incurred a cost for this work. 

158. In addition to the aforementioned domestic uses, the FOSTER Family used well 
water drawn from a well located on their property for animal husbandry. 

159. At all times relevant hereto, the FOSTER Family raised a dog for domestic use and 
continue to do so today. 

160. The animal owned by the FOSTER Family will not drink their water as a result of 
the contamination. 

COUNT I - NEGLIGENCE (STANHOPE FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, GEORGE R. STANHOPE and SALLY STANHOPE, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count I of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

161. Plaintiffs, the STANHOPE Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

162. As a result of the aforementioned negligent acts and/or omissions, the drinking 
water for the STANHOPE Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants. 
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163. As a result of the aforementioned negligent acts and/or omissions, on or about 
October 28, 2015, there was a sudden, calamitous and/or dangerous event, a blow-out, that 
caused physical harm and property damage to the STANHOPE Family. 

164. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the STANHOPE Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

165. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the STANHOPE Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination 
of their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage to their water 
well system and physical damage to their plumbing. 

166. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, the 
STANHOPE Family have suffered and will continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, GEORGE R. STANHOPE and SALLY STANHOPE, pray this Court 
enter judgment against Defendant PEOPLES GAS in an amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars 
($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and proper. 
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COUNT II - STRICT LIABILITY FOR ULTRA-HAZARDOUS ACTIVITY (STANHOPE FAMILY vs. 

PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, GEORGE R. STANHOPE and SALLY STANHOPE, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count II of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

167. Plaintiffs, the STANHOPE Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

168. Defendant PEOPLES GAS engaged in an ultra-hazardous activity by owning, 
constructing, operating, managing and maintaining Manlove Field, a facility storing large 
amounts of flammable and explosive hazardous gases, chemicals, pollutants and contaminants 
in a natural formation approximately 4,000 feet below the Mahomet Aquifer System, which 
supplies fresh drinking water to approximately 850,000 people, including Plaintiffs. 

169. The business of Defendant PEOPLES GAS includes storing, receiving and providing 
natural gas, hazardous gases, chemicals, pollutants and other contaminants, and, thus, is 
inherently and unavoidably dangerous in that its very nature involves a high degree of risk of 
harm to others due to its flammable, toxic and repulsive qualities. 

170. The storage of billions of cubic feet of natural gas approximately 4,000 feet below 
a freshwater supply serving approximately 850,000 people using approximately 153 
injection/withdrawal wells is not a common activity. 

171. It is not appropriate to store billions of cubic feet of natural gas below a freshwater 
supply serving approximately 850,000 people, nor below land occupied for residential living. 
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172. There is no value at all to Plaintiffs' community in the storage of billions of cubic 


feet of natural gas below their properties and their freshwater supply by Defendant PEOPLES GAS 
because all of said natural gas is sold elsewhere and none is used to service their community. 

173. Defendant PEOPLES GAS' engagement in the aforementioned ultrahazardous 
activity caused the L. McCord #2 blow-out, and as a result the drinking water for the STANHOPE 
Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable saltwater and/or other 
chemical compounds and pollutants. 

174. The aforementioned blow-out occurred on or about October 28, 2015, and was a 
sudden, calamitous and/or dangerous event that caused physical harm and property damage to 
the STANHOPE Family. 

175. As a direct and proximate result of engagement in the aforementioned 
ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the STANHOPE Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer injury to their persons through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

176. As a direct and proximate result of engagement in the aforementioned 
ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the STANHOPE Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination 
of their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage to their water 
well system and physical damage to their plumbing. 
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177. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned 


ultrahazardous activities by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the STANHOPE Family have suffered and 
will continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, GEORGE R. STANHOPE and SALLY STANHOPE, pray this Court 
enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount 
in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and 
proper. 

COUNT III - RES IPSA LOQUITOR (STANHOPE FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, GEORGE R. STANHOPE and SALLY STANHOPE, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count III of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

178. Plaintiffs, the STANHOPE Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

179. A blow-out at an underground natural gas storage facility that releases a large 
amount of contamination into groundwater that affects homeowners miles away, as happened 
at the L. McCord #2, does not ordinarily occur in the absence of negligence. 

180. The aforementioned blow-out occurred on or about October 28, 2015, and was a 
sudden, calamitous and/or dangerous event that caused physical harm and property damage to 
the STANHOPE Family. 

181. Defendant PEOPLES GAS had the exclusive control of Manlove Field, including the 
L. McCord #2 well. 
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182. As a result of the aforementioned blow-out, the drinking water for the STANHOPE 


Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable saltwater and/or other 
chemical compounds and pollutants. 

183. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the STANHOPE 
Family have suffered and will continue to suffer injury to their persons through the ingestion of 
the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. 

184. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the STANHOPE 
Family have suffered and will continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the 
aforementioned contamination of their drinking water, contamination of their soil and 
landscape, physical damage to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing. 

185. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the STANHOPE 
Family have suffered and will continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, GEORGE R. STANHOPE and SALLY STANHOPE, pray this Court 
enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount 
in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and 
proper. 

COUNT IV - NEGLIGENT INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS (STANHOPE FAMILY vs. 

PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, GEORGE R. STANHOPE and SALLY STANHOPE, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count IV of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
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Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 


state as follows: 

186. Plaintiffs, the STANHOPE Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

187. Defendant PEOPLES GAS knew, or should have known, that its failure to exercise 
reasonable care in the maintenance of Manlove Field and the L. McCord #2 well, failure to have 
in place adequate protocols and procedures for public safety, and failure to properly notify those 
affected by the blow-out, including the STANHOPE Family, would cause severe emotional 
distress. 

188. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the STANHOPE Family suffered severe 
emotional distress and mental suffering and continue to suffer such distress. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, GEORGE R. STANHOPE and SALLY STANHOPE, pray this Court 
enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount 
in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and 
proper. 

COUNT V - PRIVATE NUISANCE (STANHOPE FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, GEORGE R. STANHOPE and SALLY STANHOPE, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count V of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 
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189. Plaintiffs, the STANHOPE Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 


160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

190. The aforementioned past, present, and continuing contamination by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS of the soil, air and groundwater on the property owned and occupied by the 
STANHOPE Family is a private nuisance because: 

a. It constitutes an unreasonable and substantial invasion of their interest in the use 
and enjoyment of their land; 

b. It is offensive physically to their senses and makes their life uncomfortable; and/or 

c. It is in defiance of the aforementioned State laws and regulations and defined as 
a public nuisance in the Illinois Criminal Code. 

191. The aforementioned past, present and continuing contamination by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS of the soil, air, and groundwater on the property owned and occupied by the 
STANHOPE Family is not a temporary violation, but ongoing, continuing, and likely permanent or 
nearly permanent. 

192. Plaintiffs, the STANHOPE Family, have been damaged as a direct and/or 
consequential result of the aforementioned nuisance by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home and property; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 
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f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

193. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the nuisance and then subsequently in responding to it, constituted fraud, actual malice, 
and/or deliberate violence or oppression to others, including the STANHOPE Family, and warrant 
an award of punitive damages. 

194. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the nuisance and then subsequently in responding to it, were willful and/or with such 
gross negligence as to indicate a wanton disregard of the rights of others, including the 
STANHOPE Family, and warrant an award of punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, GEORGE R. STANHOPE and SALLY STANHOPE, pray this Court 
enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount 
in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus punitive damages, costs, and for any other 
relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT VI - TRESPASS (STANHOPE FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, GEORGE R. STANHOPE and SALLY STANHOPE, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count VI of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
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Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 


state as follows: 

195. Plaintiffs, the STANHOPE Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

196. Defendant PEOPLES GAS trespassed by allowing natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants to leak from property it owned 
and/or maintained, namely the L. McCord #2, which entered and intruded upon the soil, air and 
groundwater on the property owned by the STANHOPE Family. 

197. This trespass to land continues to this day and is likely to continue into the future. 

198. Plaintiffs, the STANHOPE Family, have been damaged as a direct and/or 
consequential result of the aforementioned trespass by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system and physical damage to their plumbing; 
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h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

199. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the trespass and then subsequently in responding to it, constituted fraud, actual malice, 
and/or deliberate violence or oppression to others, including the STANHOPE Family, and warrant 
an award of punitive damages. 

200. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the trespass and then subsequently in responding to it, were willful and/or with such 
gross negligence as to indicate a wanton disregard of the rights of others, including the 
STANHOPE Family, and warrant an award of punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, GEORGE R. STANHOPE and SALLY STANHOPE, pray this Court 
enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount 
in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus punitive damages, costs, and for any other 
relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT VII - INJUNCTION (STANHOPE FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Equity 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, GEORGE R. STANHOPE and SALLY STANHOPE, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count VII of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

201. Plaintiffs, the STANHOPE Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 
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202. The STANHOPE Family have an interest in their right to have their soil, air and 


drinking water free from contamination from natural gas, non-potable saltwater and/or other 
chemical compounds and pollutants. 

203. Defendant PEOPLES GAS, through the aforementioned acts and/or omissions, 
contaminated the soil, air and drinking water on the property owned and occupied by Plaintiffs, 
the STANHOPE Family, with natural gas, non-potable saltwater and/or other chemical 
compounds and pollutants during the course of its operation of Manlove Field. 

204. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS in creating 
a private nuisance and/or trespass to the property owned and occupied by the STANHOPE Family 
through the contamination of their soil, air and drinking water with natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants was clearly wrongful and illegal. 

205. The STANHOPE Family will likely continue to be injured as a direct and/or 
consequential result of the aforementioned private nuisance and/or trespass by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS, including as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 
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g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

206. The STANHOPE Family have no other recourse to stop or limit the harmful damage 
being done by the continuing and ongoing trespass and/or nuisance by Defendant PEOPLES GAS. 

207. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has had other major leaks of natural gas into the 
Mahomet Aquifer System prior to the L. McCord #2 blow-out and is likely to have others in the 
future. 

208. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has continued to inject large amounts of natural gas into 
the ground across an approximately 27,500-acre area in Champaign County, including under the 
property owned by the STANHOPE Family, even though it has demonstrated over many years an 
inability to prevent the natural gas it is injecting into the ground from contaminating the 
Mahomet Aquifer System, the freshwater source used by the STANHOPE Family and many others. 

209. The STANHOPE Family will suffer substantial and irreparable injury in the absence 
of a permanent injunction enjoining Defendant PEOPLES GAS from injecting natural gas into the 
ground at Manlove Field. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, GEORGE R. STANHOPE and SALLY STANHOPE, pray this Court 
enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, permanently 
enjoining it from injecting natural gas - or any other harmful gas, chemical or fluid - into the 
ground in and around the area commonly known to it as Manlove Field. 
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COUNT VIII - BREACH OF CONTRACT (STANHOPE FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, GEORGE R. STANHOPE and SALLY STANHOPE, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count VIII of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

210. Plaintiffs, the STANHOPE Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

211. A document titled Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease was recorded with the 
Champaign County Recorder between Defendant PEOPLES GAS and Cleo F. Siegmund and Wilma 
Brunn, the predecessors in title of the property now owned by the STANHOPE Family, in Book 
668, Page 107, a true and accurate copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated herein as 
"Exhibit A." 

212. The terms and conditions of the aforementioned Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas 
Lease continue to be binding on both Defendant PEOPLES GAS and the STANHOPE Family. 

213. Defendant PEOPLES GAS continues to enforce the provisions of the 
aforementioned Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease in regard to the rights of the STANHOPE 
Family, namely through the exercise of the continued use of easements on their property with 
gas pipelines and/or subsurface gas storage. 

214. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease through the release of natural gas, non-potable saltwater 
and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants into the freshwater supply on the property 
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owned by the STANHOPE Family and upon which Defendant PEOPLES GAS owns, maintains and 


operates gas pipelines and/or stores gas. 

215. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease by failing to use due care to protect the freshwater supply on 
the property owned by the STANHOPE Family and upon which Defendant PEOPLES GAS owns, 
maintains and operates gas pipelines and/or stores gas. 

216. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease by failing to provide the STANHOPE Family with an alternative 
source of freshwater for domestic and agricultural use following its contamination of their 
freshwater source. 

217. The STANHOPE Family are entitled to recover from PEOPLES GAS for all damages 
reasonably foreseeable and arising from PEOPLES GAS' breach of its contractually required duty 
of care. 

218. The STANHOPE Family have been damaged as a direct and/or consequential result 
of the aforementioned breach of contract by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 
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f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, GEORGE R. STANHOPE and SALLY STANHOPE, pray this Court 
enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount 
in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), costs, and for any other relief as is just and 
proper. 


COUNT IX - RESCISSION OF CONTRACT (STANHOPE FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Equity 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, GEORGE R. STANHOPE and SALLY STANHOPE, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and, alternatively to Count VIII for Breach of Contract, bring Count IX 
of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE 
COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and state as follows: 

219. Plaintiffs, the STANHOPE Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

220. Plaintiffs, the STANHOPE Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 211 
through 216 of Count VIII as though fully set herein. 

221. The aforementioned breach of contract by Defendant PEOPLES GAS was a material 
breach of the terms of the contract. 
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222. Alternatively to the relief requested in Count VIII, the STANHOPE Family seek 


rescission of the aforementioned contract. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, GEORGE R. STANHOPE and SALLY STANHOPE, pray this Court 
enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, declaring the 
Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease between the parties is rescinded, entering an order for 
restitution for damages as a result of the material breach of said contract, and for any other relief 
as is just and proper. 

COUNT X - NEGLIGENCE (JARRETT FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, JEFFREY A. JARRETT and PAULA J. JARRETT, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count X of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

223. Plaintiffs, the JARRETT Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

224. As a result of the aforementioned negligent acts and/or omissions, the drinking 
water for the JARRETT Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants. 

225. As a result of the aforementioned negligent acts and/or omissions, on or about 
October 28, 2015, there was a sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event, a blow-out, that 
caused physical harm and property damage to the JARRETT Family. 

226. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the JARRETT Family have suffered and will 
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continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive 


and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

227. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the JARRETT Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination 
of their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage to their water 
well system and physical damage to their plumbing. 

228. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the JARRETT Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, JEFFREY A. JARRETT and PAULA J. JARRETT, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and 
proper. 

COUNT XI - STRICT LIABILITY FOR ULTRA-HAZARDOUS ACTIVITY (JARRETT FAMILY vs. 

PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, JEFFREY A. JARRETT and PAULA J. JARRETT, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XI of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 
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229. Plaintiffs, the JARRETT Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 


160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

230. Defendant PEOPLES GAS engaged in an ultra-hazardous activity by owning, 
constructing, operating, managing and maintaining Manlove Field, a facility storing large 
amounts of flammable and explosive hazardous gases, chemicals, pollutants and contaminants 
in a natural formation approximately 4,000 feet below the Mahomet Aquifer System, which 
supplies fresh drinking water to approximately 850,000 people, including Plaintiffs. 

231. The business of Defendant PEOPLES GAS includes storing, receiving, and providing 
natural gas, hazardous gases, chemicals, pollutants and other contaminants, and, thus, is 
inherently and unavoidably dangerous in that its very nature involves a high degree of risk of 
harm to others due to its flammable, toxic and repulsive qualities. 

232. The storage of billions of cubic feet of natural gas approximately 4,000 feet below 
a freshwater supply serving approximately 850,000 people using approximately 153 
injection/withdrawal wells is not a common activity. 

233. It is not appropriate to store billions of cubic feet of natural gas below a freshwater 
supply serving approximately 850,000 people, nor below land occupied for residential living. 

234. There is no value at all to Plaintiffs' community in the storage of billions of cubic 
feet of natural gas below their properties and their freshwater supply by Defendant PEOPLES GAS 
because all of said natural gas is sold elsewhere and none is used to service their community. 

235. Defendant PEOPLES GAS' engagement in the aforementioned ultrahazardous 
activity caused the L. McCord #2 blow-out and as a result the drinking water for the JARRETT 
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Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other 


chemical compounds and pollutants. 

236. The aforementioned blow-out occurred on or about October 28, 2015, and was a 
sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event that caused physical harm and property damage to 
the JARRETT Family. 

237. As a direct and proximate result of engagement in the aforementioned 

ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the JARRETT Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the Illinois EPA. 

238. As a direct and proximate result of engagement in the aforementioned 

ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the JARRETT Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination 
of their drinking water, contamination of theirsoil and landscape, physical damage to their water 
well system, and physical damage to their plumbing. 

239. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned 
ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the JARRETT Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, JEFFREY A. JARRETT and PAULA J. JARRETT, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and 
proper. 


47 



COUNT XII - RES IPSA LOQUITOR (JARRETT FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, JEFFREY A. JARRETT and PAULA J. JARRETT, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XII of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

240. Plaintiffs, the JARRETT Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

241. A blow-out at an underground natural gas storage facility that releases a large 
amount of contamination into groundwater that affects homeowners miles away, as happened 
at the L. McCord #2, does not ordinarily occur in the absence of negligence. 

242. The aforementioned blow-out occurred on or about October 28, 2015, and was a 
sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event that caused physical harm and property damage to 
the JARRETT Family. 

243. Defendant PEOPLES GAS had the exclusive control of Manlove Field, including of 
the L. McCord #2 well. 

244. As a result of the aforementioned blow-out, the drinking water for the JARRETT 
Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other 
chemical compounds and pollutants. 

245. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the JARRETT 
Family have suffered and will continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of 
the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the 
Illinois EPA. 
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246. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the JARRETT 


Family have suffered and will continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the 
aforementioned contamination of their drinking water, contamination of their soil and 
landscape, physical damage to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing. 

247. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the JARRETT 
Family have suffered and will continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, JEFFREY A. JARRETT and PAULA J. JARRETT, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and 
proper. 

COUNT XIII - NEGLIGENT INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS (JARRETT FAMILY vs. PEOPLES 

GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, JEFFREY A. JARRETT and PAULA J. JARRETT, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XIII of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

248. Plaintiffs, the JARRETT Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

249. Defendant PEOPLES GAS knew, or should have known, that its failure to exercise 
reasonable care in the maintenance of Manlove Field and the L. McCord #2, failure to have in 
place adequate protocols and procedures for public safety, and failure to properly notify those 
affected by the blow-out, including the JARRETT Family, would cause severe emotional distress. 
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250. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 


acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the JARRETT Family suffered severe emotional 
distress and mental suffering and continue to suffer such distress. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, JEFFREY A. JARRETT and PAULA J. JARRETT, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and 
proper. 

COUNT XIV - PRIVATE NUISANCE (JARRETT FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, JEFFREY A. JARRETT and PAULA J. JARRETT, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XIV of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

251. Plaintiffs, the JARRETT Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

252. The aforementioned past, present, and continuing contamination by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS of the soil, air, and groundwater on the property owned and occupied by the 
JARRETT Family is a private nuisance because: 

a. It constitutes an unreasonable and substantial invasion of their interest in the use 
and enjoyment of their land; 

b. It is offensive physically to their senses and makes their life uncomfortable; and/or 

c. It is in defiance of the aforementioned State laws and regulations and defined as 
a public nuisance in the Illinois Criminal Code. 
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253. The aforementioned past, present, and continuing contamination by Defendant 


PEOPLES GAS of the soil, air, and groundwater on the property owned and occupied by the 
JARRETT Family is not a temporary violation, but ongoing, continuing, and likely permanent or 
nearly permanent. 

254. Plaintiffs, the JARRETT Family, have been damaged as a direct and/or 
consequential result of the aforementioned nuisance by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home and property; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

255. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the nuisance and then subsequently in responding to it, constituted fraud, actual malice. 
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and/or deliberate violence or oppression to others, including the JARRETT Family, and warrant 


an award of punitive damages. 

256. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the nuisance and then subsequently in responding to it, were willful and/or with such 
gross negligence as to indicate a wanton disregard of the rights of others, including the JARRETT 
Family, and warrant an award of punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, JEFFREY A. JARRETT and PAULA J. JARRETT, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus punitive damages, costs, and for any other 
relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT XV - TRESPASS (JARRETT FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, JEFFREY A. JARRETT and PAULA J. JARRETT, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XV of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

257. Plaintiffs, the JARRETT Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

258. Defendant PEOPLES GAS trespassed by allowing natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants to leak from property it owned 
and/or maintained, namely the L. McCord #2, which entered and intrude upon the soil, air, and 
groundwater on the property owned by the JARRETT Family. 

259. This trespass to land continues to this day and is likely to continue into the future. 
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260. Plaintiffs, the JARRETT Family, have been damaged as a direct and/or 


consequential result of the aforementioned trespass by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

261. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the trespass and then subsequently in responding to it, constituted fraud, actual malice, 
and/or deliberate violence or oppression to others, including the JARRETT Family, and warrant 
an award of punitive damages. 

262. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the trespass and then subsequently in responding to it, were willful and/or with such 
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gross negligence as to indicate a wanton disregard of the rights of others, including the JARRETT 


Family, and warrant an award of punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, JEFFREY A. JARRETT and PAULA J. JARRETT, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus punitive damages, costs, and for any other 
relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT XVI - INJUNCTION (JARRETT FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Equity 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, JEFFREY A. JARRETT and PAULA J. JARRETT, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XVI of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

263. Plaintiffs, the JARRETT Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

264. The JARRETT Family have an interest in their right to have their soil, air, and 
drinking water free from contamination from natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other 
chemical compounds and pollutants. 

265. Defendant PEOPLES GAS, through the aforementioned acts and/or omissions, 
contaminated the soil, air, and drinking water on the property owned and occupied by Plaintiffs, 
the JARRETT Family, with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds 
and pollutants during the course of its operation of Manlove Field. 

266. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS in creating 
a private nuisance and/or trespass to the property owned and occupied by the JARRETT Family 
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through the contamination of their soil, air, and drinking water with natural gas, non-potable 


saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants was clearly wrongful and illegal. 

267. The JARRETT Family will likely continue to be injured as a direct and/or 
consequential result of the aforementioned private nuisance and/or trespass by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS, including as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

268. The JARRETT Family have no other recourse to stop or limit the harmful damage 
being done by the continuing and ongoing trespass and/or nuisance by Defendant PEOPLES GAS. 
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269. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has had other major leaks of natural gas into the 


Mahomet Aquifer System prior to the L. McCord #2 blow-out and is likely to have others in the 
future. 

270. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has continued to inject large amounts of natural gas into 
the ground across an approximately 27,500-acre area in Champaign County, including under the 
property owned by the JARRETT Family, even though it has demonstrated over many years an 
inability to prevent the natural gas it is injecting into the ground from contaminating the 
Mahomet Aquifer System, the freshwater source used by the JARRETT Family and many others. 

271. The JARRETT Family will suffer substantial and irreparable injury in the absence of 
a permanent injunction enjoining Defendant PEOPLES GAS from injecting natural gas into the 
ground at Manlove Field. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, JEFFREY A. JARRETT and PAULA J. JARRETT, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, permanently 
enjoining it from injecting natural gas - or any other harmful gas, chemical, or fluid - into the 
ground in and around the area commonly known to it as Manlove Field. 

COUNT XVII - BREACH OF CONTRACT (JARRETT FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, JEFFREY A. JARRETT and PAULA J. JARRETT, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XVII of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

272. Plaintiffs, the JARRETT Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 
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273. A document titled Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease was recorded, between 


Defendant PEOPLES GAS and G.E. Wisegarver, individually and as Trustee for the Estate of Smith 
Wisegarver, deceased, and Marion Wisegarver, the predecessors in title of the property now 
owned by the JARRETT Family, in Book 673, Page 523, a true and accurate copy of which is 
attached hereto and incorporated herein as "Exhibit B." 

274. The terms and conditions of the aforementioned Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas 
Lease continue to be binding on both Defendant PEOPLES GAS and the JARRETT Family. 

275. Defendant PEOPLES GAS continues to enforce the provisions of the 
aforementioned Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease in regard to the rights of the JARRETT 
Family, namely through the exercise of the continued use of easements on their property with 
gas pipelines and/or subsurface gas storage. 

276. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease through the release of natural gas, non-potable saltwater, 
and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants into the freshwater supply on the property 
owned by the JARRETT Family and upon which Defendant PEOPLES GAS owns, maintains, and 
operates gas pipelines and/or stores gas. 

277. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease by failing to use due care to protect the freshwater supply on 
the property owned by the JARRETT Family and upon which Defendant PEOPLES GAS owns, 
maintains, and operates gas pipelines and/or stores gas. 

278. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease by failing to provide the JARRETT Family with an alternative 
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source of freshwater for domestic and agricultural use following its contamination of their 


freshwater source. 

279. The JARRETT Family are entitled to recover from PEOPLES GAS for all damages 
reasonably foreseeable and arising from PEOPLES GAS' breach of its contractual-required duty of 
care. 


280. The JARRETT Family have been damaged as a direct and/or consequential result 
of the aforementioned breach of contract by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, JEFFREY A. JARRETT and PAULA J. JARRETT, pray this Court enter 


judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), costs, and for any other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT XVIII - RESCISSION OF CONTRACT (JARRETT FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Equity 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, JEFFREY A. JARRETT and PAULA J. JARRETT, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and, alternatively to Count XVII for Breach of Contract, bring Count 
XVIII of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND 
COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and state as follows: 

281. Plaintiffs, the JARRETT Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

282. Plaintiffs, the JARRETT Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 273 through 
278 of Count XVII as though fully set herein. 

283. The aforementioned breach of contract by Defendant PEOPLES GAS was a material 
breach of the terms of the contract. 

284. Alternatively to the relief requested in Count XVII, the JARRETT Family seek 
rescission of the aforementioned contract. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, JEFFREY A. JARRETT and PAULA J. JARRETT, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, declaring the Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease between the parties is rescinded, entering an order for 
restitution for damages as a result of the material breach of said contract, and for any other relief 
as is just and proper. 
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COUNT XIX - NEGLIGENCE (BARROWMAN FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, CONNIE L. BARROWMAN and ROBERT A. BARROWMAN, by and 
through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XIX of their Complaint at Law and in 
Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, 
allege and state as follows: 

285. Plaintiffs, the BARROWMAN Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 
through 160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

286. As a result of the aforementioned negligent acts and/or omissions, the drinking 
water for the BARROWMAN Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants. 

287. As a result of the aforementioned negligent acts and/or omissions, on or about 
October 28, 2015, there was a sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event, a blow-out, that 
caused physical harm and property damage to the BARROWMAN Family. 

288. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the BARROWMAN Family have suffered and 
will continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned 
offensive and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the Illinois EPA. 

289. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the BARROWMAN Family have suffered and 
will continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned 
contamination of their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical 
damage to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing. 
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290. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 


acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the BARROWMAN Family have suffered and 
will continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, CONNIE L. BARROWMAN and ROBERTA. BARROWMAN, pray this 
Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an 
amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is 
just and proper. 

COUNT XX - STRICT LIABILITY FOR ULTRA-HAZARDOUS ACTIVITY (BARROWMAN FAMILY vs. 

PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, CONNIE L. BARROWMAN and ROBERT A. BARROWMAN, by and 
through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XX of their Complaint at Law and in Equity 
against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege 
and state as follows: 

291. Plaintiffs, the BARROWMAN Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 
through 160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

292. Defendant PEOPLES GAS engaged in an ultra-hazardous activity by owning, 
constructing, operating, managing, and maintaining Manlove Field, a facility storing large 
amounts of flammable and explosive hazardous gases, chemicals, pollutants and contaminants 
in a natural formation approximately 4,000 feet below the Mahomet Aquifer System, which 
supplies fresh drinking water to approximately 850,000 people, including Plaintiffs. 

293. The business of Defendant PEOPLES GAS includes storing, receiving, and providing 
natural gas, hazardous gases, chemicals, pollutants and other contaminants, and, thus, is 
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inherently and unavoidably dangerous in that its very nature involves a high degree of risk of 


harm to others due to its flammable, toxic, and repulsive qualities. 

294. The storage of billions of cubic feet of natural gas approximately 4,000 feet below 
a freshwater supply serving approximately 850,000 people using approximately 153 
injection/withdrawal wells is not a common activity. 

295. It is not appropriate to store billions of cubic feet of natural gas below a freshwater 
supply serving approximately 850,000 people; nor, below land occupied for residential living. 

296. There is no value at all to Plaintiffs' community in the storage of billions of cubic 
feet of natural gas below their properties and their freshwater supply by Defendant PEOPLES GAS 
because all of said natural gas is sold elsewhere and none is used to service their community. 

297. Defendant PEOPLES GAS' engagement in the aforementioned ultrahazardous 
activity caused the L. McCord #2 blow-out and as a result the drinking water for the 
BARROWMAN Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, 
and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants. 

298. The aforementioned blow-out occurred on or about October 28, 2015, and was a 
sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event that caused physical harm and property damage to 
the BARROWMAN Family. 

299. As a direct and proximate result of engagement in the aforementioned 
ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the BARROWMAN Family have suffered and 
will continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned 
offensive and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the Illinois EPA. 
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300. As a direct and proximate result of engagement in the aforementioned 


ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the BARROWMAN Family have suffered and 
will continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned 
contamination of their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical 
damage to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing. 

301. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned 
ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the BARROWMAN Family have suffered and 
will continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, CONNIE L. BARROWMAN and ROBERTA. BARROWMAN, pray this 
Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an 
amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is 
just and proper. 

COUNT XXI - RES IPSA LOQUITOR (BARROWMAN FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, CONNIE L. BARROWMAN and ROBERT A. BARROWMAN, by and 
through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XXI of their Complaint at Law and in 
Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, 
allege and state as follows: 

302. Plaintiffs, the BARROWMAN Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 
through 160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

303. A blow-out at an underground natural gas storage facility that releases a large 
amount of contamination into groundwater that affects homeowners miles away, as happened 
at the L. McCord #2, does not ordinarily occur in the absence of negligence. 
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304. The aforementioned blow-out occurred on or about October 28, 2015, and was a 


sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event that caused physical harm and property damage to 
the BARROWMAN Family. 

305. Defendant PEOPLES GAS had the exclusive control of Manlove Field, including of 
the L. McCord #2 well. 

306. As a result of the aforementioned blow-out, the drinking water for the 
BARROWMAN Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, 
and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants. 

307. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the 

BARROWMAN Family have suffered and will continue to suffer injury to their person through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids defined as 
"contaminants" by the Illinois EPA. 

308. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the 

BARROWMAN Family have suffered and will continue to suffer physical injury to their property, 

including the aforementioned contamination of their drinking water, contamination of their soil 
and landscape, physical damage to their water well system, and physical damage to their 
plumbing. 

309. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the 

BARROWMAN Family have suffered and will continue to suffer diminution of value of their 
property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, CONNIE L. BARROWMAN and ROBERTA. BARROWMAN, pray this 
Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an 
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amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is 


just and proper. 

COUNT XXII - NEGLIGENT INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS (BARROWMAN FAMILY vs. 

PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, CONNIE L. BARROWMAN and ROBERT A. BARROWMAN, by and 
through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XXII of their Complaint at Law and in 
Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, 
allege and state as follows: 

310. Plaintiffs, the BARROWMAN Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 
through 160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

311. Defendant PEOPLES GAS knew, or should have known, that its failure to exercise 
reasonable care in the maintenance of Manlove Field and the L. McCord #2, failure to have in 
place adequate protocols and procedures for public safety, and failure to properly notify those 
affected by the blow-out, including the BARROWMAN Family, would cause severe emotional 
distress. 

312. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the BARROWMAN Family suffered severe 
emotional distress and mental suffering and continue to suffer such distress. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, CONNIE L. BARROWMAN and ROBERTA. BARROWMAN, pray this 
Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an 
amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is 
just and proper. 
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COUNT XXIII - PRIVATE NUISANCE (BARROWMAN FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, CONNIE L. BARROWMAN and ROBERT A. BARROWMAN, by and 
through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XXIII of their Complaint at Law and in 
Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, 
allege and state as follows: 

313. Plaintiffs, the BARROWMAN Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 
through 160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

314. The aforementioned past, present, and continuing contamination by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS of the soil, air, and groundwater on the property owned and occupied by the 
BARROWMAN Family is a private nuisance because: 

a. It constitutes an unreasonable and substantial invasion of their interest in the use 
and enjoyment of their land; 

b. It is offensive physically to their senses and makes their life uncomfortable; and/or 

c. It is in defiance of the aforementioned State laws and regulations and defined as 
a public nuisance in the Illinois Criminal Code. 

315. The aforementioned past, present, and continuing contamination by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS of the soil, air, and groundwater on the property owned and occupied by the 
BARROWMAN Family is not a temporary violation, but ongoing, continuing, and likely permanent 
or nearly permanent. 

316. Plaintiffs, the BARROWMAN Family, have been damaged as a direct and/or 
consequential result of the aforementioned nuisance by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home and property; 
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b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 


c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

317. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the nuisance and then subsequently in responding to it, constituted fraud, actual malice, 
and/or deliberate violence or oppression to others, including the BARROWMAN Family, and 
warrant an award of punitive damages. 

318. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the nuisance and then subsequently in responding to it, were willful and/or with such 
gross negligence as to indicate a wanton disregard of the rights of others, including the 
BARROWMAN Family, and warrant an award of punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, CONNIE L. BARROWMAN and ROBERTA. BARROWMAN, pray this 
Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an 


67 



amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus punitive damages, costs, and for 


any other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT XXIV - TRESPASS (BARROWMAN FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, CONNIE L. BARROWMAN and ROBERT A. BARROWMAN, by and 
through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XXIV of their Complaint at Law and in 
Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, 
allege and state as follows: 

319. Plaintiffs, the BARROWMAN Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 
through 160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

320. Defendant PEOPLES GAS trespassed by allowing natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants to leak from property it owned 
and/or maintained, namely the L. McCord #2, which entered and intrude upon the soil, air, and 
groundwater on the property owned by the BARROWMAN Family. 

321. This trespass to land continues to this day and is likely to continue into the future. 

322. Plaintiffs, the BARROWMAN Family, have been damaged as a direct and/or 
consequential result of the aforementioned trespass by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 
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e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

323. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the trespass and then subsequently in responding to it, constituted fraud, actual malice, 
and/or deliberate violence or oppression to others, including the BARROWMAN Family, and 
warrant an award of punitive damages. 

324. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the trespass and then subsequently in responding to it, were willful and/or with such 
gross negligence as to indicate a wanton disregard of the rights of others, including the 
BARROWMAN Family, and warrant an award of punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, CONNIE L. BARROWMAN and ROBERTA. BARROWMAN, pray this 
Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an 
amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus punitive damages, costs, and for 
any other relief as is just and proper. 
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COUNT XXV - INJUNCTION (BARROWMAN FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Equity 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, CONNIE L. BARROWMAN and ROBERT A. BARROWMAN, by and 
through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XXV of their Complaint at Law and in 
Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, 
allege and state as follows: 

325. Plaintiffs, the BARROWMAN Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 
through 160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

326. The BARROWMAN Family have an interest in their right to have their soil, air, and 
drinking water free from contamination from natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other 
chemical compounds and pollutants. 

327. Defendant PEOPLES GAS, through the aforementioned acts and/or omissions, 
contaminated the soil, air, and drinking water on the property owned and occupied by Plaintiffs, 
the BARROWMAN Family, with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other chemical 
compounds and pollutants during the course of its operation of Manlove Field. 

328. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS in creating 
a private nuisance and/or trespass to the property owned and occupied by the BARROWMAN 
Family through the contamination of their soil, air, and drinking water with natural gas, non- 
potable saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants was clearly wrongful and 
illegal. 

329. The BARROWMAN Family will likely continue to be injured as a direct and/or 
consequential result of the aforementioned private nuisance and/or trespass by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS, including as follows: 
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a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

330. The BARROWMAN Family have no other recourse to stop or limit the harmful 
damage being done by the continuing and ongoing trespass and/or nuisance by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS. 

331. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has had other major leaks of natural gas into the 
Mahomet Aquifer System prior to the L. McCord #2 blow-out and is likely to have others in the 
future. 


332. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has continued to inject large amounts of natural gas into 
the ground across an approximately 27,500-acre area in Champaign County, including under the 
property owned by the BARROWMAN Family, even though it has demonstrated over many years 
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an inability to prevent the natural gas it is injecting into the ground from contaminating the 


Mahomet Aquifer System, the freshwater source used by the BARROWMAN Family and many 
others. 

333. The BARROWMAN Family will suffer substantial and irreparable injury in the 
absence of a permanent injunction enjoining Defendant PEOPLES GAS from injecting natural gas 
into the ground at Manlove Field. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, CONNIE L. BARROWMAN and ROBERTA. BARROWMAN, pray this 
Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, 
permanently enjoining it from injecting natural gas - or any other harmful gas, chemical, or fluid 
- into the ground in and around the area commonly known to it as Manlove Field. 

COUNT XXVI - BREACH OF CONTRACT (BARROWMAN FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, CONNIE L. BARROWMAN and ROBERT A. BARROWMAN, by and 
through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XXVI of their Complaint at Law and in 
Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, 
allege and state as follows: 

334. Plaintiffs, the BARROWMAN Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 
through 160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

335. A document titled Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease was recorded, between 
Defendant PEOPLES GAS and Lulu Kuhns, the predecessor in title of the property now owned by 
the BARROWMAN Family, in Book 807, Page 82, a true and accurate copy of which is attached 
hereto and incorporated herein as "Exhibit C." 
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336. The terms and conditions of the aforementioned Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas 


Lease continue to be binding on both Defendant PEOPLES GAS and the BARROWMAN Family. 

337. Defendant PEOPLES GAS continues to enforce the provisions of the 
aforementioned Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease in regard to the rights of the BARROWMAN 
Family, namely through the exercise of the continued use of easements on their property with 
gas pipelines and/or subsurface gas storage. 

338. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease through the release of natural gas, non-potable saltwater, 
and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants into the freshwater supply on the property 
owned by the BARROWMAN Family and upon which Defendant PEOPLES GAS owns, maintains, 
and operates gas pipelines and/or stores gas. 

339. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease by failing to use due care to protect the freshwater supply on 
the property owned by the BARROWMAN Family and upon which Defendant PEOPLES GAS owns, 
maintains, and operates gas pipelines and/or stores gas. 

340. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease by failing to provide the BARROWMAN Family with an 
alternative source of freshwater for domestic and agricultural use following its contamination of 
their freshwater source. 

341. The BARROWMAN Family are entitled to recover from PEOPLES GAS for all 
damages reasonably foreseeable and arising from PEOPLES GAS' breach of its contractual- 
required duty of care. 
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342. The BARROWMAN Family have been damaged as a direct and/or consequential 


result of the aforementioned breach of contract by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, CONNIE L. BARROWMAN and ROBERTA. BARROWMAN, pray this 
Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an 
amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), costs, and for any other relief as is just 
and proper. 
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COUNT XXVII - RESCISSION OF CONTRACT (BARROWMAN FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Equity 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, CONNIE L. BARROWMAN and ROBERT A. BARROWMAN, by and 
through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and, alternatively to Count XXVI for Breach of Contract, 
bring Count XXVII of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS 
LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and state as follows: 

343. Plaintiffs, the BARROWMAN Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 
through 160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

344. Plaintiffs, the BARROWMAN Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 335 
through 340 of Count XXVI as though fully set herein. 

345. The aforementioned breach of contract by Defendant PEOPLES GAS was a material 
breach of the terms of the contract. 

346. Alternatively to the relief requested in Count XXVI, the BARROWMAN Family seek 
rescission of the aforementioned contract. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, CONNIE L. BARROWMAN and ROBERTA. BARROWMAN, pray this 
Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, 
declaring the Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease between the parties is rescinded, entering an 
order for restitution for damages as a result of the material breach of said contract, and for any 
other relief as is just and proper. 
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COUNT XXVIII - NEGLIGENCE (DARLA K. DEES vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COMES Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, by and through her attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and 
for Count XXVIII of her Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS 
LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, alleges and states as follows: 

347. Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, herein repeats and re-alleges paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

348. As a result of the aforementioned negligent acts and/or omissions, the drinking 
water for DARLA K. DEES has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, 
and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants. 

349. As a result of the aforementioned negligent acts and/or omissions, on or about 
October 28, 2015, there was a sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event, a blow-out, that 
caused physical harm and property damage to DARLA K. DEES. 

350. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, DARLA K. DEES has suffered and will continue 
to suffer injury to her person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the Illinois EPA. 

351. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, DARLA K. DEES has suffered and will continue 
to suffer physical injury to her property, including the aforementioned contamination of her 
drinking water, contamination of her soil and landscape, physical damage to her water well 
system, and physical damage to her plumbing. 
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352. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 


acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, DARLA K. DEES has suffered and will continue 
to suffer diminution of value of her property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, prays this Court enter judgment against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty 
Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT XXIX - STRICT LIABILITY FOR ULTRA-HAZARDOUS ACTIVITY (DARLA K. DEES vs. 

PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COMES Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, by and through her attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and 
for Count XXIX of her Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT 
AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, alleges and states as follows: 

353. Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, herein repeats and re-alleges paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

354. Defendant PEOPLES GAS engaged in an ultra-hazardous activity by owning, 
constructing, operating, managing, and maintaining Manlove Field, a facility storing large 
amounts of flammable and explosive hazardous gases, chemicals, pollutants and contaminants 
in a natural formation approximately 4,000 feet below the Mahomet Aquifer System, which 
supplies fresh drinking water to approximately 850,000 people, including Plaintiffs. 

355. The business of Defendant PEOPLES GAS includes storing, receiving, and providing 
natural gas, hazardous gases, chemicals, pollutants and other contaminants, and, thus, is 
inherently and unavoidably dangerous in that its very nature involves a high degree of risk of 
harm to others due to its flammable, toxic, and repulsive qualities. 
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356. The storage of billions of cubic feet of natural gas approximately 4,000 feet below 


a freshwater supply serving approximately 850,000 people using approximately 153 
injection/withdrawal wells is not a common activity. 

357. It is not appropriate to store billions of cubic feet of natural gas below a freshwater 
supply serving approximately 850,000 people; nor, below land occupied for residential living. 

358. There is no value at all to Plaintiffs' community in the storage of billions of cubic 
feet of natural gas below their properties and their freshwater supply by Defendant PEOPLES GAS 
because all of said natural gas is sold elsewhere and none is used to service their community. 

359. Defendant PEOPLES GAS' engagement in the aforementioned ultrahazardous 
activity caused the L. McCord #2 blow-out and as a result the drinking water for DARLA K. DEES 
has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other chemical 
compounds and pollutants. 

360. The aforementioned blow-out occurred on or about October 28, 2015, and was a 
sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event that caused physical harm and property damage to 
DARLA K. DEES. 

361. As a direct and proximate result of engagement in the aforementioned 
ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, DARLA K. DEES has suffered and will continue 
to suffer injury to her person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the Illinois EPA. 

362. As a direct and proximate result of engagement in the aforementioned 
ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, DARLA K. DEES has suffered and will continue 
to suffer physical injury to her property, including the aforementioned contamination of her 
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drinking water, contamination of her soil and landscape, physical damage to her water well 


system, and physical damage to her plumbing. 

363. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned 
ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, DARLA K. DEES has suffered and will continue 
to suffer diminution of value of her property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, prays this Court enter judgment against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty 
Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT XXX - RES IPSA LOQUITOR (DARLA K. DEES vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COMES Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, by and through her attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and 
for Count XXX of her Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT 
AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, alleges and states as follows: 

364. Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, herein repeats and re-alleges paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

365. A blow-out at an underground natural gas storage facility that releases a large 
amount of contamination into groundwater that affects homeowners miles away, as happened 
at the L. McCord #2, does not ordinarily occur in the absence of negligence. 

366. The aforementioned blow-out occurred on or about October 28, 2015, and was a 
sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event that caused physical harm and property damage to 
DARLA K. DEES. 

367. Defendant PEOPLES GAS had the exclusive control of Manlove Field, including of 
the L. McCord #2 well. 
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368. As a result of the aforementioned blow-out, the drinking water for DARLA K. DEES 


has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other chemical 
compounds and pollutants. 

369. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, DARLA K. DEES 
has suffered and will continue to suffer injury to her person through the ingestion of the 
aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the Illinois 
EPA. 

370. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, DARLA K. DEES 
has suffered and will continue to suffer physical injury to her property, including the 
aforementioned contamination of her drinking water, contamination of her soil and landscape, 
physical damage to her water well system, and physical damage to her plumbing. 

371. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the DARLA K. 
DEES has suffered and will continue to suffer diminution of value of her property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, prays this Court enter judgment against 

Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty 

Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT XXXI - NEGLIGENT INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS (DARLA K. DEES vs. PEOPLES 

GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COMES Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, by and through her attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and 
for Count XXXI of her Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT 
AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, alleges and states as follows: 
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372. Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, herein repeats and re-alleges paragraphs 2 through 160 


of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

373. Defendant PEOPLES GAS knew, or should have known, that its failure to exercise 
reasonable care in the maintenance of Manlove Field and the L. McCord #2, failure to have in 
place adequate protocols and procedures for public safety, and failure to properly notify those 
affected by the blow-out, including DARLA K. DEES, would cause severe emotional distress. 

374. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, DARLA K. DEES suffered severe emotional 
distress and mental suffering and continue to suffer such distress. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, prays this Court enter judgment against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty 
Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT XXXII - PRIVATE NUISANCE (DARLA K. DEES vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COMES Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, by and through her attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and 
for Count XXXII of her Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT 
AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, alleges and states as follows: 

375. Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, herein repeats and re-alleges paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

376. The aforementioned past, present, and continuing contamination by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS of the soil, air, and groundwater on the property owned and occupied by DARLA K. 
DEES is a private nuisance because: 
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a. It constitutes an unreasonable and substantial invasion of her interest in the use 
and enjoyment of her land; 

b. It is offensive physically to her senses and makes her life uncomfortable; and/or 

c. It is in defiance of the aforementioned State laws and regulations and defined as 
a public nuisance in the Illinois Criminal Code. 

377. The aforementioned past, present, and continuing contamination by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS of the soil, air, and groundwater on the property owned and occupied by DARLA K. 
DEES is not a temporary violation, but ongoing, continuing, and likely permanent or nearly 
permanent. 

378. Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, has been damaged as a direct and/or consequential 
result of the aforementioned nuisance by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of her home and property; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in her home; 

e. Injury to her person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to her person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to her property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
her drinking water, contamination of her soil and landscape, physical damage to 
her water well system, and physical damage to her plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to her property, including the aforementioned physical invasion 
to her drinking water and physical invasion to her soil and landscape; and/or 

i. Diminution of value of her property. 


82 



379. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 


creating the nuisance and then subsequently in responding to it, constituted fraud, actual malice, 
and/or deliberate violence or oppression to others, including DARLA K. DEES, and warrant an 
award of punitive damages. 

380. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the nuisance and then subsequently in responding to it, were willful and/or with such 
gross negligence as to indicate a wanton disregard of the rights of others, including DARLA K. 
DEES, and warrant an award of punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, prays this Court enter judgment against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty 
Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus punitive damages, costs, and for any other relief as is just 
and proper. 

COUNT XXXIII - TRESPASS (DARLA K. DEES vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COMES Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, by and through her attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and 
for Count XXXIII of her Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS 
LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, alleges and states as follows: 

381. Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, herein repeats and re-alleges paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

382. Defendant PEOPLES GAS trespassed by allowing natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants to leak from property it owned 
and/or maintained, namely the L. McCord #2, which entered and intrude upon the soil, air, and 
groundwater on the property owned by DARLA K. DEES. 
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383. This trespass to land continues to this day and is likely to continue into the future. 

384. Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, has been damaged as a direct and/or consequential 
result of the aforementioned trespass by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of her home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to her person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to her person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to her property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of her soil and landscape, physical damage to 
her water well system, and physical damage to her plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to her property, including the aforementioned physical invasion 
to her drinking water and physical invasion to her soil and landscape; and/or 

i. Diminution of value of her property. 

385. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the trespass and then subsequently in responding to it, constituted fraud, actual malice, 
and/or deliberate violence or oppression to others, including DARLA K. DEES, and warrant an 
award of punitive damages. 

386. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the trespass and then subsequently in responding to it, were willful and/or with such 
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gross negligence as to indicate a wanton disregard of the rights of others, including DARLA K. 


DEES, and warrant an award of punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, prays this Court enter judgment against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty 
Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus punitive damages, costs, and for any other relief as is just 
and proper. 

COUNT XXXIV - INJUNCTION (DARLA K. DEES vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Equity 

NOW COMES Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, by and through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., 
and for Count XXXIV of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS 
LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, alleges and states as follows: 

387. Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, herein repeats and re-alleges paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

388. DARLA K. DEES has an interest in her right to have her soil, air, and drinking water 
free from contamination from natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other chemical 
compounds and pollutants. 

389. Defendant PEOPLES GAS, through the aforementioned acts and/or omissions, 
contaminated the soil, air, and drinking water on the property owned and occupied by Plaintiff, 
DARLA K. DEES, with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and 
pollutants during the course of its operation of Manlove Field. 

390. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS in creating 
a private nuisance and/or trespass to the property owned and occupied by DARLA K. DEES 
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through the contamination of her soil, air, and drinking water with natural gas, non-potable 


saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants was clearly wrongful and illegal. 

391. DARLA K. DEES will likely continue to be injured as a direct and/or consequential 
result of the aforementioned private nuisance and/or trespass by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, 
including as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of her home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to her person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to her person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to her property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
her drinking water, contamination of her soil and landscape, physical damage to 
her water well system, and physical damage to her plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to her property, including the aforementioned physical invasion 
to her drinking water and physical invasion to her soil and landscape; and/or 

i. Diminution of value of her property. 

392. DARLA K. DEES has no other recourse to stop or limit the harmful damage being 
done by the continuing and ongoing trespass and/or nuisance by Defendant PEOPLES GAS. 
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393. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has had other major leaks of natural gas into the 


Mahomet Aquifer System prior to the L. McCord #2 blow-out and is likely to have others in the 
future. 

394. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has continued to inject large amounts of natural gas into 
the ground across an approximately 27,500-acre area in Champaign County, including under the 
property owned by DARLA K. DEES, even though it has demonstrated over many years an inability 
to prevent the natural gas it is injecting into the ground from contaminating the Mahomet 
Aquifer System, the freshwater source used by DARLA K. DEES and many others. 

395. DARLA K. DEES will suffer substantial and irreparable injury in the absence of a 
permanent injunction enjoining Defendant PEOPLES GAS from injecting natural gas into the 
ground at Manlove Field. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, prays this Court enter judgment against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, permanently enjoining it from 
injecting natural gas - or any other harmful gas, chemical, or fluid - into the ground in and around 
the area commonly known to it as Manlove Field. 

COUNT XXXV - BREACH OF CONTRACT (DARLA K. DEES vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COMES Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, by and through her attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and 
for Count XXXV of her Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT 
AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, alleges and states as follows: 

396. Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, herein repeats and re-alleges paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 
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397. A document titled Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease was recorded, between 


Defendant PEOPLES GAS and Cleo F. Siegmund and Wilma Brunn, the predecessors in title of the 
property now owned by DARLA K. DEES, in Book 668, 107, a true and accurate copy of which is 
attached hereto and incorporated herein as "Exhibit A." 

398. The terms and conditions of the aforementioned Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas 
Lease continue to be binding on both Defendant PEOPLES GAS and DARLA K. DEES. 

399. Defendant PEOPLES GAS continues to enforce the provisions of the 
aforementioned Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease in regard to the rights of DARLA K. DEES, 
namely through the exercise of the continued use of easements on their property with gas 
pipelines and/or subsurface gas storage. 

400. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease through the release of natural gas, non-potable saltwater, 
and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants into the freshwater supply on the property 
owned by DARLA K. DEES and upon which Defendant PEOPLES GAS owns, maintains, and 
operates gas pipelines and/or stores gas. 

401. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease by failing to use due care to protect the freshwater supply on 
the property owned by DARLA K. DEES and upon which Defendant PEOPLES GAS owns, maintains, 
and operates gas pipelines and/or stores gas. 

402. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease by failing to provide DARLA K. DEES with an alternative source 
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of freshwater for domestic and agricultural use following its contamination of their freshwater 


source. 


403. DARLA K. DEES is entitled to recover from PEOPLES GAS for all damages reasonably 
foreseeable and arising from PEOPLES GAS' breach of its contractual-required duty of care. 

404. DARLA K. DEES has been damaged as a direct and/or consequential result of the 
aforementioned breach of contract by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of her home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in her home; 

e. Injury to her person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to her person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to her property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
her drinking water, contamination of her soil and landscape, physical damage to 
her water well system, and physical damage to her plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to her property, including the aforementioned physical invasion 
to her drinking water and physical invasion to her soil and landscape; and/or 

i. Diminution of value of her property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES prays this Court enter judgment against Defendant, 
THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars 
($50,000.00), costs, and for any other relief as is just and proper. 
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COUNT XXXVI - RESCISSION OF CONTRACT (DARLA K. DEES vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Equity 

NOW COMES Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, by and through her attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., 
and, alternatively to Count XXXV for Breach of Contract, brings Count XXXVI of her Complaint at 
Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois 
corporation, alleges and states as follows: 

405. Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, herein repeats and re-alleges paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

406. Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, herein repeats and re-alleges paragraphs 397 through 
402 of Count XXXV as though fully set herein. 

407. The aforementioned breach of contract by Defendant PEOPLES GAS was a material 
breach of the terms of the contract. 

408. Alternatively to the relief requested in Count XXXV, DARLA K. DEES seeks 
rescission of the aforementioned contract. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, DARLA K. DEES, prays this Court enter judgment against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, declaring the Gas Storage Grant - Oil 
and Gas Lease between the parties is rescinded, entering an order for restitution for damages as 
a result of the material breach of said contract, and for any other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT XXXVII - NEGLIGENCE (LYKINS FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, TODD H. LYKINS and GINA L. LYKINS, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XXXVII of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
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Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 


state as follows: 

409. Plaintiffs, the LYKINS Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

410. As a result of the aforementioned negligent acts and/or omissions, the drinking 
water for the LYKINS Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants. 

411. As a result of the aforementioned negligent acts and/or omissions, on or about 
October 28, 2015, there was a sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event, a blow-out, that 
caused physical harm and property damage to the LYKINS Family. 

412. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the LYKINS Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the Illinois EPA. 

413. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the LYKINS Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination 
of their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage to their water 
well system, and physical damage to their plumbing. 

414. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the LYKINS Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, TODD H. LYKINS and GINA L. LYKINS, pray this Court enter 


judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and 
proper. 

COUNT XXXVIII - STRICT LIABILITY FOR ULTRA-HAZARDOUS ACTIVITY (LYKINS FAMILY vs. 

PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, TODD H. LYKINS and GINA L. LYKINS, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XXXVIII of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

415. Plaintiffs, the LYKINS Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

416. Defendant PEOPLES GAS engaged in an ultra-hazardous activity by owning, 
constructing, operating, managing, and maintaining Manlove Field, a facility storing large 
amounts of flammable and explosive hazardous gases, chemicals, pollutants and contaminants 
in a natural formation approximately 4,000 feet below the Mahomet Aquifer System, which 
supplies fresh drinking water to approximately 850,000 people, including Plaintiffs. 

417. The business of Defendant PEOPLES GAS includes storing, receiving, and providing 
natural gas, hazardous gases, chemicals, pollutants and other contaminants, and, thus, is 
inherently and unavoidably dangerous in that its very nature involves a high degree of risk of 
harm to others due to its flammable, toxic, and repulsive qualities. 
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418. The storage of billions of cubic feet of natural gas approximately 4,000 feet below 


a freshwater supply serving approximately 850,000 people using approximately 153 
injection/withdrawal wells is not a common activity. 

419. It is not appropriate to store billions of cubic feet of natural gas below a freshwater 
supply serving approximately 850,000 people; nor, below land occupied for residential living. 

420. There is no value at all to Plaintiffs' community in the storage of billions of cubic 
feet of natural gas below their properties and their freshwater supply by Defendant PEOPLES GAS 
because all of said natural gas is sold elsewhere and none is used to service their community. 

421. Defendant PEOPLES GAS' engagement in the aforementioned ultrahazardous 
activity caused the L. McCord #2 blow-out and as a result the drinking water for the LYKINS Family 
has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other chemical 
compounds and pollutants. 

422. The aforementioned blow-out occurred on or about October 28, 2015, and was a 
sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event that caused physical harm and property damage to 
the LYKINS Family. 

423. As a direct and proximate result of engagement in the aforementioned 

ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the LYKINS Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the Illinois EPA. 

424. As a direct and proximate result of engagement in the aforementioned 

ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the LYKINS Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination 
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of their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage to their water 


well system, and physical damage to their plumbing. 

425. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned 
ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the LYKINS Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, TODD H. LYKINS and GINA L. LYKINS, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and 
proper. 

COUNT XXXIX - RES IPSA LOQUITOR (LYKINS FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, TODD H. LYKINS and GINA L. LYKINS, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XXXIX of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

426. Plaintiffs, the LYKINS Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

427. A blow-out at an underground natural gas storage facility that releases a large 
amount of contamination into groundwater that affects homeowners miles away, as happened 
at the L. McCord #2, does not ordinarily occur in the absence of negligence. 

428. The aforementioned blow-out occurred on or about October 28, 2015, and was a 
sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event that caused physical harm and property damage to 
the LYKINS Family. 
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429. Defendant PEOPLES GAS had the exclusive control of Manlove Field, including of 


the L. McCord #2 well. 

430. As a result of the aforementioned blow-out, the drinking water for the LYKINS 
Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other 
chemical compounds and pollutants. 

431. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the LYKINS 
Family have suffered and will continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of 
the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the 
Illinois EPA. 

432. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the LYKINS 
Family have suffered and will continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the 
aforementioned contamination of their drinking water, contamination of their soil and 
landscape, physical damage to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing. 

433. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the LYKINS 
Family have suffered and will continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, TODD H. LYKINS and GINA L. LYKINS, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and 
proper. 


95 



COUNT XL - NEGLIGENT INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS (LYKINS FAMILY vs. PEOPLES 

GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, TODD H. LYKINS and GINA L. LYKINS, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XL of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

434. Plaintiffs, the LYKINS Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

435. Defendant PEOPLES GAS knew, or should have known, that its failure to exercise 
reasonable care in the maintenance of Manlove Field and the L. McCord #2, failure to have in 
place adequate protocols and procedures for public safety, and failure to properly notify those 
affected by the blow-out, including the LYKINS Family, would cause severe emotional distress. 

436. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the LYKINS Family suffered severe emotional 
distress and mental suffering and continue to suffer such distress. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, TODD H. LYKINS and GINA L. LYKINS, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and 
proper. 

COUNT XU - PRIVATE NUISANCE (LYKINS FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, TODD H. LYKINS and GINA L. LYKINS, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XLI of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
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Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 


state as follows: 

437. Plaintiffs, the LYKINS Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

438. The aforementioned past, present, and continuing contamination by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS of the soil, air, and groundwater on the property owned and occupied by the LYKINS 
Family is a private nuisance because: 

a. It constitutes an unreasonable and substantial invasion of their interest in the use 
and enjoyment of their land; 

b. It is offensive physically to their senses and makes their life uncomfortable; and/or 

c. It is in defiance of the aforementioned State laws and regulations and defined as 
a public nuisance in the Illinois Criminal Code. 

439. The aforementioned past, present, and continuing contamination by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS of the soil, air, and groundwater on the property owned and occupied by the LYKINS 
Family is not a temporary violation, but ongoing, continuing, and likely permanent or nearly 
permanent. 

440. Plaintiffs, the LYKINS Family, have been damaged as a direct and/or consequential 
result of the aforementioned nuisance by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home and property; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 
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e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

441. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the nuisance and then subsequently in responding to it, constituted fraud, actual malice, 
and/or deliberate violence or oppression to others, including the LYKINS Family, and warrant an 
award of punitive damages. 

442. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the nuisance and then subsequently in responding to it, were willful and/or with such 
gross negligence as to indicate a wanton disregard of the rights of others, including the LYKINS 
Family, and warrant an award of punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, TODD H. LYKINS and GINA L. LYKINS, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus punitive damages, costs, and for any other 
relief as is just and proper. 
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COUNT XLII - TRESPASS (LYKINS FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, TODD H. LYKINS and GINA L. LYKINS, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XLII of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

443. Plaintiffs, the LYKINS Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

444. Defendant PEOPLES GAS trespassed by allowing natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants to leak from property it owned 
and/or maintained, namely the L. McCord #2, which entered and intrude upon the soil, air, and 
groundwater on the property owned by the LYKINS Family. 

445. This trespass to land continues to this day and is likely to continue into the future. 

446. Plaintiffs, the LYKINS Family, have been damaged as a direct and/or consequential 
result of the aforementioned trespass by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 
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f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

447. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the trespass and then subsequently in responding to it, constituted fraud, actual malice, 
and/or deliberate violence or oppression to others, including the LYKINS Family, and warrant an 
award of punitive damages. 

448. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the trespass and then subsequently in responding to it, were willful and/or with such 
gross negligence as to indicate a wanton disregard of the rights of others, including the LYKINS 
Family, and warrant an award of punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, TODD H. LYKINS and GINA L. LYKINS, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus punitive damages, costs, and for any other 
relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT XLIII - INJUNCTION (LYKINS FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Equity 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, TODD H. LYKINS and GINA L. LYKINS, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XLIII of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
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Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 


state as follows: 

449. Plaintiffs, the LYKINS Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

450. The LYKINS Family have an interest in their right to have their soil, air, and drinking 
water free from contamination from natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other chemical 
compounds and pollutants. 

451. Defendant PEOPLES GAS, through the aforementioned acts and/or omissions, 
contaminated the soil, air, and drinking water on the property owned and occupied by Plaintiffs, 
the LYKINS Family, with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds 
and pollutants during the course of its operation of Manlove Field. 

452. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS in creating 
a private nuisance and/or trespass to the property owned and occupied by the LYKINS Family 
through the contamination of their soil, air, and drinking water with natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants was clearly wrongful and illegal. 

453. The LYKINS Family will likely continue to be injured as a direct and/or 
consequential result of the aforementioned private nuisance and/or trespass by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS, including as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 
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d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

454. The LYKINS Family have no other recourse to stop or limit the harmful damage 
being done by the continuing and ongoing trespass and/or nuisance by Defendant PEOPLES GAS. 

455. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has had other major leaks of natural gas into the 
Mahomet Aquifer System prior to the L. McCord #2 blow-out and is likely to have others in the 
future. 


456. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has continued to inject large amounts of natural gas into 
the ground across an approximately 27,500-acre area in Champaign County, including under the 
property owned by the LYKINS Family, even though it has demonstrated over many years an 
inability to prevent the natural gas it is injecting into the ground from contaminating the 
Mahomet Aquifer System, the freshwater source used by the LYKINS Family and many others. 

457. The LYKINS Family will suffer substantial and irreparable injury in the absence of a 
permanent injunction enjoining Defendant PEOPLES GAS from injecting natural gas into the 
ground at Manlove Field. 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, TODD H. LYKINS and GINA L. LYKINS, pray this Court enter 


judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, permanently 
enjoining it from injecting natural gas - or any other harmful gas, chemical, or fluid - into the 
ground in and around the area commonly known to it as Manlove Field. 

COUNT XUV - BREACH OF CONTRACT (LYKINS FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, TODD H. LYKINS and GINA L. LYKINS, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XLIV of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

458. Plaintiffs, the LYKINS Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

459. A document titled Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease was recorded, between 
Defendant PEOPLES GAS and Cecelia M. Rapp, the predecessor in title of the property now owned 
by the LYKINS Family, in Book 667, Page 121, a true and accurate copy of which is attached hereto 
and incorporated herein as "Exhibit D." 

460. The terms and conditions of the aforementioned Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas 
Lease continue to be binding on both Defendant PEOPLES GAS and the LYKINS Family. 

461. Defendant PEOPLES GAS continues to enforce the provisions of the 
aforementioned Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease in regard to the rights of the LYKINS 
Family, namely through the exercise of the continued use of easements on their property with 
gas pipelines and/or subsurface gas storage. 
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462. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 


Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease through the release of natural gas, non-potable saltwater, 
and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants into the freshwater supply on the property 
owned by the LYKINS Family and upon which Defendant PEOPLES GAS owns, maintains, and 
operates gas pipelines and/or stores gas. 

463. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease by failing to use due care to protect the freshwater supply on 
the property owned by the LYKINS Family and upon which Defendant PEOPLES GAS owns, 
maintains, and operates gas pipelines and/or stores gas. 

464. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease by failing to provide the LYKINS Family with an alternative 
source of freshwater for domestic and agricultural use following its contamination of their 
freshwater source. 

465. The LYKINS Family are entitled to recover from PEOPLES GAS for all damages 
reasonably foreseeable and arising from PEOPLES GAS' breach of its contractual-required duty of 
care. 

466. The LYKINS Family have been damaged as a direct and/or consequential result of 
the aforementioned breach of contract by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 
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d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, TODD H. LYKINS and GINA L. LYKINS, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), costs, and for any other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT XLV - RESCISSION OF CONTRACT (LYKINS FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Equity 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, TODD H. LYKINS and GINA L. LYKINS, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and, alternatively to Count XLIV for Breach of Contract, bring Count 
XLV of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND 
COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and state as follows: 

467. Plaintiffs, the LYKINS Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

468. Plaintiffs, the LYKINS Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 459 through 
464 of Count XLIV as though fully set herein. 
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469. The aforementioned breach of contract by Defendant PEOPLES GAS was a material 


breach of the terms of the contract. 

470. Alternatively to the relief requested in Count XUV, the LYKINS Family seek 
rescission of the aforementioned contract. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, TODD H. LYKINS and GINA L. LYKINS, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, declaring the Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease between the parties is rescinded, entering an order for 
restitution for damages as a result of the material breach of said contract, and for any other relief 
as is just and proper. 

COUNT XLVI - NEGLIGENCE (CROW FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, NAOMI CROW and KENNETH BRUEHL, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XLVI of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

471. Plaintiffs, the CROW Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

472. As a result of the aforementioned negligent acts and/or omissions, the drinking 
water for the CROW Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants. 

473. As a result of the aforementioned negligent acts and/or omissions, on or about 
October 28, 2015, there was a sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event, a blow-out, that 
caused physical harm and property damage to the CROW Family. 
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474. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 


acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the CROW Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the Illinois EPA. 

475. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the CROW Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination 
of their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage to their water 
well system, and physical damage to their plumbing. 

476. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the CROW Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, NAOMI CROW and KENNETH BRUEHL, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and 
proper. 

COUNT XLVII - STRICT LIABILITY FOR ULTRA-HAZARDOUS ACTIVITY (CROW FAMILY vs. 

PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, NAOMI CROW and KENNETH BRUEHL, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XLVII of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 
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477. Plaintiffs, the CROW Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 160 


of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

478. Defendant PEOPLES GAS engaged in an ultra-hazardous activity by owning, 
constructing, operating, managing, and maintaining Manlove Field, a facility storing large 
amounts of flammable and explosive hazardous gases, chemicals, pollutants and contaminants 
in a natural formation approximately 4,000 feet below the Mahomet Aquifer System, which 
supplies fresh drinking water to approximately 850,000 people, including Plaintiffs. 

479. The business of Defendant PEOPLES GAS includes storing, receiving, and providing 
natural gas, hazardous gases, chemicals, pollutants and other contaminants, and, thus, is 
inherently and unavoidably dangerous in that its very nature involves a high degree of risk of 
harm to others due to its flammable, toxic, and repulsive qualities. 

480. The storage of billions of cubic feet of natural gas approximately 4,000 feet below 
a freshwater supply serving approximately 850,000 people using approximately 153 
injection/withdrawal wells is not a common activity. 

481. It is not appropriate to store billions of cubic feet of natural gas below a freshwater 
supply serving approximately 850,000 people; nor, below land occupied for residential living. 

482. There is no value at all to Plaintiffs' community in the storage of billions of cubic 
feet of natural gas below their properties and their freshwater supply by Defendant PEOPLES GAS 
because all of said natural gas is sold elsewhere and none is used to service their community. 

483. Defendant PEOPLES GAS' engagement in the aforementioned ultrahazardous 
activity caused the L. McCord #2 blow-out and as a result the drinking water for the CROW Family 
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has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other chemical 


compounds and pollutants. 

484. The aforementioned blow-out occurred on or about October 28, 2015, and was a 
sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event that caused physical harm and property damage to 
the CROW Family. 

485. As a direct and proximate result of engagement in the aforementioned 
ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the CROW Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the Illinois EPA. 

486. As a direct and proximate result of engagement in the aforementioned 
ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the CROW Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination 
of their drinking water, contamination of theirsoil and landscape, physical damage to their water 
well system, and physical damage to their plumbing. 

487. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned 
ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the CROW Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, NAOMI CROW and KENNETH BRUEHL, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and 
proper. 
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COUNT XLVIII - RES IPSA LOQUITOR (CROW FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, NAOMI CROW and KENNETH BRUEHL, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XLVIII of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

488. Plaintiffs, the CROW Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

489. A blow-out at an underground natural gas storage facility that releases a large 
amount of contamination into groundwater that affects homeowners miles away, as happened 
at the L. McCord #2, does not ordinarily occur in the absence of negligence. 

490. The aforementioned blow-out occurred on or about October 28, 2015, and was a 
sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event that caused physical harm and property damage to 
the CROW Family. 

491. Defendant PEOPLES GAS had the exclusive control of Manlove Field, including of 
the L. McCord #2 well. 

492. As a result of the aforementioned blow-out, the drinking water for the CROW 
Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other 
chemical compounds and pollutants. 

493. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the CROW 
Family have suffered and will continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of 
the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the 
Illinois EPA. 
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494. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the CROW 


Family have suffered and will continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the 
aforementioned contamination of their drinking water, contamination of their soil and 
landscape, physical damage to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing. 

495. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the CROW 
Family have suffered and will continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, NAOMI CROW and KENNETH BRUEHL, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and 
proper. 

COUNT XUX - NEGLIGENT INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS (CROW FAMILY vs. PEOPLES 

GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, NAOMI CROW and KENNETH BRUEHL, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count XLIX of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

496. Plaintiffs, the CROW Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

497. Defendant PEOPLES GAS knew, or should have known, that its failure to exercise 
reasonable care in the maintenance of Manlove Field and the L. McCord #2, failure to have in 
place adequate protocols and procedures for public safety, and failure to properly notify those 
affected by the blow-out, including the CROW Family, would cause severe emotional distress. 
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498. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 


acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the CROW Family suffered severe emotional 
distress and mental suffering and continue to suffer such distress. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, NAOMI CROW and KENNETH BRUEHL, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and 
proper. 

COUNT L - PRIVATE NUISANCE (CROW FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, NAOMI CROW and KENNETH BRUEHL, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count L of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

499. Plaintiffs, the CROW Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

500. The aforementioned past, present, and continuing contamination by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS of the soil, air, and groundwater on the property owned and occupied by the CROW 
Family is a private nuisance because: 

a. It constitutes an unreasonable and substantial invasion of their interest in the use 
and enjoyment of their land; 

b. It is offensive physically to their senses and makes their life uncomfortable; and/or 

c. It is in defiance of the aforementioned State laws and regulations and defined as 
a public nuisance in the Illinois Criminal Code. 
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501. The aforementioned past, present, and continuing contamination by Defendant 


PEOPLES GAS of the soil, air, and groundwater on the property owned and occupied by the CROW 
Family is not a temporary violation, but ongoing, continuing, and likely permanent or nearly 
permanent. 

502. Plaintiffs, the CROW Family, have been damaged as a direct and/or consequential 
result of the aforementioned nuisance by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home and property; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

503. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the nuisance and then subsequently in responding to it, constituted fraud, actual malice. 
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and/or deliberate violence or oppression to others, including the CROW Family, and warrant an 


award of punitive damages. 

504. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the nuisance and then subsequently in responding to it, were willful and/or with such 
gross negligence as to indicate a wanton disregard of the rights of others, including the CROW 
Family, and warrant an award of punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, NAOMI CROW and KENNETH BRUEHL, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus punitive damages, costs, and for any other 
relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT LI - TRESPASS (CROW FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, NAOMI CROW and KENNETH BRUEHL, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LI of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

505. Plaintiffs, the CROW Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

506. Defendant PEOPLES GAS trespassed by allowing natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants to leak from property it owned 
and/or maintained, namely the L. McCord #2, which entered and intrude upon the soil, air, and 
groundwater on the property owned by the CROW Family. 

507. This trespass to land continues to this day and is likely to continue into the future. 
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508. Plaintiffs, the CROW Family, have been damaged as a direct and/or consequential 


result of the aforementioned trespass by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

509. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the trespass and then subsequently in responding to it, constituted fraud, actual malice, 
and/or deliberate violence or oppression to others, including the CROW Family, and warrant an 
award of punitive damages. 

510. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the trespass and then subsequently in responding to it, were willful and/or with such 
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gross negligence as to indicate a wanton disregard of the rights of others, including the CROW 


Family, and warrant an award of punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, NAOMI CROW and KENNETH BRUEHL, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus punitive damages, costs, and for any other 
relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT Lll - INJUNCTION (CROW FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Equity 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, NAOMI CROW and KENNETH BRUEHL, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count Lll of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

511. Plaintiffs, the CROW Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

512. The CROW Family have an interest in their right to have their soil, air, and drinking 
water free from contamination from natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other chemical 
compounds and pollutants. 

513. Defendant PEOPLES GAS, through the aforementioned acts and/or omissions, 
contaminated the soil, air, and drinking water on the property owned and occupied by Plaintiffs, 
the CROW Family, with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds 
and pollutants during the course of its operation of Manlove Field. 

514. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS in creating 
a private nuisance and/or trespass to the property owned and occupied by the CROW Family 
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through the contamination of their soil, air, and drinking water with natural gas, non-potable 


saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants was clearly wrongful and illegal. 

515. The CROW Family will likely continue to be injured as a direct and/or 
consequential result of the aforementioned private nuisance and/or trespass by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS, including as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

516. The CROW Family have no other recourse to stop or limit the harmful damage 
being done by the continuing and ongoing trespass and/or nuisance by Defendant PEOPLES GAS. 
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517. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has had other major leaks of natural gas into the 


Mahomet Aquifer System prior to the L. McCord #2 blow-out and is likely to have others in the 
future. 

518. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has continued to inject large amounts of natural gas into 
the ground across an approximately 27,500-acre area in Champaign County, including under the 
property owned by the CROW Family, even though it has demonstrated over many years an 
inability to prevent the natural gas it is injecting into the ground from contaminating the 
Mahomet Aquifer System, the freshwater source used by the CROW Family and many others. 

519. The CROW Family will suffer substantial and irreparable injury in the absence of a 
permanent injunction enjoining Defendant PEOPLES GAS from injecting natural gas into the 
ground at Manlove Field. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, NAOMI CROW and KENNETH BRUEHL, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, permanently 
enjoining it from injecting natural gas - or any other harmful gas, chemical, or fluid - into the 
ground in and around the area commonly known to it as Manlove Field. 

COUNT Llll - BREACH OF CONTRACT (CROW FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, NAOMI CROW and KENNETH BRUEHL, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count Llll of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

520. Plaintiffs, the CROW Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 
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521. A document titled Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease was recorded, between 


Defendant PEOPLES GAS and Leone Foster, J.F. Foster, Alice Andrews, and Arthur C. Andrews, 
whom Defendant PEOPLES GAS has claimed are the predecessors in title of the property now 
owned by the CROW Family, though the CROW Family contends otherwise, in Book 668, Page 
678, a true and accurate copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated herein as "Exhibit E." 

522. Defendant PEOPLES GAS claims that the terms and conditions of the 
aforementioned Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease continue to be binding on both Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS and the CROW Family, though the CROW Family contends otherwise. 

523. Defendant PEOPLES GAS continues to enforce the provisions of the 
aforementioned Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease in regard to the rights of the CROW Family, 
namely through the exercise of the continued use of the gas storage easement on their property. 

524. If Defendant PEOPLES GAS is correct that the Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease 
is binding and enforceable, it has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas Storage Grant 

- Oil and Gas Lease through the release of natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other 
chemical compounds and pollutants into the freshwater supply on the property owned by the 
CROW Family. 

525. If Defendant PEOPLES GAS is correct that the Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease 
is binding and enforceable, it has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas Storage Grant 

- Oil and Gas Lease by failing to use due care to protect the freshwater supply on the property 
owned by the CROW Family. 

526. If Defendant PEOPLES GAS is correct that the Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease 
is binding and enforceable, it has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas Storage Grant 
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- Oil and Gas Lease by failing to provide the CROW Family with an alternative source of freshwater 


for domestic and agricultural use following its contamination of their freshwater source. 

527. If Defendant PEOPLES GAS is correct that the Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease 
is binding and enforceable, the CROW Family are entitled to recover from PEOPLES GAS for all 
damages reasonably foreseeable and arising from PEOPLES GAS' breach of its contractual- 
required duty of care. 

528. If Defendant PEOPLES GAS is correct that the Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease 
is binding and enforceable, the CROW Family have been damaged as a direct and/or 
consequential result of the aforementioned breach of contract by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as 
follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 
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i. Diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, NAOMI CROW and KENNETH BRUEHL, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), costs, and for any other relief as is just and proper 
if the Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease is found to be a binding and enforceable contract. 

COUNT LIV- RESCISSION OF CONTRACT (CROW FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Equity 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, NAOMI CROW and KENNETH BRUEHL, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and, alternatively to Count LIN for Breach of Contract, bring Count LIV 
of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE 
COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and state as follows: 

529. Plaintiffs, the CROW Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 160 
of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

530. Plaintiffs, the CROW Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 521 through 
526 of Count LIV as though fully set herein. 

531. The aforementioned breach of contract by Defendant PEOPLES GAS was a material 
breach of the terms of the contract. 

532. Alternatively to the relief requested in Count LIN, the CROW Family seek rescission 
of the aforementioned contract. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, NAOMI CROW and KENNETH BRUEHL, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, declaring the Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease between the parties is rescinded, entering an order for 
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restitution for damages as a result of the material breach of said contract, and for any other relief 


as is just and proper. 

COUNT LV - NEGLIGENCE (KELLNER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, MICHAEL R. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend 
of L.R.K., a minor, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of S.H.K., a minor, and JILL E. KELLNER as next 
friend of H.D.K., a minor, by and through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LV of 
their Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE 
COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and state as follows: 

533. Plaintiffs, the KELLNER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

534. As a result of the aforementioned negligent acts and/or omissions, the drinking 
water for the KELLNER Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants. 

535. As a result of the aforementioned negligent acts and/or omissions, on or about 
October 28, 2015, there was a sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event, a blow-out, that 
caused physical harm and property damage to the KELLNER Family. 

536. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the KELLNER Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the Illinois EPA. 

537. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the KELLNER Family have suffered and will 
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continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination 


of their drinking water, contamination oftheirsoil and landscape, physical damage totheirwater 
well system, and physical damage to their plumbing. 

538. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the KELLNER Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, MICHAEL R. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER as next 
friend of L.R.K., a minor, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of S.H.K., a minor, and JILL E. KELLNER as 
next friend of H.D.K., a minor, pray this Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES 
GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), 
plus costs and for any other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT LVI - STRICT LIABILITY FOR ULTRA-HAZARDOUS ACTIVITY (KELLNER FAMILY vs. 

PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, MICHAEL R. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend 
of L.R.K., a minor, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of S.H.K., a minor, and JILL E. KELLNER as next 
friend of H.D.K., a minor, by and through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LVI of 
their Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE 
COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and state as follows: 

539. Plaintiffs, the KELLNER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

540. Defendant PEOPLES GAS engaged in an ultra-hazardous activity by owning, 
constructing, operating, managing, and maintaining Manlove Field, a facility storing large 
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amounts of flammable and explosive hazardous gases, chemicals, pollutants and contaminants 


in a natural formation approximately 4,000 feet below the Mahomet Aquifer System, which 
supplies fresh drinking water to approximately 850,000 people, including Plaintiffs. 

541. The business of Defendant PEOPLES GAS includes storing, receiving, and providing 
natural gas, hazardous gases, chemicals, pollutants and other contaminants, and, thus, is 
inherently and unavoidably dangerous in that its very nature involves a high degree of risk of 
harm to others due to its flammable, toxic, and repulsive qualities. 

542. The storage of billions of cubic feet of natural gas approximately 4,000 feet below 
a freshwater supply serving approximately 850,000 people using approximately 153 
injection/withdrawal wells is not a common activity. 

543. It is not appropriate to store billions of cubic feet of natural gas below a freshwater 
supply serving approximately 850,000 people; nor, below land occupied for residential living. 

544. There is no value at all to Plaintiffs' community in the storage of billions of cubic 
feet of natural gas below their properties and their freshwater supply by Defendant PEOPLES GAS 
because all of said natural gas is sold elsewhere and none is used to service their community. 

545. Defendant PEOPLES GAS' engagement in the aforementioned ultrahazardous 
activity caused the L. McCord #2 blow-out and as a result the drinking water for the KELLNER 
Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other 
chemical compounds and pollutants. 

546. The aforementioned blow-out occurred on or about October 28, 2015, and was a 
sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event that caused physical harm and property damage to 
the KELLNER Family. 
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547. As a direct and proximate result of engagement in the aforementioned 


ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the KELLNER Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the Illinois EPA. 

548. As a direct and proximate result of engagement in the aforementioned 
ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the KELLNER Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination 
of their drinking water, contamination of theirsoil and landscape, physical damage to their water 
well system, and physical damage to their plumbing. 

549. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned 
ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the KELLNER Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, MICHAEL R. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER as next 
friend of L.R.K., a minor, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of S.H.K., a minor, and JILL E. KELLNER as 
next friend of H.D.K., a minor, pray this Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES 
GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), 
plus costs and for any other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT LVII - RES IPSA LOQUITOR (KELLNER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, MICHAEL R. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend 
of L.R.K., a minor, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of S.H.K., a minor, and JILL E. KELLNER as next 
friend of H.D.K., a minor, by and through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LVII of 
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their Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE 


COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and state as follows: 

550. Plaintiffs, the KELLNER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

551. A blow-out at an underground natural gas storage facility that releases a large 
amount of contamination into groundwater that affects homeowners miles away, as happened 
at the L. McCord #2, does not ordinarily occur in the absence of negligence. 

552. The aforementioned blow-out occurred on or about October 28, 2015, and was a 
sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event that caused physical harm and property damage to 
the KELLNER Family. 

553. Defendant PEOPLES GAS had the exclusive control of Manlove Field, including of 
the L. McCord #2 well. 

554. As a result of the aforementioned blow-out, the drinking water for the KELLNER 
Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other 
chemical compounds and pollutants. 

555. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the KELLNER 
Family have suffered and will continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of 
the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the 
Illinois EPA. 

556. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the KELLNER 
Family have suffered and will continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the 
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aforementioned contamination of their drinking water, contamination of their soil and 


landscape, physical damage to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing. 

557. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the KELLNER 
Family have suffered and will continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, MICHAEL R. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER as next 
friend of L.R.K., a minor, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of S.H.K., a minor, and JILL E. KELLNER as 
next friend of H.D.K., a minor, pray this Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES 
GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), 
plus costs and for any other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT LVIII - NEGLIGENT INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS (KELLNER FAMILY vs. 

PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, MICHAEL R. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend 
of L.R.K., a minor, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of S.H.K., a minor, and JILL E. KELLNER as next 
friend of H.D.K., a minor, by and through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LVIII of 
their Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE 
COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and state as follows: 

558. Plaintiffs, the KELLNER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

559. Defendant PEOPLES GAS knew, or should have known, that its failure to exercise 
reasonable care in the maintenance of Manlove Field and the L. McCord #2, failure to have in 
place adequate protocols and procedures for public safety, and failure to properly notify those 
affected by the blow-out, including the KELLNER Family, would cause severe emotional distress. 


127 




560. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 


acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the KELLNER Family suffered severe emotional 
distress and mental suffering and continue to suffer such distress. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, MICHAEL R. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER as next 
friend of L.R.K., a minor, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of S.H.K., a minor, and JILL E. KELLNER as 
next friend of H.D.K., a minor, pray this Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES 
GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), 
plus costs and for any other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT LIX - PRIVATE NUISANCE (KELLNER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, MICHAEL R. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend 
of L.R.K., a minor, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of S.H.K., a minor, and JILL E. KELLNER as next 
friend of H.D.K., a minor, by and through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LIX of 
their Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE 
COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and state as follows: 

561. Plaintiffs, the KELLNER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

562. The aforementioned past, present, and continuing contamination by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS of the soil, air, and groundwater on the property owned and occupied by the 
KELLNER Family is a private nuisance because: 

a. It constitutes an unreasonable and substantial invasion of their interest in the use 
and enjoyment of their land; 

b. It is offensive physically to their senses and makes their life uncomfortable; and/or 
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c. It is in defiance of the aforementioned State laws and regulations and defined as 
a public nuisance in the Illinois Criminal Code. 

563. The aforementioned past, present, and continuing contamination by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS of the soil, air, and groundwater on the property owned and occupied by the 
KELLNER Family is not a temporary violation, but ongoing, continuing, and likely permanent or 
nearly permanent. 

564. Plaintiffs, the KELLNER Family, have been damaged as a direct and/or 
consequential result of the aforementioned nuisance by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home and property; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

565. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the nuisance and then subsequently in responding to it, constituted fraud, actual malice. 
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and/or deliberate violence or oppression to others, including the KELLNER Family, and warrant 


an award of punitive damages. 

566. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the nuisance and then subsequently in responding to it, were willful and/or with such 
gross negligence as to indicate a wanton disregard of the rights of others, including the KELLNER 
Family, and warrant an award of punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, MICHAEL R. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER as next 
friend of L.R.K., a minor, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of S.H.K., a minor, and JILL E. KELLNER as 
next friend of H.D.K., a minor, pray this Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES 
GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), 
plus punitive damages, costs, and for any other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT LX - TRESPASS (KELLNER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, MICHAEL R. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend 
of L.R.K., a minor, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of S.H.K., a minor, and JILL E. KELLNER as next 
friend of H.D.K., a minor, by and through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LX of 
their Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE 
COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and state as follows: 

567. Plaintiffs, the KELLNER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

568. Defendant PEOPLES GAS trespassed by allowing natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants to leak from property it owned 
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and/or maintained, namely the L. McCord #2, which entered and intrude upon the soil, air, and 


groundwater on the property owned by the KELLNER Family. 

569. This trespass to land continues to this day and is likely to continue into the future. 

570. Plaintiffs, the KELLNER Family, have been damaged as a direct and/or 
consequential result of the aforementioned trespass by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

571. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the trespass and then subsequently in responding to it, constituted fraud, actual malice, 
and/or deliberate violence or oppression to others, including the KELLNER Family, and warrant 
an award of punitive damages. 
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572. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 


creating the trespass and then subsequently in responding to it, were willful and/or with such 
gross negligence as to indicate a wanton disregard of the rights of others, including the KELLNER 
Family, and warrant an award of punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, MICHAEL R. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER as next 
friend of L.R.K., a minor, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of S.H.K., a minor, and JILL E. KELLNER as 
next friend of H.D.K., a minor, pray this Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES 
GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), 
plus punitive damages, costs, and for any other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT LXI - INJUNCTION (KELLNER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Equity 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, MICHAEL R. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend 
of L.R.K., a minor, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of S.H.K., a minor, and JILL E. KELLNER as next 
friend of H.D.K., a minor, by and through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LXI of 
their Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE 
COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and state as follows: 

573. Plaintiffs, the KELLNER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

574. The KELLNER Family have an interest in their right to have their soil, air, and 
drinking water free from contamination from natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other 
chemical compounds and pollutants. 

575. Defendant PEOPLES GAS, through the aforementioned acts and/or omissions, 
contaminated the soil, air, and drinking water on the property owned and occupied by Plaintiffs, 
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the KELLNER Family, with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds 


and pollutants during the course of its operation of Manlove Field. 

576. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS in creating 
a private nuisance and/or trespass to the property owned and occupied by the KELLNER Family 
through the contamination of their soil, air, and drinking water with natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants was clearly wrongful and illegal. 

577. The KELLNER Family will likely continue to be injured as a direct and/or 
consequential result of the aforementioned private nuisance and/or trespass by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS, including as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 
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578. The KELLNER Family have no other recourse to stop or limit the harmful damage 


being done by the continuing and ongoing trespass and/or nuisance by Defendant PEOPLES GAS. 

579. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has had other major leaks of natural gas into the 
Mahomet Aquifer System prior to the L. McCord #2 blow-out and is likely to have others in the 
future. 

580. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has continued to inject large amounts of natural gas into 
the ground across an approximately 27,500-acre area in Champaign County, including under the 
property owned by the KELLNER Family, even though it has demonstrated over many years an 
inability to prevent the natural gas it is injecting into the ground from contaminating the 
Mahomet Aquifer System, the freshwater source used by the KELLNER Family and many others. 

581. The KELLNER Family will suffer substantial and irreparable injury in the absence of 
a permanent injunction enjoining Defendant PEOPLES GAS from injecting natural gas into the 
ground at Manlove Field. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, MICHAEL R. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER as next 
friend of L.R.K., a minor, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of S.H.K., a minor, and JILL E. KELLNER as 
next friend of H.D.K., a minor, pray this Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES 
GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, permanently enjoining it from injecting natural gas - or any 
other harmful gas, chemical, or fluid - into the ground in and around the area commonly known 
to it as Manlove Field. 

COUNT LXII - BREACH OF CONTRACT (KELLNER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, MICHAEL R. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend 
of L.R.K., a minor, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of S.H.K., a minor, and JILL E. KELLNER as next 
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friend of H.D.K., a minor, by and through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LXII of 


their Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE 
COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and state as follows: 

582. Plaintiffs, the KELLNER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

583. A document titled Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease was recorded, between 
Defendant PEOPLES GAS and G.E. Wisegarver, individually and as Trustee for the Estate of Smith 
Wisegarver, deceased, and Marion Wisegarver, the predecessors in title of the property now 
owned by the KELLNER Family, in Book 673, Page 523, a true and accurate copy of which is 
attached hereto and incorporated herein as "Exhibit B." 

584. The terms and conditions of the aforementioned Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas 
Lease continue to be binding on both Defendant PEOPLES GAS and the KELLNER Family. 

585. Defendant PEOPLES GAS continues to enforce the provisions of the 
aforementioned Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease in regard to the rights of the KELLNER 
Family, namely through the exercise of the continued use of easements on their property with 
gas pipelines and/or subsurface gas storage. 

586. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease through the release of natural gas, non-potable saltwater, 
and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants into the freshwater supply on the property 
owned by the KELLNER Family and upon which Defendant PEOPLES GAS owns, maintains, and 
operates gas pipelines and/or stores gas. 


135 



587. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 


Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease by failing to use due care to protect the freshwater supply on 
the property owned by the KELLNER Family and upon which Defendant PEOPLES GAS owns, 
maintains, and operates gas pipelines and/or stores gas. 

588. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease by failing to provide the KELLNER Family with an alternative 
source of freshwater for domestic and agricultural use following its contamination of their 
freshwater source. 

589. The KELLNER Family are entitled to recover from PEOPLES GAS for all damages 
reasonably foreseeable and arising from PEOPLES GAS' breach of its contractual-required duty of 
care. 


590. The KELLNER Family have been damaged as a direct and/or consequential result 
of the aforementioned breach of contract by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 
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g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, MICHAEL R. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER as next 
friend of L.R.K., a minor, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of S.H.K., a minor, and JILL E. KELLNER as 
next friend of H.D.K., a minor, pray this Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES 
GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), 
costs, and for any other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT LXIII - RESCISSION OF CONTRACT (KELLNER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Equity 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, MICHAEL R. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend 
of L.R.K., a minor, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of S.H.K., a minor, and JILL E. KELLNER as next 
friend of H.D.K., a minor, by and through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and, alternatively to 
Count LXII for Breach of Contract, bring Count LXIII of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

591. Plaintiffs, the KELLNER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

592. Plaintiffs, the KELLNER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 583 
through 588 of Count LXII as though fully set herein. 


137 



593. The aforementioned breach of contract by Defendant PEOPLES GAS was a material 


breach of the terms of the contract. 

594. Alternatively to the relief requested in Count LXII, the KELLNER Family seek 
rescission of the aforementioned contract. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, MICHAEL R. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER, JILL E. KELLNER as next 
friend of L.R.K., a minor, JILL E. KELLNER as next friend of S.H.K., a minor, and JILL E. KELLNER as 
next friend of H.D.K., a minor, pray this Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES 
GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, declaring the Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease between 
the parties is rescinded, entering an order for restitution for damages as a result of the material 
breach of said contract, and for any other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT LXIV - NEGLIGENCE (STAUFFER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, HERB F. STAUFFER, LILY M. STAUFFER, and KAREN G. STAUFFER, by 
and through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LXIV of their Complaint at Law and 
in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois 
corporation, allege and state as follows: 

595. Plaintiffs, the STAUFFER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

596. As a result of the aforementioned negligent acts and/or omissions, the drinking 
water for the STAUFFER Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants. 
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597. As a result of the aforementioned negligent acts and/or omissions, on or about 
October 28, 2015, there was a sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event, a blow-out, that 
caused physical harm and property damage to the STAUFFER Family. 

598. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the STAUFFER Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the Illinois EPA. 

599. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the STAUFFER Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination 
of their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage to their water 
well system, and physical damage to their plumbing. 

600. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the STAUFFER Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, HERB F. STAUFFER, LILY M. STAUFFER, and KAREN G. STAUFFER, 
pray this Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE 
COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any 
other relief as is just and proper. 
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COUNT LXV - STRICT LIABILITY FOR ULTRA-HAZARDOUS ACTIVITY (STAUFFER FAMILY vs. 

PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, HERB F. STAUFFER, LILY M. STAUFFER, and KAREN G. STAUFFER, by 
and through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LXV of their Complaint at Law and in 
Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, 
allege and state as follows: 

601. Plaintiffs, the STAUFFER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

602. Defendant PEOPLES GAS engaged in an ultra-hazardous activity by owning, 
constructing, operating, managing, and maintaining Manlove Field, a facility storing large 
amounts of flammable and explosive hazardous gases, chemicals, pollutants and contaminants 
in a natural formation approximately 4,000 feet below the Mahomet Aquifer System, which 
supplies fresh drinking water to approximately 850,000 people, including Plaintiffs. 

603. The business of Defendant PEOPLES GAS includes storing, receiving, and providing 
natural gas, hazardous gases, chemicals, pollutants and other contaminants, and, thus, is 
inherently and unavoidably dangerous in that its very nature involves a high degree of risk of 
harm to others due to its flammable, toxic, and repulsive qualities. 

604. The storage of billions of cubic feet of natural gas approximately 4,000 feet below 
a freshwater supply serving approximately 850,000 people using approximately 153 
injection/withdrawal wells is not a common activity. 

605. It is not appropriate to store billions of cubic feet of natural gas below a freshwater 
supply serving approximately 850,000 people; nor, below land occupied for residential living. 
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606. There is no value at all to Plaintiffs' community in the storage of billions of cubic 


feet of natural gas below their properties and their freshwater supply by Defendant PEOPLES GAS 
because all of said natural gas is sold elsewhere and none is used to service their community. 

607. Defendant PEOPLES GAS' engagement in the aforementioned ultrahazardous 
activity caused the L. McCord #2 blow-out and as a result the drinking water for the STAUFFER 
Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other 
chemical compounds and pollutants. 

608. The aforementioned blow-out occurred on or about October 28, 2015, and was a 
sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event that caused physical harm and property damage to 
the STAUFFER Family. 

609. As a direct and proximate result of engagement in the aforementioned 
ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the STAUFFER Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the Illinois EPA. 

610. As a direct and proximate result of engagement in the aforementioned 
ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the STAUFFER Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination 
of their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage to their water 
well system, and physical damage to their plumbing. 

611. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned 
ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the STAUFFER Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, HERB F. STAUFFER, LILY M. STAUFFER, and KAREN G. STAUFFER, 


pray this Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE 
COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any 
other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT LXVI - RES IPSA LOQUITOR (STAUFFER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, HERB F. STAUFFER, LILY M. STAUFFER, and KAREN G. STAUFFER, by 
and through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LXVI of their Complaint at Law and 
in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois 
corporation, allege and state as follows: 

612. Plaintiffs, the STAUFFER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

613. A blow-out at an underground natural gas storage facility that releases a large 
amount of contamination into groundwater that affects homeowners miles away, as happened 
at the L. McCord #2, does not ordinarily occur in the absence of negligence. 

614. The aforementioned blow-out occurred on or about October 28, 2015, and was a 
sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event that caused physical harm and property damage to 
the STAUFFER Family. 

615. Defendant PEOPLES GAS had the exclusive control of Manlove Field, including of 
the L. McCord #2 well. 

616. As a result of the aforementioned blow-out, the drinking water for the STAUFFER 
Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other 
chemical compounds and pollutants. 
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617. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the STAUFFER 


Family have suffered and will continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of 
the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the 
Illinois EPA. 

618. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the STAUFFER 
Family have suffered and will continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the 
aforementioned contamination of their drinking water, contamination of their soil and 
landscape, physical damage to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing. 

619. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the STAUFFER 
Family have suffered and will continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, HERB F. STAUFFER, LILY M. STAUFFER, and KAREN G. STAUFFER, 
pray this Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE 
COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any 
other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT LXVII - NEGLIGENT INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS (STAUFFER FAMILY vs. 

PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, HERB F. STAUFFER, LILY M. STAUFFER, and KAREN G. STAUFFER, by 
and through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LXVII of their Complaint at Law and 
in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois 
corporation, allege and state as follows: 

620. Plaintiffs, the STAUFFER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 
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621. Defendant PEOPLES GAS knew, or should have known, that its failure to exercise 


reasonable care in the maintenance of Manlove Field and the L. McCord #2, failure to have in 
place adequate protocols and procedures for public safety, and failure to properly notify those 
affected by the blow-out, including the STAUFFER Family, would cause severe emotional distress. 

622. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the STAUFFER Family suffered severe 
emotional distress and mental suffering and continue to suffer such distress. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, HERB F. STAUFFER, LILY M. STAUFFER, and KAREN G. STAUFFER, 
pray this Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE 
COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any 
other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT LXVIII - PRIVATE NUISANCE (STAUFFER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, HERB F. STAUFFER, LILY M. STAUFFER, and KAREN G. STAUFFER, by 
and through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LXVIII of their Complaint at Law and 
in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois 
corporation, allege and state as follows: 

623. Plaintiffs, the STAUFFER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

624. The aforementioned past, present, and continuing contamination by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS of the soil, air, and groundwater on the property owned and occupied by the 
STAUFFER Family is a private nuisance because: 
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a. It constitutes an unreasonable and substantial invasion of their interest in the use 
and enjoyment of their land; 

b. It is offensive physically to their senses and makes their life uncomfortable; and/or 

c. It is in defiance of the aforementioned State laws and regulations and defined as 
a public nuisance in the Illinois Criminal Code. 

625. The aforementioned past, present, and continuing contamination by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS of the soil, air, and groundwater on the property owned and occupied by the 
STAUFFER Family is not a temporary violation, but ongoing, continuing, and likely permanent or 
nearly permanent. 

626. Plaintiffs, the STAUFFER Family, have been damaged as a direct and/or 
consequential result of the aforementioned nuisance by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home and property; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 
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i. Diminution of value of their property. 

627. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the nuisance and then subsequently in responding to it, constituted fraud, actual malice, 
and/or deliberate violence or oppression to others, including the STAUFFER Family, and warrant 
an award of punitive damages. 

628. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the nuisance and then subsequently in responding to it, were willful and/or with such 
gross negligence as to indicate a wanton disregard of the rights of others, including the STAUFFER 
Family, and warrant an award of punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, HERB F. STAUFFER, LILY M. STAUFFER, and KAREN G. STAUFFER, 
pray this Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE 
COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus punitive damages, 
costs, and for any other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT LXIX - TRESPASS (STAUFFER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, HERB F. STAUFFER, LILY M. STAUFFER, and KAREN G. STAUFFER, by 
and through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LXIX of their Complaint at Law and 
in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois 
corporation, allege and state as follows: 

629. Plaintiffs, the STAUFFER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

630. Defendant PEOPLES GAS trespassed by allowing natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants to leak from property it owned 
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and/or maintained, namely the L. McCord #2, which entered and intrude upon the soil, air, and 


groundwater on the property owned by the STAUFFER Family. 

631. This trespass to land continues to this day and is likely to continue into the future. 

632. Plaintiffs, the STAUFFER Family, have been damaged as a direct and/or 
consequential result of the aforementioned trespass by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

633. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the trespass and then subsequently in responding to it, constituted fraud, actual malice, 
and/or deliberate violence or oppression to others, including the STAUFFER Family, and warrant 
an award of punitive damages. 
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634. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 


creating the trespass and then subsequently in responding to it, were willful and/or with such 
gross negligence as to indicate a wanton disregard of the rights of others, includingthe STAUFFER 
Family, and warrant an award of punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, HERB F. STAUFFER, LILY M. STAUFFER, and KAREN G. STAUFFER, 
pray this Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE 
COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus punitive damages, 
costs, and for any other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT LXX - INJUNCTION (STAUFFER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Equity 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, HERB F. STAUFFER, LILY M. STAUFFER, and KAREN G. STAUFFER, by 
and through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LXX of their Complaint at Law and in 
Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, 
allege and state as follows: 

635. Plaintiffs, the STAUFFER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

636. The STAUFFER Family have an interest in their right to have their soil, air, and 
drinking water free from contamination from natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other 
chemical compounds and pollutants. 

637. Defendant PEOPLES GAS, through the aforementioned acts and/or omissions, 
contaminated the soil, air, and drinking water on the property owned and occupied by Plaintiffs, 
the STAUFFER Family, with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other chemical 
compounds and pollutants during the course of its operation of Manlove Field. 
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638. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS in creating 
a private nuisance and/or trespass to the property owned and occupied by the STAUFFER Family 
through the contamination of their soil, air, and drinking water with natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants was clearly wrongful and illegal. 

639. The STAUFFER Family will likely continue to be injured as a direct and/or 
consequential result of the aforementioned private nuisance and/or trespass by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS, including as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

640. The STAUFFER Family have no other recourse to stop or limit the harmful damage 
being done by the continuing and ongoing trespass and/or nuisance by Defendant PEOPLES GAS. 
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641. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has had other major leaks of natural gas into the 


Mahomet Aquifer System prior to the L. McCord #2 blow-out and is likely to have others in the 
future. 

642. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has continued to inject large amounts of natural gas into 
the ground across an approximately 27,500-acre area in Champaign County, including under the 
property owned by the STAUFFER Family, even though it has demonstrated over many years an 
inability to prevent the natural gas it is injecting into the ground from contaminating the 
Mahomet Aquifer System, the freshwater source used by the STAUFFER Family and many others. 

643. The STAUFFER Family will suffer substantial and irreparable injury in the absence 
of a permanent injunction enjoining Defendant PEOPLES GAS from injecting natural gas into the 
ground at Manlove Field. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, HERB F. STAUFFER, LILY M. STAUFFER, and KAREN G. STAUFFER, 
pray this Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE 
COMPANY, permanently enjoining it from injecting natural gas - or any other harmful gas, 
chemical, or fluid - into the ground in and around the area commonly known to it as Manlove 
Field. 

COUNT LXXI - BREACH OF CONTRACT (STAUFFER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, HERB F. STAUFFER, LILY M. STAUFFER, and KAREN G. STAUFFER, by 
and through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LXXI of their Complaint at Law and 
in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois 
corporation, allege and state as follows: 
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644. Plaintiffs, the STAUFFER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 


160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

645. A document titled Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease was recorded, between 
Defendant PEOPLES GAS and Roy W. Hannah and May E. Hannah, the predecessors in title of the 
property now owned by the STAUFFER Family, in Book 668, Page 41, a true and accurate copy of 
which is attached hereto and incorporated herein as "Exhibit F." 

646. The terms and conditions of the aforementioned Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas 
Lease continue to be binding on both Defendant PEOPLES GAS and the STAUFFER Family. 

647. Defendant PEOPLES GAS continues to enforce the provisions of the 
aforementioned Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease in regard to the rights of the STAUFFER 
Family, namely through the exercise of the continued use of easements on their property with 
gas pipelines and/or subsurface gas storage. 

648. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease through the release of natural gas, non-potable saltwater, 
and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants into the freshwater supply on the property 
owned by the STAUFFER Family and upon which Defendant PEOPLES GAS owns, maintains, and 
operates gas pipelines and/or stores gas. 

649. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease by failing to use due care to protect the freshwater supply on 
the property owned by the STAUFFER Family and upon which Defendant PEOPLES GAS owns, 
maintains, and operates gas pipelines and/or stores gas. 
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650. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 


Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease by failing to provide the STAUFFER Family with an alternative 
source of freshwater for domestic and agricultural use following its contamination of their 
freshwater source. 

651. The STAUFFER Family are entitled to recover from PEOPLES GAS for all damages 
reasonably foreseeable and arising from PEOPLES GAS' breach of its contractual-required duty of 
care. 


652. The STAUFFER Family have been damaged as a direct and/or consequential result 
of the aforementioned breach of contract by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, HERB F. STAUFFER, LILY M. STAUFFER, and KAREN G. STAUFFER, 


pray this Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE 
COMPANY, in an amount in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), costs, and for any other 
relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT LXXII - RESCISSION OF CONTRACT (STAUFFER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Equity 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, HERB F. STAUFFER, LILY M. STAUFFER, and KAREN G. STAUFFER, by 
and through their attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and, alternatively to Count LXXI for Breach of 
Contract, bring Count LXXII of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE 
PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and state as follows: 

653. Plaintiffs, the STAUFFER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

654. Plaintiffs, the STAUFFER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 645 
through 650 of Count LXXI as though fully set herein. 

655. The aforementioned breach of contract by Defendant PEOPLES GAS was a material 
breach of the terms of the contract. 

656. Alternatively to the relief requested in Count LXXI, the STAUFFER Family seek 
rescission of the aforementioned contract. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, HERB F. STAUFFER, LILY M. STAUFFER, and KAREN G. STAUFFER, 
pray this Court enter judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE 
COMPANY, declaring the Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease between the parties is rescinded, 
entering an order for restitution for damages as a result of the material breach of said contract, 
and for any other relief as is just and proper. 
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COUNT LXXIII - NEGLIGENCE (FOSTER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, DUANE J. FOSTER and TERESA J. FOSTER, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LXXIII of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

657. Plaintiffs, the FOSTER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

658. As a result of the aforementioned negligent acts and/or omissions, the drinking 
water for the FOSTER Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants. 

659. As a result of the aforementioned negligent acts and/or omissions, on or about 
October 28, 2015, there was a sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event, a blow-out, that 
caused physical harm and property damage to the FOSTER Family. 

660. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the FOSTER Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the Illinois EPA. 

661. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the FOSTER Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination 
of their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage to their water 
well system, and physical damage to their plumbing. 
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662. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 


acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the FOSTER Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, DUANE J. FOSTER and TERESA J. FOSTER, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and 
proper. 

COUNT LXXIV - STRICT LIABILITY FOR ULTRA-HAZARDOUS ACTIVITY (FOSTER FAMILY vs. 

PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, DUANE J. FOSTER and TERESA J. FOSTER, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LXXIV of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

663. Plaintiffs, the FOSTER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

664. Defendant PEOPLES GAS engaged in an ultra-hazardous activity by owning, 
constructing, operating, managing, and maintaining Manlove Field, a facility storing large 
amounts of flammable and explosive hazardous gases, chemicals, pollutants and contaminants 
in a natural formation approximately 4,000 feet below the Mahomet Aquifer System, which 
supplies fresh drinking water to approximately 850,000 people, including Plaintiffs. 

665. The business of Defendant PEOPLES GAS includes storing, receiving, and providing 
natural gas, hazardous gases, chemicals, pollutants and other contaminants, and, thus, is 
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inherently and unavoidably dangerous in that its very nature involves a high degree of risk of 


harm to others due to its flammable, toxic, and repulsive qualities. 

666. The storage of billions of cubic feet of natural gas approximately 4,000 feet below 
a freshwater supply serving approximately 850,000 people using approximately 153 
injection/withdrawal wells is not a common activity. 

667. It is not appropriate to store billions of cubic feet of natural gas below a freshwater 
supply serving approximately 850,000 people; nor, below land occupied for residential living. 

668. There is no value at all to Plaintiffs' community in the storage of billions of cubic 
feet of natural gas below their properties and their freshwater supply by Defendant PEOPLES GAS 
because all of said natural gas is sold elsewhere and none is used to service their community. 

669. Defendant PEOPLES GAS' engagement in the aforementioned ultrahazardous 
activity caused the L. McCord #2 blow-out and as a result the drinking water for the FOSTER 
Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other 
chemical compounds and pollutants. 

670. The aforementioned blow-out occurred on or about October 28, 2015, and was a 
sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event that caused physical harm and property damage to 
the FOSTER Family. 

671. As a direct and proximate result of engagement in the aforementioned 
ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the FOSTER Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the Illinois EPA. 
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672. As a direct and proximate result of engagement in the aforementioned 


ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the FOSTER Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination 
of their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage to their water 
well system, and physical damage to their plumbing. 

673. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned 
ultrahazardous activity by Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the FOSTER Family have suffered and will 
continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, DUANE J. FOSTER and TERESA J. FOSTER, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and 
proper. 

COUNT LXXV - RES IPSA LOQUITOR (FOSTER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, DUANE J. FOSTER and TERESA J. FOSTER, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LXXV of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

674. Plaintiffs, the FOSTER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

675. A blow-out at an underground natural gas storage facility that releases a large 
amount of contamination into groundwater that affects homeowners miles away, as happened 
at the L. McCord #2, does not ordinarily occur in the absence of negligence. 
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676. The aforementioned blow-out occurred on or about October 28, 2015, and was a 


sudden, calamitous, and/or dangerous event that caused physical harm and property damage to 
the FOSTER Family. 

677. Defendant PEOPLES GAS had the exclusive control of Manlove Field, including of 
the L. McCord #2 well. 

678. As a result of the aforementioned blow-out, the drinking water for the FOSTER 
Family has been highly contaminated with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other 
chemical compounds and pollutants. 

679. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the FOSTER 
Family have suffered and will continue to suffer injury to their person through the ingestion of 
the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids defined as "contaminants" by the 
Illinois EPA. 

680. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the FOSTER 
Family have suffered and will continue to suffer physical injury to their property, including the 
aforementioned contamination of their drinking water, contamination of their soil and 
landscape, physical damage to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing. 

681. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned blow-out, the FOSTER 
Family have suffered and will continue to suffer diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, DUANE J. FOSTER and TERESA J. FOSTER, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and 
proper. 
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COUNT LXXVI - NEGLIGENT INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS (FOSTER FAMILY vs. 

PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, DUANE J. FOSTER and TERESA J. FOSTER, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LXXVI of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

682. Plaintiffs, the FOSTER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

683. Defendant PEOPLES GAS knew, or should have known, that its failure to exercise 
reasonable care in the maintenance of Manlove Field and the L. McCord #2, failure to have in 
place adequate protocols and procedures for public safety, and failure to properly notify those 
affected by the blow-out, including the FOSTER Family, would cause severe emotional distress. 

684. As a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforementioned negligent 
acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, the FOSTER Family suffered severe emotional 
distress and mental suffering and continue to suffer such distress. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, DUANE J. FOSTER and TERESA J. FOSTER, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus costs and for any other relief as is just and 
proper. 

COUNT LXXVI I - PRIVATE NUISANCE (FOSTER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, DUANE J. FOSTER and TERESA J. FOSTER, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LXXVII of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
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Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 


state as follows: 

685. Plaintiffs, the FOSTER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

686. The aforementioned past, present, and continuing contamination by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS of the soil, air, and groundwater on the property owned and occupied by the 
FOSTER Family is a private nuisance because: 

a. It constitutes an unreasonable and substantial invasion of their interest in the use 
and enjoyment of their land; 

b. It is offensive physically to their senses and makes their life uncomfortable; and/or 

c. It is in defiance of the aforementioned State laws and regulations and defined as 
a public nuisance in the Illinois Criminal Code. 

687. The aforementioned past, present, and continuing contamination by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS of the soil, air, and groundwater on the property owned and occupied by the 
FOSTER Family is not a temporary violation, but ongoing, continuing, and likely permanent or 
nearly permanent. 

688. Plaintiffs, the FOSTER Family, have been damaged as a direct and/or 
consequential result of the aforementioned nuisance by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home and property; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 
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e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

689. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the nuisance and then subsequently in responding to it, constituted fraud, actual malice, 
and/or deliberate violence or oppression to others, including the FOSTER Family, and warrant an 
award of punitive damages. 

690. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the nuisance and then subsequently in responding to it, were willful and/or with such 
gross negligence as to indicate a wanton disregard of the rights of others, including the FOSTER 
Family, and warrant an award of punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, DUANE J. FOSTER and TERESA J. FOSTER, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus punitive damages, costs, and for any other 
relief as is just and proper. 


161 



COUNT LXXIX - TRESPASS (FOSTER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, DUANE J. FOSTER and TERESA J. FOSTER, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LXXIX of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

691. Plaintiffs, the FOSTER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

692. Defendant PEOPLES GAS trespassed by allowing natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants to leak from property it owned 
and/or maintained, namely the L. McCord #2, which entered and intrude upon the soil, air, and 
groundwater on the property owned by the FOSTER Family. 

693. This trespass to land continues to this day and is likely to continue into the future. 

694. Plaintiffs, the FOSTER Family, have been damaged as a direct and/or 
consequential result of the aforementioned trespass by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 

d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 
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f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

695. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the trespass and then subsequently in responding to it, constituted fraud, actual malice, 
and/or deliberate violence or oppression to others, including the FOSTER Family, and warrant an 
award of punitive damages. 

696. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS, both in 
creating the trespass and then subsequently in responding to it, were willful and/or with such 
gross negligence as to indicate a wanton disregard of the rights of others, including the FOSTER 
Family, and warrant an award of punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, DUANE J. FOSTER and TERESA J. FOSTER, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), plus punitive damages, costs, and for any other 
relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT LXXX - INJUNCTION (FOSTER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Equity 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, DUANE J. FOSTER and TERESA J. FOSTER, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LXXX of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
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Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 


state as follows: 

697. Plaintiffs, the FOSTER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

698. The FOSTER Family have an interest in their right to have their soil, air, and 
drinking water free from contamination from natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other 
chemical compounds and pollutants. 

699. Defendant PEOPLES GAS, through the aforementioned acts and/or omissions, 
contaminated the soil, air, and drinking water on the property owned and occupied by Plaintiffs, 
the FOSTER Family, with natural gas, non-potable saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds 
and pollutants during the course of its operation of Manlove Field. 

700. The aforementioned acts and/or omissions of Defendant PEOPLES GAS in creating 
a private nuisance and/or trespass to the property owned and occupied by the FOSTER Family 
through the contamination of their soil, air, and drinking water with natural gas, non-potable 
saltwater, and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants was clearly wrongful and illegal. 

701. The FOSTER Family will likely continue to be injured as a direct and/or 
consequential result of the aforementioned private nuisance and/or trespass by Defendant 
PEOPLES GAS, including as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 
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d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

702. The FOSTER Family have no other recourse to stop or limit the harmful damage 
being done by the continuing and ongoing trespass and/or nuisance by Defendant PEOPLES GAS. 

703. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has had other major leaks of natural gas into the 
Mahomet Aquifer System prior to the L. McCord #2 blow-out and is likely to have others in the 
future. 


704. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has continued to inject large amounts of natural gas into 
the ground across an approximately 27,500-acre area in Champaign County, including under the 
property owned by the FOSTER Family, even though it has demonstrated over many years an 
inability to prevent the natural gas it is injecting into the ground from contaminating the 
Mahomet Aquifer System, the freshwater source used by the FOSTER Family and many others. 

705. The FOSTER Family will suffer substantial and irreparable injury in the absence of 
a permanent injunction enjoining Defendant PEOPLES GAS from injecting natural gas into the 
ground at Manlove Field. 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, DUANE J. FOSTER and TERESA J. FOSTER, pray this Court enter 


judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, permanently 
enjoining it from injecting natural gas - or any other harmful gas, chemical, or fluid - into the 
ground in and around the area commonly known to it as Manlove Field. 

COUNT LXXXI - BREACH OF CONTRACT (FOSTER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Law 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, DUANE J. FOSTER and TERESA J. FOSTER, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and for Count LXXXI of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against 
Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and 
state as follows: 

706. Plaintiffs, the FOSTER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

707. A document titled Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease was recorded, between 
Defendant PEOPLES GAS and Jason C. Dozier and Hattie A. Dozier, the predecessor in title of the 
property now owned by the FOSTER Family, in Book 805, Page 107, a true and accurate copy of 
which is attached hereto and incorporated herein as "Exhibit G." 

708. The terms and conditions of the aforementioned Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas 
Lease continue to be binding on both Defendant PEOPLES GAS and the FOSTER Family. 

709. Defendant PEOPLES GAS continues to enforce the provisions of the 
aforementioned Gas Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease in regard to the rights of the FOSTER 
Family, namely through the exercise of the continued use of easements on their property with 
gas pipelines and/or subsurface gas storage. 


166 



710. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 


Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease through the release of natural gas, non-potable saltwater, 
and/or other chemical compounds and pollutants into the freshwater supply on the property 
owned by the FOSTER Family and upon which Defendant PEOPLES GAS owns, maintains, and 
operates gas pipelines and/or stores gas. 

711. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease by failing to use due care to protect the freshwater supply on 
the property owned by the FOSTER Family and upon which Defendant PEOPLES GAS owns, 
maintains, and operates gas pipelines and/or stores gas. 

712. Defendant PEOPLES GAS has breached the terms of the aforementioned Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease by failing to provide the FOSTER Family with an alternative 
source of freshwater for domestic and agricultural use following its contamination of their 
freshwater source. 

713. The FOSTER Family are entitled to recover from PEOPLES GAS for all damages 
reasonably foreseeable and arising from PEOPLES GAS' breach of its contractual-required duty of 
care. 

714. The FOSTER Family have been damaged as a direct and/or consequential result of 
the aforementioned breach of contract by Defendant PEOPLES GAS as follows: 

a. Deprivation of the use and enjoyment of their home; 

b. Discomfort from having consumed, bathed in, washed clothes with, and otherwise 
done all domestic activities with water containing the aforementioned offensive 
and harmful gases and fluids; 

c. Discomfort from the inhalation of the aforementioned offensive and harmful 
gases; 
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d. Discomfort from the unreasonable risk of explosion created by the accumulation 
of combustible gas in their home; 

e. Injury to their person through the ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and 
harmful gases and fluids; 

f. Increased risk of injury to their person created, or likely to be created, through the 
ingestion of the aforementioned offensive and harmful gases and fluids; 

g. Physical injury to their property, including the aforementioned contamination of 
their drinking water, contamination of their soil and landscape, physical damage 
to their water well system, and physical damage to their plumbing; 

h. Physical invasion to their property, including the aforementioned physical 
invasion to their drinking water and physical invasion to their soil and landscape; 
and/or 

i. Diminution of value of their property. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, DUANE J. FOSTER and TERESA J. FOSTER, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, in an amount in 
excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00), costs, and for any other relief as is just and proper. 

COUNT LXXXII - RESCISSION OF CONTRACT (FOSTER FAMILY vs. PEOPLES GAS) 

A Separate Action in Equity 

NOW COME Plaintiffs, DUANE J. FOSTER and TERESA J. FOSTER, by and through their 
attorneys, Spiros Law, P.C., and, alternatively to Count LXXXI for Breach of Contract, bring Count 
LXXXII of their Complaint at Law and in Equity against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND 
COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, allege and state as follows: 

715. Plaintiffs, the FOSTER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 2 through 
160 of the Allegations Common To All Counts as though fully set herein. 

716. Plaintiffs, the FOSTER Family, herein repeat and re-allege paragraphs 707 through 
712 of Count LXXXII as though fully set herein. 
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717. The aforementioned breach of contract by Defendant PEOPLES GAS was a material 


breach of the terms of the contract. 

718. Alternatively to the relief requested in Count LXXXI, the FOSTER Family seek 
rescission of the aforementioned contract. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs, DUANE J. FOSTER and TERESA J. FOSTER, pray this Court enter 
judgment against Defendant, THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, declaring the Gas 
Storage Grant - Oil and Gas Lease between the parties is rescinded, entering an order for 
restitution for damages as a result of the material breach of said contract, and for any other relief 
as is just and proper. 


GEORGE R. STANHOPE, et al., Plaintiffs 


BY:_ /s/James D. Spiros 

OF SPIROS LAW, P.C. 


James D. Spiros, No. 6226158 
jspiros(5>spiroslaw.com 
Matthew J. Duco, No. 6296289 
mduco(aispiroslaw.com 

Spiros Law, P.C. 

2807 N. Vermilion, Suite 3, Danville, IL 61832 
Telephone: 217.443.4343 
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MSIVl-Spec. 


GAS STORAGE GRANT 
OIL AND GAS l EAST 


Till* inAtdimmi d.iirii thin 23rd «i.»y of March . I9f>l l«y Cleo F. Siegmund, a 

spinster; and Wilma Brunn, a divorcee not since remarried. 


!»&*] 


hereinafter referred in n.i "Grantor*" (whether nnr nr mnrr), 

WITNE SSE T H: 

’Flint Grantor*. owner* nf the following described land in Champaign 


_County, Illinois, to-wles 


The South 16 acres of the North 66 acres of the West Half -of'the Southeast Quarter 
of Section 15, Township 21 North, Range 7 East of the Third Principal Meridian 
and the South 14 acres of the West Half of the Southeast Quarter of;Section‘l5,*' 
Township 21 North, Range 7 East of the Third Principal Meridian, except a portion 
thereof owned by the Board of Trustees of Shiloh Methodist Church and a tract 
owned by the Town of Newcanb, said combined tracts being described as follows: 
Beginning at the Southwest corner of the Southeast Quarter of said Section 15, 
Township 21 North, Range 7 East of the Third Principal Meridian, and running 
thence North 454.4 feet; thence Ea3t 13 rods; thence South 240 feet; thence East 
100 feet; thence South 100.5 feet; thence East 60 feet; thence South 114 feet to 
the South line of said Section 15; thence West on said South Section line, 374.5 
feet to the place of beginning. 


I •■tstv' 


con*.*»«L;g _ 


28 


.acres iM?:e or lean, hereinafter referred to ns "aaid land" 


For and in consideration of the payment of •--* *».« f '- ^ per acre, receipt of which Is hereby acknowl¬ 

edged, and other food and valuable considerations do hereby GRANT, CONVEY and WARRANT unto THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT 
AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, hereinafter referred to as "Grantee", Its successors and assigns, in reaped to 
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Storage. Reservoir for nil such purpose - ... . 

right, privilege and casement to conduct geological or geophysical surveys, and to drill, Install, maintain, renew, operate, move 
and remove at locations selected by Grantee such wells, pipelines, electric lines and other structures, equipment and appurten¬ 
ances as Grantee may deem necessary or desirable therefor; to remove therefrom all property placed In or on said land bv Grantee, 
including well caainga) to have the tight of ingreea and egress to, from and across aaid land at necessary points; aria tc 


„ . „ , . „ „ 1 stnecessary points; end to do and 

perform such other acts and things an may be necessary for nil foregoing nurpoaes; all as part of and in connection with the gas 
storage moject for the storage of gaa to be conducted on and under said land and lands in the vicinity thereof; and Grantora hereby 
expressly release and waive any right of homestead. 


TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same unto Grantee, its successors and nnsigns, forever, all subject,,however, ro the follow- 
covennnta arid provisions: 

1 In the event tHe consideration heretofore or contemporaneously paid for the rights herein granted is at n^rate not in 
excess of Forty-five Dollars (145.00) per acre, ..Grantee shall pay Grantor each calcndni year, until the rights grnnted hereunder 
arc abandoned and released, an additional consideration a sum equal to Two Dollars (12.00) per acre. Payments for each calendar 
year shall be made on or before Mny 1 of such calendar year. Fajlure to make payment on its due date shnll not result in a for¬ 
feiture of this Agreement. ... , ,, ^ 

2. For each observation well nnd appurtenances drilled upon the snid land. Grantee shnll pay Grantors the sum of 
1250.00, and Grantee shall have and hold determinable fee simple title to no area in tlie_form of a rectangle 25 x 50 feet, a 
longer side of which shall be parallel and adjacent to,a properly line, highway right of way line, section line or quarter section 
line, or an established fence line; Grantee shall pay Grantors for each,injection-withdrawal well drilled the sum of 11,000, and 
Grantee shnll hsve and hold a determinable fee simple title to an amt in the form of a rectangle 200 x 100 feet, a longer side of 
which shall he parallel and adjacent to n property line, highway right of way line, .section line or quarter section line, or an'es¬ 
tablished fence line; Grantee,mny have the temporary use of an area adjoining any such well sites for operations incident to the 
maintenance and repair of wells drilled thereon. Grantee shall give Grantors 30 days’ notice of its intention to have arid hold any 
of the well site/* herein provided for, by U.S. Mail nt Grantors’ last known address orih care of the depository herein designated, 
together with a location survey and legal description of .such well site/s, arid shall at the same time tender the payments in thin 
paragraph pinvided for. Upon tender of payment as aforesaid, and the expiration of the 30 day notice period. Grantee shall there- 
after Have nnd hold the well aite/a described in said notice in fee simple determinable, for so long a period of time as said ■ 
site/s or the equipment thereon is used by Grsnlee in any manner in connection with the underground storage of gas, or the ex- 
tra'ciiqri of minerals by Grantee; Upon the request of Grnntee, Grantors shall furnish any and rill documents requested by Grantee 

, to evidence Grantee** title to such well sites, including, without limitation, general warranty deeds upon the terms herein set 
forth. If Grantee’* title to any such well sites shall terminate for non-user ris herein pto. tiled, Grantee shall, nt the request of , 
Grautors. furnish tn Grantors arclcase of in^ interest Grantee may Have in suiJ well.site; provided, however, that;Gran(ee mny 
- reserve unto itself the exclusive right and privilege to store natural gnr. thereunder. ■ \ - 

3. Gr.mtee shall hsve the option until March I, 1965. to acquire rights of way and easements for the installation of.pipe- r 
• lines and appurtenant facilities (inclusive of electric lines laid in the same trench), across said land which shall include the 

■ right to oprrnte, repair, maintain, remove and replnce such facilities, nnd Grnntee shall.hnvc the right to use in conncction^therc- 
with n strip of land of the width hercinnfier set-forth, at the following prices |>er lineal roil: for pipelines twenty-four (24) inches 
> or more in diameter, a 75-foot atrip, ten dollars Cl 10.00); for pipelines jess than twenty-four (24) inches and more thnn sixteen . 

- (16) inches in diameter, a 50-foot strip, seven dollars and fifty cents ($7.50); for pipelines sixteen (16) inches or less in diameter, 
a 30-foot strip, five dollars (15-00). Payment as aforesaid, for each arid every pipeline proposed to he installed by Grantee, ahall . 
be mode/by-Grantee within thirty (30) days after Grantee has •notified Grantors, by U.S. Mail, of its election to acquire, the right a 

‘.of way'for the future construction of said pipelines. It is agreed that a pipeline need not be laid in the center of its right of way 
'.strip. Grantee shall pay Grantors or their tenants, as their respective interests may appear, for all damages occasioned by the 
.- ,-installatinri,^operation, repair, maintenance, removal or replacement of any of said facilities. Grantee shall bury arid maintain all ; 

- pipelines arid electric lines (except electric lines laid within public highway rights of way) below plow depth, nnd on rcmovuLpr ! 
abandonment of any of the facilities authorized hereunder, shnll restore the surface of said land, as nearly is practicable, to its ' 
original condition. All pipelines shall be located on or within fifty (50) feet of a highway right of-way-line, section line or quarter 

v section line, or established fence line. If Grantee shall have exercised the option granted in this paragraph and shall have laid a 
. pipeline and shall thereafter remove said pipeline arid replace It with another pipeline of the same or leaser diameter. Grantee 
. ahall not be obligated to pay Grantors additional compensation for the right of way. If Grantee shall remove a pipeline arid replace 
• it with a pipeline of greater diameter, Grantee shall pay Grantors.the difference in compensation, if any, between that already . 
paid Grantors for the pipeline removed arid that which Grantee would have paid if the replacement pipeline had been laid in the 
r ; first instnncc. ' ••••.- - T - • : •' \ .... ; .' /v- v • 7 

7 4. All existing tile lines or drains thut may be cut or distiitbciMiy the laying of pipelines shall be repnired by Grantee in . 
good arid woekmnnlike manner, with tile drains supported by substantial iron supports where required, to the end that auch con- 
atructipri shall riot result in dixturhance or interference with tiles and drains nor interfere.with the natural drainage of said land. ; 
Grrintec .agrees thnt if future tiling unavoidably intersects a pipeline, .Grantee will undertake such measures or install such fact- : 
. lities necessary to insure the proper functioning of such tile, .including continuous flow bevond the pipeline. 

• . - >5i' Grnntee in selecting the locntion for any of the above mentioned storage wells shall refrain from drilling or placing 
snid well at a point closer than 300 feet from any existing residential dwelling on Grantor’s property unless Grantor agrcca, in • 
writing, to the location of such well at a lesser distance therefrom. , ; 

6 . Grantee shall, in the course of. all operations in this Agreement authorized, use due care to protect Grontor’a water 
supply. In the event it ja demonstrated that a aource of water supply presently used by Grantor is interrupted by Grantee’s opera- 

. tinn, Grantee ahaH provide an alternate source of water toGrantor for domestic arid agriculturalusc during such period a a Grantor’s 
water supply is so interrupted. • ■ \ .. ■' ' . 

7. All nnyments hereund/y mny be made direct to the Grantors.or deposited to the credit of Grantors at Til6 
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—^ or its successors, which is hereby made the lawful agent of Grantora to receive 

.r :_ li_ ...s .c:_ a ... ■ . 11 ■- , ■ • ■ 


and credit aaid payments and shall continue as the depository of any and all sums payable under this Agreement regardless'of any 
change in ownership of said land. In the event that all or any part of the premises under this Agreement are transferred to any 
heirs, devisees,.grantees, or successors of the Grantors, Grantee shall continue to make the payment to the Grantors as above 
provided until furnished with: (a) proper certified legal documents of such a transfer to enable Grantee to identify the premises so 
transferred and (b) a statement advising Grantee of_ the person or agent to which payment shall be made in lieu of the person or 
agent previously designated herein. Payments made in accordance with this paragraph shall be considered in full compliance with 
the provisions of .this Agreement. 

, 8 .- Grantee and Grantors shall cooperate in securing a division of the taxes assessed upon said land, so that the interests 
of Grnntee in the storage reservoir casements, well sites and appurtenant surface rights will be separately assessed from the in-, 
(crest of Grantors in said lsnd. Grantors and Grantee covenant and.agree that each will satisfy all taxes properly-levied upon its 
interest in said land. 

9. If Grantee ahall permanently abandon the storage of gas under said land and shall not at such time be exercising any 
of the rights granted by the oil and gas lease portion of this instrument, Grantee shall furnish Grantors a duly executed and re¬ 
cordable release of the right', herein granted. 
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Because of the possibility, however slight, that deposits of oil, gas or other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbons may be discovered 
in the'course of the storage operations referred to above, Grantors do, for the consideration hereinabove stated, and the royalties herein¬ 
after provided, further hereby lease and let said land exclusively to Grantee, its successors and assigns, for the purpose of investigating, 
exploring, drilling, prospecting and mining, for and producing oil, gas and all other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbons, and grant to Grantee 
all othe^ rights, privileges and easements necessaty or convenient to the enjoyment thereof, all such tights being hereinafter referred to. 
as leasehold tights. Grantee’s right, granted hy this paragraph, to produce m Petal a shall be limited to those minerals found 500 factor 
more below thb tut face of said land. 


TO HAVE AND TO HOLD .uch loehold right. n«o GM«, It. <acc..»r. .nd ...Igita mill M.rch 1. 1965 >»d » long there- f-V 

aftar ae oil, gas or other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbons are produced from m gne ie steri+uudur said land. 

In the event such oil. gas, or any other gaseous or liquid hydrocarboa la discovered in commercial quantities Grantee agrees to '-w.V,' 

pay royalties m Grantors, their neirs and asaigna, upon the production of such oil, gas or othar gaseous or liquid hydrocarbons, as follows! 

(a) on oil produced and sold from said land, 1/4 of the amount realised frwm such nalei ......... ... 

(b) on gaa, Including casinghead gas or other gaseoue hydreearbone produced and sold frost said land, 1/4 of the amount realised ;f". 

In the event oil, gas or ether gaseous or ilqfcid hydrocarbons are discovered and produced In coeimsrcial quantities in a formation In 

uhleh Orsntee is not storing gas or producing gas. oil or other gaseous or llouid hydrocarbons, Is premises adjacent to the land of Grantors Jj 

hereinabove described, Grantee shall, as a prudsnt oil and gas operator, explore for and diligently attempt to produce oil, gas and other gaseous ^ 

ot liquid hydrocarbons in suck formations, to prevent drainage. 'p' 

Grantee Is hereby authorised, whenever Grantee in its judgment deems it necessary or ndvlanblo, to commuaitixe the leased premises, ^ 

or a part thereof, with neighboring landi such communltixation to be evidenced (a) by a contract between Grants* and the parties owning an - 

interest in such neighboring land) or (b) if Granite herein holds oil and gas leasts covering sack neighboring land, by the exccation and filing 
of record of a declaration of such conuaonitixation. Thereafter, the commencement of any well or the product!oa of oil, gas or edict gaseous %■ 

or liquid hydrocarbons on any part of the communltlsed area shall have the same effect es though sack well were commeacsd, or production • 

had, on the premises hereby leased, and the royalty on the oil or gas produced from the commuiiitiaed area shall be payable to the Grantors 1 

at the rate herein specified, but only in such proportion as the. acreage owned by the Grantore in the commuaitiaed tract shall beat to the 
entire acreage in the commaaitiscd area. v V.,< 1 - l 

If Grantors own a lass iatsrsst In said land than the entire and undivided loo simple estate therein, then the eonalderation In hand ^ 

paid has been, made and the payments provided for shall ba made to Grantors, their assignees or successors la ownership only la the prop™- ' ^ . 

tion which the interest herein of Grantors bears to the whole and undivided fee simple estate. . 

"This instrument ■upniamants^sxid amends an instrument executed by Grantors ia favor of Grants# or Grantee’s predecessors in , - 

interest, datad w>9]3rainDer <7 , I 9 OO (♦said instrument’), and Insofar as the terms of said instrument arc inconsistent with - 4 . 

the term* hereof, tf 


instrument shall be controlling .’ 1 


This Instmment embodies ths entirs agreement between Grantors and Grsntss, and no vsrbal representation of any sgsnt of Grants* 
shall have any fores ot effect. 

The terms, covenants and conditions hereof shall be binding on th* parties hereto, their heirs, successors end assigns. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Instrument, consisting of 1 page, ia executed on th# day and ytar first above written* 

-_(SEAL)__ . , (SEAL) 


The enderslgned, tenant in possession of.th* land described ia the foregoing 
( 110 . 00 ) hereby adopts and joins ia the execution of name, and consents to the sr 
In Grantee, 


ig instrument, la consideration of the payamat of Tea Dollars 
enjoyment by the Grantee the re la of the rights therein united 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT ILLINOIS 


.-.. Nmh, PubU. I. awd Im <aM Cm, I. tbe Smi. 

splnstar 4 Wilma Brunn, a divorcee 

.- subscribed to the foregoing instrument, appeared before mo 

igoed, sealed and delivered tbe said inst rume nt, including the release 
• - free and voluntary aot, foe the uses and p urposes (hertin set forth. 


w-j-jmsc- 


.Kar^h. 


,d. i,^.-rr 


.—. 


Nw.tr Public 
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y TMi hum m u n t <utedthia . ,%19th day ©f Jtejr ih • 196 X by G. E. Viseg&rver, 

Individually end *s Trusts# for the Estate of Snlth Nisegarrer, deceased and 
Harlem Wisagarrsr, his vlfsj 


* (whether one pt wore), 

»ITN£!I(TH, 

. Tint GniMtor*. »«*ttn of thr foflowloit dvoMfWd loffd In_Champaign 


County, Utfnoin, to-wltt 


The South Half of "the South Half of the Southwest Quarter of Section 15} also the North 
Half of the Northwest Quarter of Section 22 j also a tract described as beginning at the 
Northwest atoraar of the South Half of the Northwest Quarter of Section 22, thence East 
160 rods to the East line of the Northwest Quarter of Section 22, thence South to the 
Southeast corner of said Northwest Quarter of Section 22, thence West 713;54 feet, thence 
North 355 feat, thence West 223 feet, thence North 569 feet, thenee West 104 rods to the 
West of the Northwest Quarter or said Section 22, thence North 24 rods to the place 
of beginning, all in Township 21 North, Range 7 East of the Third Principal Meridian 

cnntnfnin, ■ . .161,7?_ _acres more or lesa, hereinafter referred.to ee "aaid lend”, 

For Hod in consideration ef the payment of S-^yty-five D ollars _per acre, receipt of which la hereby acknowl¬ 
edged, and other food end valuable considerations do hereby GRANT, CONVEY and WARRANT onto THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT 
AND COKE COMPANY, an tliinoia corporation, hereinafter referred to aa "Grantee* 1 , ita successors and assigns, in reapect to 
•aid land, the exclusive right, privilege end authority to introduce natural gaa or other gaaea or vapors (all herein referred to ae 
"gas") into any geological strata underlying raid lend not containing oil or gaa hi commercial quantities (aH’aueh strata hying 
T\- referred to ae the "Storage Reservoir**); to store gaa in the Storage Reservoir and to retain tbs possession of gas so stored «■ 

f*. psrsoasl property; to remove gee (with any water vapors absorbed) from the Storage Reservoir, and to use, hold and occupy the 

Storage Reservoir for ell such purposes and in connection therewith and with exploratory operations incidental thereto, the further 
fight, privilege and eas eme nt to conduct geological or geophysical aurveye, and to drill, install, maintain, renew, operate, move 
end remove at locations selected by Grantee each wells, pipelines, electric iince and other structures, equipment end appurten¬ 
ances ae Grantee may deem necessary or desirable therefor; to remove therefrom all property placed in or on said land bv Grantee, 
including well casings; to have the tight of Ingrees and egreas to, from and across said land at necessary points; and to do and 
perform such other acts and things as may be necessary for all foregoing purposes; all as part of and in connection with the gas 
storage t>ro|ect for the storage of gaa to be conducted on and under said land and lands in the vicinity thereof; and Grantors hereby 
eapreeafy release and waive any right of homestead. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same unto Grantee, its successors and assigns, forever, all subject, however, to the follow- 
covenants and provlaiona: 

1. In the event tHe consideration heretofore or contemporaneously paid for the rights herein granted ia at a rate not in 
excess of Forty-five Dollars (145.00) per acre, Grantee shall pay Grantor each calendar year, until the rights granted hereunder 
are abandoned and released, as additional consideration a sum equal to Two Dollars ($2.00) per acre. Payments for each calendar 
year shall be made on or before May 1 of such calendar year. Failure to make payment on ita due date shall not result in a for¬ 
feiture of this Agreement. 

2. For each observation well and appurtenances drilled upon the said land, Grantee shall pay Grantors the sum of 

? >250.00, and Grantee ahall have and hold determinable fee simple title to an. area in the form of a rectangle 25 x 50 feet, a 
onger aide of which shall be parallel and adjacent to a property line, highway right of way line, section line or quarter section 
line, or an established fence line; Grantee shall pay Grantors for each injection-withdrawal well drilled the sum of $1,000, and 
Grantee ahall have and hold a determinable fee simple title to an area in the form of a rectangle 200 x 100 feet, a longer aide of 
which shall be parallel and adjacent to a property line, highway right of way line, section line or quarter section line, or an es¬ 
tablished fence line; Grantee may have the temporary use of an area adjoining any such well sites for operations incident to the 
maintenance and repair of wella drilled thereon. Grantee ahall give Grantors 30 days* notice of its intention to have and hold any 
of the well site/a herein provided for, by U.S. Mail at Grantors’ last known address or in care of the depository herein designated, 
together with a location survey and legal description of auch well aite/a, and shall at the same time tender the payments in this 
paragraph provided for. Upon tender of payment as aforesaid, and the expiration of the 30 day notice period, Grantee ahall there¬ 
after have and hold the well site/s described in said notice in fee simple determinable, for so long a period of time as said 
aite/a or the equipment thereon is uaed by Grantee in any manner in connection with the underground storage of gas, or the ex¬ 
traction of minerals by Grantee. Upon the request of Grantee, Grantors shall furnish any and all documents requested by Grantee 
to evidence Grantee’s title to auch well sites, including, without limitation, general warranty deeds upon the terms herein set 
forth. If Grantee’s title to any auch well sites shall terminate for non-user as herein provided, Grantee shall, it the request of 
Grantors, furnish to Grantors a release of any interest Grantee may have in said well site; provided, however, that Grantee may 
reserve unto itself the exclusive right and privilege to store natural gas thereunder. 

3. Grantee shall have the option until March 1, 1965, to acquire rights of way and easements for the installation of pipe- 
and appurtenant facilities (inclusive of electric lines laid in the same trench) across said land which ahall include the 

• such facilities, and Grantee shall have the right to use in connection there- 


lines and appurtenant facilities (inclu 

right to operate, repair, maintain, remove and replace such facilities, an . 

with a atrip of land of tFe width hereinafter set forth, at the following prices per lineal^qd; for pipelines twenty-four (24) inches 
or more in diameter, a 75-foot atrip, ten dollars ($10.00); for pipelines less than twenty-tour (24) inches and more than sixteen 
(16) inches In diameter, a 50-foot atrip, seven dollars and fifty cents ($7.50); for pipelines kixteen (16) inches or leas in diameter, 
a 3(V-foot atrip, five dollars ($5.00). Payment as aforesaid, for each and every pipeline proponed to be installed by Graatee, shall 
be made by Grantee within thirty (30) days after Grantee has notified Grantors, by U.S. Mail, of its election to acquire the rights 
of way for the future construction of aaid pipelines. It is agreed that a pipeline need not be laid in the center of its right of way 
strip. Grantee shall pay Grantors or their tenants, aa their respective interests may appear, for all damages occasioned by the 
installation, operation, repair, maintenance, removal or replacement of any of aaid facilities. Grantee shall bury and maintain all 
pipelines and electric lines (except electric lines laid within public highway rights of way) below plow depth, and on removal or 
abandonment of any of the facilities authorized hereunder, shall restore the surface of said land, as nearly as practicable, to its 
original condition. All pipelines shall be located on or within fifty (50) feet of a highway right of way line, section line^ quarter N ' 
section line, or established fence line. If Grantee shall have exercised the option granted in this paragraph and shall have laid a 
pipeline and shall thereafter remove said pipeline and replace it with another pipeline of the same or leaser diameter, Grantee 
shall not be obligated to pay Grantors additional compensation for the right of way. If Grantee ahall remove a pipeline and replace 
it with a pipeline of greater diameter, Grantee shall pay Grantors the difference in compensation, if any, between that already 
paid Grantors for the pipeline removed and that which Grantee would have paid if the replacement pipeline had been laid in the 
firat instance. 

4. All existing tile lines or drains that may be cut or distnrbed by the laying of pipelines shall be repaired by Grantee in 
good and workmanlike mariner, with tile drains supported by substantial iron supports where required, to the end that such con¬ 
struction shall not result in disturbance or interference with tiles and drains nor interfere with the natural drainage of said land. 
Grantee agrees that if future tiling unavoidably intersects a pipeline, Grantee will undertake such measures or install auch faci¬ 
lities necessary to insure the proper functioning of auch tile, including continuous flow bevond the pipeline. 

5. Grantee in selecting the location for any of the above mentioned storage wells ahall refrain from drilling or placing 
said well at a point closer than 300 feet from any existing residential dwelling on-Grantor's property unless Grantor agrees, in 
writing, to the location of auch well at a leaser distance therefrom. 

6 . Grantee ahall, in the course of all operations in this Agreement authorized, use due care to protect Grantor's -water 
supply. In the event it is d emon strated that a source of water supply presently nsed by Grantor ia interrupted by Grantee’s opera- 
tion, Graatee ahall provide an alternate source of water to Grantor for domestic aad agricultural use during such period as Grantor's 
water-supply is so interrupted. 

+ 7, All oayments hereunder may be made-direct to the Grantors or deposited to the credit of Grantors frhfimpfl'l grn 
. J i AtlOOfll —— Bank of U > nfllHpft 3 fflV? d- ms - its successors, which is hereby made the lawful agent of Grantors to receive 
and.Credit aaid payments and shall continue aa the depository of any and all sums payable under this Agreement regardless of any 
change In ownership Of aaid land. In the event that all or any part of the premises under this Agreement are transferred to any 
heirs, devisees, .grantees, or successors of the Grantors, Grantee ahall continue to make the payment to the Grantors aa above 
provided until furnished with: (a) proper certified legal documents of such a transfer to enable Grantee to identify the premises ao 
transferred aad (b) a statement advising Grantee of the person or,agent to which payment shall be made in lieu of tnc person or 
hgeet previously designated herein. Payments made in accordance with this paragraph shall be considered in full compliance with 
the provisions of this Agreement. 

8. Grantee and Grantors shall cooperate in securing a division of the taxes assessed upon aaid land, so Hist the interests 
•* Grantee la the storage reservoir easement*, well bites and appurtenant surface rights will be separately assessed from the in¬ 
terest of Grantors in said land. Gran tor a and Graatee covenant and agree that sach will satisfy all taxes properly levied upon its 
iateKst in said land. 

?• If Grantee shall permanently abandon the storage of gas under said land and shall not at auch time ba exercising any 
the rights granted by the oil and gas lease portion of this iastrument, Grantee shall furnish Grantors a duly executed ami re¬ 
cordable release of the rights herein granted. 
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Because ml the possibility, however * light, that d«po«it> of #11, go* or other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbon* may be discovered 
in the* course el the storage operation* referred to above. Grantors do, for the consideration hereinabove stated, and the royalties herein¬ 
after provided, ferthei hereby lease and let said land exciusiveiv to Grantee, its successors and assign*, for the purpose of investigating, 
exploring, drilling, prospecting and miaing foe and, producing oil, g** *rd ail other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbon r, and grant to Grantee 
all other rights, privijeaiftf Sdd'easement a necessary .sir'. conveaieafW'rtte enfoyhem thereof, ail aech rights being Hereinafter.referred to 
as leasehold *ig|U|V GfltftedVjHbht, ■ granted by tWa peragrhpft, to pr o d u c e mine rals shall be limited to those minerals fesrad 500 feet or 
wore below the a Ur face of said land. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD such leasehold rights unto Grants*, its succecaors and aaalgnU until March 1, 1965 and so long there¬ 
after as oil, gas or other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbon* are produced from *r igas la emiad under said land. 

Ia the event such oil. gas, or any other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbon la discovered in commercial quantities Grantee apses to 
pay royalties tp Grantors, th*ir hair* and assigns.upon the p roduction of such oil, gas or other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbons, a* foliowst 

(a) on ell produced and said from said Tend, 1/4 of the a sa r ant realised from aocfc eale| ... , , 

(b) on gas. Including: coaieghend gas Or ether gausses hydrocarbon# pr o du ced .aod aold hum- —Id ls#di 4/4 of the swoons realised 

*** die event mil, s*s er ether gaseous er iiqhfd hydrossrbeae sib discovered end produced la C emmerulal qsnatide* In a formnUep In 
«bl«h Grantee ia HUt rtnr mg gag er prudes lax gee. ott er ether pedeee* * Uquid bydredutbawa, le premlaea adfeecm to the fond of Grantor# 
herrluabova described, 0***tee shall, mm a prudent ell and sec apsrats#, captors for and dill gently attempt reproduce nil, gas sad other gaseous 
“ hydrocarbons fo aech formations, tm prevent drainage* 


erehtaba 
« liquid 


Interest 
of record 
or liquid 
had, on l.._ 

m the t**e .. 

•mire acreage in the 


. .. _... .. .. ..must*_____, .... 

hydrocarbon* ea any part ef the csmmenltlked arse ahall have the aaam effect at though such welt wefe or 
the preadaea hereby leased, and the royalty on the ell dr gas produced (torn the commsnluasd area shall he payable to the Greatore 
ms herein specif led, bet eel y ia as k - **- - -' ... 


bet only 
si Used art 


imeaced, sr production 

ha royally on the all dr gas produced from the cowmuaiUaod area shall he payable to the Greatore 
ssch prepurtiea a« ihe acreage owned by the Gretkters In the cemmcsltlaed tract shell hear te the 


paid has 
tlon which 


•This insi 
interest, 
the terms 


’ Grantors own a leas Interest hi said land than the entire and undivided fee simple estate therein, than the coosideratlom t* hand 
been made end the pe r mea t e provided for ahell be made to Grantors, their assignees sr successors in ownership only la the propt*- 
h the Interest herein of Grantors bears to the whole and undivided fee simple estate. 

instrument aoeplemeats.aad amen 

13 ~ ■ 19 

is hereof, this Instrument shall he 


isn^ an instrument executed by^ Gran tor a in favor of Grantee or Grantee's predecassota ia 


19 60 ('said instrument*), and 
controlling-.** 


asofar as the teim* of said Instrument are inconsistent qrith 


This In at rum** t emhedies the entire agreement between Chanters end Creates, and no verbal r epr es s eta tlon of ady agent of Ordetce 
•hall have any farce er effect. \ 

The terms, ceveeanta and cnadhleas hereof shall hs binding on the parties hereto, their heirs, sw ees sem ndtstlgts* 

IN VtTtyf&S WHEREOF, thin Instrument, eon si sting ef 1 pngs, is executed on the dny and yens first shove wr it ten . 


Q, S. Wi««g*r»er/ Indiridually and as 
Trusts, for th^/Estat« of Saith 

(35A L)__ 

fSEAL) 

««AU 

r flEAU 

Visagarrar, daoaasad 

(SEAL) . • • 

_ (UAL) 

— "TflUXin^ flJjAl r QAnrtA^ 

«*AC1 

naALt 
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GAS STORAGE GRANT 
PIPELINE RIGHT OF WAY AND EASEMENT 


THIS INSTRUMENT dated this _ 

Luln Kuhns, a widow 


26th 


. day of 


October 


, 19 by- 


hereinafter referred to as "Grantors" (whether one or more), 

W I T N E SSETH; 

That Grantors, owners of the following described land in Champaign County, Illinois,.to wit: 

The Southwest (Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 22; the South 10 
acres of the Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 22, and the 
North 60 rods of the West 56 rods of the Northwest Quarter of the Northeast 
Quarter of Section 22, a l l in Township 21 North, Range 7 East of the Third 
Principal Meridian 


containing _ 


71 


_ acres more or less, hereinafter referred to as "said land" 


For and in consideration of the payment of $63»00 per acre, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, and other good and valuable 
consideration do hereby GRANT, CONVEY and WARRANT unto THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, 
hereinafter referred to as "Grantee", its successors and assigns, in respect to said land, the exclusive right, privilege and authority to 
introduce natural gas or other gases or vapors (all herein referred to as "gas”) into any geological strata underlying said land not con¬ 
taining oil or gas in commercial quantities (ali such strata being referred to as the "Storage Reservoir"); to store gas in the Storage 
Reservoir and to retain the possession of gas so stored as personal property; to remove gas (with any water vapors absorbed) from the 
Storage Reservoir; and to use, hold and occupy the Storage Reservoir for all such purposes and in connection therewith and with explora¬ 
tory operations incidental thereto, the further right, privilege and easement to conduct geological or geophysical surveys, and to drill, 
install, maintain, renew, operate, move and remove at locations selected by Grantee such wells, pipelines, electric lines and other struc¬ 
tures^ equipment and appurtenances as Grantee may deem necessary or desirable therefor; to remove therefrom all property placed in or 
on said land by Grantee, including well casings; to have the right of ingress and egress to, from and across said land at necessary points; 
and to do and perform such other acts and thjngs as may be necessary for all foregoing purposes; all as part of and in connection with 
the gas storage project for the storage of gas to be conducted on and under said land and lands in the vicinity thereof; and Grantors hereby 
expressly release and waive any right of homestead. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same unto Grantee, its successors and assigns, forever, all subject, however, to the following 
covenants and provisions: 

1. In tne event the consideration heretofore or contemporaneously paid for the rights hereinabove granted is at a rate not in excess 
of Forty-five Dollars (145.00) per acre. Grantee shall pay Grantor each calendar year, until the rights granted hereinabove are abandoned 
and released, as additional consideration a sum equal to Two Dollars ($2.00) per acre. Payment for each calendar year shall be made on 
or before May 1 of such calendar year. Failure to make payment on its due date shall not result in a forfeiture of this Agreement. 

2. For each observation well and appurtenances drilled upon the said land. Grantee shall pay Grantors the sum of S250.00, and 

Grantee shall have and hold determinable fee simple title to an area in the form of a rectangle 25 x 50 feet, a longer side of which shall 
be parallel and adjacent to a property line, highway right of way line, section line or quarter section line, or an established fence line, 
Grantee shall pay Grantors for each injection-withdrawal well drilled the sum of S1,000, and Grantee shall have and hold a determinable 
fee simple title to, an area in the form of a rectangle 200 x 100 feet, a longer side of which shall be parallel and adjacent to a property 
line, highway right of way line, section line or quarter section line, or an established fence line; Grantee maiy have the temporary use of 
an area adjoining any such well sites for operations incident to the maintenance and repair of wells drilled thereon. Grantee shall give 
Grantors 30 days’ notice of its intention to have and hold any of the well site/s herein provided for, by U.S. Mail at Grantors’ last known 
address or in care of the depository herein designated, together with a location survey and legal description of such well site/s, and 
shall at the same time tender the payments in this paragraph provided for. Upon tender of payment as aforesaid, and the expiration of the 
30 day notice period. Grantee shall thereafter have and hold the well site/s described in said notice in fee simple determinable, for so 
long a period of time as said site/s or the equipment thereon is used by Grantee in any manner in connection with the underground st 
of ” ~ '' . .... . . - . . _ - 


gas. Upon the request of Grantee, Grantors shall furnish any and all documents requested by Grantee to evidence Grantee’s title "to 
ich well sites, including, without limitation, general warranty deeds upon the terms herein set forth. If Grantee’s title to any such well 
sites shall terminate for non-user as herein provided. Grantee shall, at the request of Grantors, furnish to Grantors a release of any interest 
Grantee may have in said well site; provided, however, that Grantee may reserve unto itself the exclusive right and privilege to store 
natural gas thereunder. 

3. Grantee in selecting the location for any of the above mentioned storage wells shall refrain from drilling or placing said well 
at a point closer than 300 feet from any existing residential dwelling on Grantor’s property unless Grantor agrees, in writing, to the location 
of such well at a lesser distance therefrom. 

In addition, for and in consideration of payments as specified in Paragraph 1 below, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, and 
other good and valuable consideration. Grantors ao hereby GRANT, CONVEY and WARRANT to Grantee, its successors and assigns the 
right, privilege and easement to construct within said land and to reconstruct, operate, maintain, inspect, test, repair, alter, replace, 
move, remove, change the size of and abandon in place an initial pipeline and any additional pipelines desired by Grantee for the trans¬ 
portation off'&as, oil or other substances transportable by pipeline, together with all other rights necessary or convenient for the enjoyment 
of the rights, privileges and easements hereby granted. As used herein the word "pipeline” shall also include such surface and sub¬ 
surface appurtenances and facilities as_ are necessary or convenient in the judgment of Grantee for the operation or maintenance of any 
such pipeline. Grantee shall have the right of ingress and egress over said land at convenient points for the exercise of the rights, priv¬ 
ileges and easements herein granted. Grantors hereby release and waive all rights and benefits under applicable homestead exemption 
laws. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same unto Grantee, its successors and assigns, forever, all subject, however, to the following 
covenants and provisions: 

1. All rights, privileges and easements granted hereunder for pipelines shall be limited to a strip of land for each pipeline of the 
width hereinafter set forth at the following price per lineal rod: for pipelines twenty-four (24) inches or more in diameter, a 75-fdot strip, 
ten dollars ($10.00); for pipelines less than twenty-four (24), inches and more than sixteen (16) inches in diameter, a 50-foot strip, seven 
dollars and fifty cents (|/.50)^ for pipelines sixteen (16) inches or less in diameter, a 30-foot strip, five dollars ($5.00). Payment as 
aforesaid, for each and every pipeline to be installed by Grantee, shall be made by Grantee within thirty (30) days after the pipeline has 
been installed. Any pipeline constructed hereunder need not be laid in the center of its right of way strip. Grantee shall pay Grantors or 
their tenants, as their respective interests may appear, for all damages occasioned by the installation, operation, repair, maintenance, 
removal or replacement of any of said facilities. Grantee shall bury and maintain all pipelines and electric lines (except electric lines 
laid within public highway rights of way) below plow depth, and on removal or abandonment of any of the facilities authorized hereunder, 
shall restore the surface of said land, as nearly as practicable, to its original condition. All pipelines shall be located on or within fifty 
(50) feet of a highway right of way line, section line or quarter section line, or established fence line. If Grantee shall have laid a pipeline 
and shall thereafter remove said pipeline and replace it with another pipeline of the same or lesser diameter. Grantee shall not be obli - 
gated to pay Grantors additional compensation for the right of way. If Grantee shall remove a pipeline and replace it with a pipeline of 
greater diameter. Grantee shall pay Grantors, the difference in compensation, if any, between that already paid Grantors for the pipeline 
removed and that which Grantee would have paid if the replacement pipeline had been laid in the first instance. 

2. All existing tile lines or drains that may be cut or disturbed by the laving of pipelines .shall be repaired by Grantee in good 
and workmanlike manner, with tile drains supported by substantial iron supports where required, to the- end that such construction shall 
not result in disturbance or interference with tiles and drains nor interfere with the natural drainage of said land. Graqtee agrees that 
if 'future tiling unavoidably intersects a pipeline. Grantee will undertake such measures or install such facilities necessary to insure 
the proper functioning of such tile, including continuous flow beyond the pipeline. 

Grantee shall, in the course of all operations in this Agreement authorized, use due care to protect Grantor’s water supply. In 
the event it is demonstrated that a source of water supply presently used by Grantor is interrupted by Grantee s operation. Grantee shall 
provide an alternate source of water to Grantor for domestic and agricultural use during such period as Grantor’s water supply is so 
interrupted. 

All payments hereunder may be made direct to the Grantors or deposited to the credit of Grantors at ----- 


_Bank of _ 


, or its successors, which is hereby made 


the lawful agent of Grantors to receive and credit said payments and shall continue as the depository of any and all sums payable under 
this Agreement regardless of any change in ownership of said land* In the event that all or any part of the premises under this Agreement 
are transferred to any heirs, devisees, grantees, or successors oFtEe Grantors, Grantee shall continue to make the payment to the Gran¬ 
tors as above provided until furnished with: (a) proper certified legal documents of such a transfer to enable Grantee to identify the 
premises so transferred and (b) a statement advising Grantee of the person or agent to which payment shall be made in lieu of the person 
or agent previously designated herein. Payments made in accordance with this paragraph shall be considered in full compliance with 
the provisions of this Agreement. . 

Grantee and Grantors shall cooperate in securing a division of the taxes assessed upon said land, so that the interests of Gran¬ 
tee in the storage reservoir easements, pipeline easements, well sites and appurtenant surface rights will be separately assessed from 
the interest of Grantors in said land. Grantors and Grantee covenant and agree that each will satisfy all taxes properly levied upon its 
interest in said land. , 

If Grantee shall permanently abandon the storage of gas under said land and shall pot at such time be exercising any of the rights 
granted by the pipeline easement portion of this instrument. Grantee shall furnish Grantors a duly executed and recordable release of 
the rights herein granted. 
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If Grantors own a less interest in said land than the entire and undivided fee simple esfate therein, then the consideration in 
hand paid has been made and the payments provided for shall be made to Grantors, their assignees or successors in ownership only in 
the proportion which the interest herein of Grantors bears to the whole and undivided fee simple estate. 

This Instrument embodies the entire agreement between Grantors and Grantee, and no verbal representation of any agent of Grantee 
shall have any force or effect. . .... 

- The terms, covenants and conditions hereof shall be binding on the parties hereto, their heirs, successors and assigns. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Grantors have caused this Instrument to be executed as of the day and year first above written. 


. (SEAL) 
. (SEAL) 




. (SEAL) 
. (SEAL) 


_(SEAL) _ 


. (SEAL) 


. (SEAL) _ 


. (SEAL) 


The undersigned, tenant in possession of the land described in the foregoing instrument, in consideration of the payment of Ten 
Dollars ($10.00) hereby adopts and joins in the execution of same, and consents to the enjoyment by the Grantee therein of the rights 
therein vested in Grantee. 


-c S lS 


Th 


_day of. 


c ?><^-roBeR 


-, 


. (SEAL) 


.(SEAL) 


INDIVIDUAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT 


STATE OF ILLINOIS 


COUNTY, DF I £r/\J 

7 /. 

^ Eula Kuhns, 

joe^: loregoing instrut 

‘t / f * rid & iWey^?>a£d , instrument as _ 
hgnd and official s 

. c>V'.$iG4'■ iN'. JW? 

.*i<v f 


_, a Notary Public in and for said County in the State aforesaid, do 

8. WlLdOW _ personally known to me to be the same person whose 

^ ^tune‘s foregoing instrument, appeared before me this day in person and acknowledged that_ 3x16 _ 

-fa&y___ free and voluntary act, for the uses and purposes therein set forth. 

seal this j[_ day of _ 




JOINT ACKNOWLEDGMENT 


STATE OF ILLINOIS 


COUNTY OF . 

I, _ 


S.S. 


-_— - , a Notary Public in and for said County in the State aforesaid, do hereby 

certify that___and _.___ _ 

his wife, personally known to me to be the same persons whose names are subscribed to the foregoing instrument, appeared before me this 
day in person and acknowledged that they signed and delivered said instrument as their free and voluntary act, for the uses and purposes 
therein set forth. 

GIVEN under my hand and official seal this _day of___ , A.D. __ . 

(SEAL) 


Notary Public 


My Commission expires: 
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GAS STORAGE GRANT 
OIL AND GAS L EASE 


m 


Thin instrument dated thin 


person as Cecili a M . R flPP .- 


a.,, -r Feh-niary _, 196 lb, Cecelia . M. Rapp , a widow , 


hereinafter referred to an "Grantors" (whether one or more), 

WITNESSETH: 

That Grantors, owner* of the following described land in- Ch&Efl p— 


_County, Illinois, to-wit: 


The Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 22, 
except a strip off the east side two rods wide at tKe south end and one 
and one-half rods wide at the north end; and 

The South Half of the North Half of Section 21; and 
The South 56 rods of phe West 104 rods of the Northwest Quarter 
of Section 22, except one acre being 8 rods east and west and 20 rods north 
and south joining Shilo Cemetery on the west side and being part of the 
Southeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of said Section 22, said 1-acre 
tract being more particularly described as: Beginning 56 rods and 20 lengths 
west of the Southeast Corner of the Northwest Quarter of said Section 22, 
thence West 8 rods, thence North 20 rods, thence East 8 rods, thence South 
20 rods to the place of beginning, 

all in Township 21 North, Range 7 East of the Third Principal Meridian, 


L 


containing - 2^6. 


.acres more or less, hereinafter referred to as "said land” 


m 




For and in consideration of the payment of _ 


$ 65.00 


_per acre, receipt of which is hereby acknowl¬ 


edged, and other good and valuable considerations do hereby GRANT, CONVEY and WARRANT unto THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT 
AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinois corporation, hereinafter referred to as "Grantee", its successors and assigns, in respect to 
said land, the exclusive right, privilege and authority to introduce natural gas or other gases or vapors (aUherein referred to as 
"gas”) into any geological strata underlying said land not containing oil or |as in commercial q uantities (all such strata being 
referred to as the "Storage Reservoir”); to store gas in the Storage Reservoir and to retain the possession of gas so stored as 
personal property; to remove gas (with any water vapors absorbed) from the Storage Reservoir; and to use, hold and occupy the 
Storage Reservoir for all such purposes and in connection therewith and with exploratory operations incidental thereto, the further 
tight, privilege and easement to conduct geological or geophysical surveys, and to drill, install, maintain, renew, operate, move 
and remove at locations selected by Grantee such wells, pipelines, electric lines and other structures, equipment and appurten¬ 
ances as Granted may deem necessary, or desirably therefor; to remove therefrom all property placed in or on said land by Grantee, 
including well casings; to have the right of ingrees and egress to, from and across said land at necessary points; and to do and 
perform such other acts and things as may be necessary for all foregoing purposes; all as part of and in connection with the gas 
storage project for the storage of gas to be conducted on and under said land and lands in the vicinity thereof; and Grantor* hereby 
expressly release and waive any right of homestead. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same unto Grantee, its successors and assigns, forever, all subject, however, to the follow- 
covenants and provisions: 

L In the event tlie consideration heretofore or contemporaneously paid for the rights herein granted is at a rate not in 
excess of Forty-five Dollars (145.00) per acre, Grantee shall pay Grantor each calendar year, until the rights granted hereunder 
are abandoned and released, as additional consideration a sum equal to Two Dollars (12.00) per acre. Payments for each calendar 
year shall be made on or before May 1 of such calendar year. Failure to make payment on its due date shall not result in a for¬ 
feiture of this Agreement. 

2. For each observation well and appurtenances drilled upon the said land, Grantee shall pay Grantors the sum of 
1250.00, and Grantee shall have and hold determinable fee simple title to an area in the form of a rectangle 25 x 50 feet, a 
longer side of which shall be parallel and adjacent to a property line, highway right of way line, section line or quarter section 
line, or an established fence line; Grantee shall pay Grantors for each injection-withdrawal well drilled the sum of 11,000, and 
Grantee shall have and hold a determinable fee simple title to an area in the form of a rectangle 200 x 100 feet, a longer side of 
which shall be parallel and adjacent to a property line, highway right of way line, section line or quarter section line, or an es¬ 
tablished fence line; Grantee may have the temporary use of an area adjoining any such well sites for operations incident to the 
maintenance and repair of wells drilled thereon. Grantee shall give Grantors 30 days’ notice of its intention to have and hold any 
of the well site/s herein provided for, by U.S. Mail at Grantors' last known address or in care of the depository herein designated, 
together with a location survey and legal description of such well site/s, and shall at the same time tender the payments in this 
paragraph provided for. Upon tender of payment as aforesaid, and the expiration of the 30 day notice period, Grantee shall there¬ 
after have and hold the well site/a described in said notice in fee simple determinable, for so long a period of time as said 
site/s or the equipment thereon is used by Grantee in any manner in connection with the underground storage of gas, or the ex¬ 
traction of minerals by Grantee. Upon the request of Grantee, Grantors shall furnish any and all documents requested by Grantee 
to evidence Grantee's title to such well sites, including, without limitation, general warranty deeds upon the terms herein set 
forth. If Grantee’s title to any such well sites shall terminate for non-user as herein provided, Grantee shall, at the request of 
Grantors, furnish to Grantors a release of any interest Grantee may have in said well site; provided, however, that Grantee may 
reserve unto itself the exclusive right and privilege to store natural gas thereunder. 

3. Grantee shall have the option until March 1, 1965, to acquire rights of way and easements for the installation of pipe¬ 
lines and appurtenant facilities (inclusive of electric lines laid in the same trench) across said land which shall include the 
right to operate, repair, maintain, remove and replace such facilities, and Grantee shall have the right to use in connection there¬ 
with a strip of land of the width hereinafter set forth, at the following prices per lineal rod: for pipelines twenty-four (24) inches 
or more in diameter, a 75-foot strip, ten dollars (110.00); for pipelines less than twenty-four (24) inches and more than sixteen 
(16) inches in diameter, a 50-foot strip, seven dollars and fifty cents ($7.50); for pipelines sixteen (16) inches or less in diameter, 
a 30-foot strip, five dollars ($5.00). Payment as aforesaid, for each and every pipeline proposed to be installed by Grantee, shall 
be made by Grantee within thirty (30) days after Grantee has 'notified Grantors, by U.S. Mail, of its election to acquire the rights 
of way for the future construction of said pipelines. It is agreed that a pipeline need not be laid in the center of its right of way 
atrip. Grantee shall pay Grantors or their tenants, as their respective interests may appear, for all damages occasioned by the 
installation, operation; repair, maintenance, removal or replacement of any of said facilities. Grantee shall bury and maintain all 
pipelines and electric lines (except electric lines laid within public highway rights of way) below plow depth, and on removal or 
abandonment of any of the facilities authorized hereunder, shall restore the surface of said land, as nearly as practicable, to its 
original condition. All pipelines shall be located on or within fifty (50) feet of a highway right of way line, section line or quarter 
section line, or established fence line. If Grantee shall have exercised the option granted in this paragraph and shall have laid a 
pipeline and shall thereafter remove said pipeline and replace it with another pipeline of the same or lesser diameter, Grantee 
shall not be obligated to pay Grantors additional compensation for the right of way. If Grantee shall remove a pipeline and replace 
it with a pipeline of greater diameter, Grantee shall pay Grantors the difference in compensation, if any, between that already 
paid Grantors for the pipeline removed and that which Grantee would have paid if the replacement pipeline had been laid in the 
first instance. 

4 . All existing tile lines or drains that may be cut or disturbed by the laying of pipelines shall be repaired by Grantee in 
good and workmanlike manner, with tile drains supported by substantial iron supports where required, to the end that such con- 

. struction shall not result in disturbance or interference with tiles and drains nor interfere with the natural drainage of said land. 
Grantee agrees that if future tiling unavoidably intersects a pipeline, Grantee will undertake such measures or install such faci¬ 
lities necessary to insure the proper functioning of such tile, including continuous flow beyond the pipeline. 

5. Grantee in selecting the location for any of the above mentioned storage wells shall refrain from drilling or placing 
said well at a point closer than 300 feet from any existing residential dwelling on Grantor's property unless Grantor agrees, in 
writing, to the location of such well at a lesser distance therefrom. 

6. Grantee shall, in the course of ail operations in this Agreement authorized, use due care to protect Grantor’s water 
supply. In the event it is demonstrated that a source of water supply presently used by Graotor is interrupted by Grantee’s opera¬ 
tion, Grantee shall provide an alternate source of water to Grantor for domestic and agricultural use during such period as Grantor's 
water supply is so interrupted. 

.. 7- All payments hereuncUr mav bo madexHrtct to the Grantors or deposited to the credit of Grantors at-Champaign 

-afl LAPn a -i-- Bank of V-TTiampaI g u , x •‘by fts successors, which is hereby made the lawful agent of Grantors to receive 

and credit said payments and shall continue as the depository of any and all sums payable under this Agreement regardless of any 
change in ownership of said land. In the event that all or any part of the premises under this Agreement are transferred to any 
heirs, devisees, .grantees, or successors of the Grantors, Grantee shall continue to make the payment to the Grantors as above 
provided until furnished with: (a) proper certified legal documents of such a transfer to enable Grantee to identify the premises so 
transferred and (b) a statement advising Grantee of the person or agent to which payment shall be made in lieu of the person or 
agent previously designated herein. Payments made In accordance with this paragraph shall be considered in full compliance with 
the provisions of this Agreement. 

8. Grantee and Grantors shall cooperate in securing a division of the taxes assessed upon said land, so that the interests 
of Grantee in the storage reservoir easements, well sitM and appurtenant surface rights'will be separately assessed from the in¬ 
terest of Grantors in said land. Grantors and Grantee covenant and agree that each will satisfy all taxes properly levied upon its 
interest in said land. 

9. If Grantee shall permanently abandon the storage of gas under paid land and shall not at such time be exercising any 
of the rights granted by the oil and gas lease portion of this instrument, Grantee shall furnish Grantors a duly executed and re¬ 
cordable release of the rights herein granted. 
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Because of the possibility, however slight, that deposits of oil, gas or other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbons may be discovered 
in the course of the storage operations referred to above, Grantors do, for the. consideration hereinabove stated, and the royalties herein* 
after provided, further hereby lease and let said land exclusively to Grantee, its successors and assigns, for the purpose of investigating, 
exploring, drilling, prospecting and mining for and producing oil, gas and all other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbons, and grant to Grantee 
all other rights, privileges and easements necessary or convenient to the enjoyment thereof, all such rights being hereinafter referred to 
as leasehold rights. Grantee's right, granted by this paragraph, to produce minerals shall be limited to those minerals found 300 feet or 
more below the surface of said land. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD such leasehold rights unto Grantee, its successors and assigns until March 1, 1965 and so long there¬ 
after as oil, gas or ocher gaseous or liquid hydrocarbons are produced fromjaa^a* ins t a te d u a d a s said land. 

In the event such oil. gas, or any other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbon is discovered in commercial quantities Grantee agrees to 
pay royalties to Grantors, their heirs and assigns, upon the production of such oil, gas or other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbons, as follows: 

(a) on oil produced and sold from said land, 1/4 of the amount realised from such sale; 

(b) on gas, including casinghead gas or other gaseous hydrocarbons produced and sold from said land, 1/4 of the amount realised 

from such sale. . „ ...... . .... , , 

In the event oil, gas or other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbons are discovered and produced In commercial quantities in a formation la 
»hich Grantee is not storing gas or producing gas, oil or other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbons, in premises adjacent to the land of Grantors 
hereinabove described, Grantee shall, as a prudent oil and gas operator, explore for and diligently attempt te produce oil, gae and other gaseous 
or liquid hydrocarbons in such formations, to prsvent drainage. 

Grantee Is Hereby authorized. whenever Grantee in ita judgment deems it necessary or advisable, to communitlze the leaaed promisee, 
ce a part thereof, with neighboring land} auch communirlxation to be evidenced (a) by a contract between Grantee and the parries owning an 
Interest in such neighboring land; or (b) If Grantee herein holda oil and gas leases covering such neighboring land, by the execution and filing 
of record of a declaration of such communitization. Thereafter, the commencement of any well or the production of oil, gas or other gaseous 
or liquid hydrocarbons on any part of the communitlsed area shall have the same effect as though such well were commenced, or production 
had, on the premises hereby leased, and the royalty on the oil or gaa produced from the communitixed area shall be payable to the Grantors 
at the mte herein specified, but only in such proportion as the acreage owned by the Grantors in the communitlsed tract shall bear to the 
entire acreage in the communitixed area. 

If Grantors own a less interest In said land than the entire and undivided fee simple estate therein, then the considerntlon in hand 
paid has been made and the payments provided for shall be made to Grantors, their assignees or successors in ownership only la tne propor¬ 
tion which the interest herein of Grantors bears to the whole and undivided fee simple estate. 

This Instrument embodies the entire agreement between Grantors and Grantee, and no verbal representation of any agent of Grantee 
shall have any force or effect. 

The terms, covenants and conditions hereof shall be binding on the parties hereto, their heire, successors and as si gae. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this instnunent, consisting of 1 page, la executed on the day and year first above written. 


The uri^eralgned, tenant In poaseaslow of the lan d d es c r ib ed hrthe foregoing instrument, In consideration ti the p ay am Ut of Ten Dollars 
.00) hereby adopts and )olns In the execution of same, and contents to the enjoyment by the Grantee therein of the rlghw therein vested 



(110.00) he 
in Grantee. 


__ (5EAL) 

STATE OF - - - - fMOPPJS., 

Count, . CkWAJU*.}- ACKNOWLEDGMENT ILLINOIS 

1,.......a Notary Public in a ad fee said Gmaty la the State 

tfe r cri4a°^! ,, teapp t ‘ #y thBt Cece] - ia Rapp, a widow, being one and the same person, 

personally xnown to iW /o be the same person - - - « whose name - - - i«- ------ subscribed to the foregoing instr us t s h^g|P' me 

this day in person and acknowledged that - - - - signed, sealed and dslivered the said iaatnisM^^n^ltAiifligT^/y^leas^ 

and waiver of the right of homestead, as ------hftC ...... - ... - - free and voluntary set, for the Uses a 

..._ft f _ ■ _ _ _ i .l i. JO /O February 


GIVEN under my hand and notarial seal this- 
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Grantee b hereby an 
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Inter**! fa such dei^ibottne land; or (b) If Grantee her tin held* oil end fee Isa ass covering each neighboring farad,.bp the eeecutlon end filing 
of record Of a declaration ol each comment fixation, Thereafter, the co m men rums at of any wall or die production of oil, 91 a ot ether gaseeua 
or liquid hydrocarbona on any part ol the com muni died area ahall have the same effect as thoagh aach wall were commenced, or production 
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between Grantors and Grantee, and no vsrbot representation of any agent of Grantee 
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Tbs terms, covenants slid conditions hereof ehatl be binding on the ponies hereto, their baits, successors and assigns, 
IN WITNESS WIIERfiOl', this instrument, consisting of 1 pege, iu executed on the day and year Aral above written, 

■ (seal) • ___ 
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U J? ___(SEAL)____ 
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.(SEAL). 
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, (SEAL) s, 


. (SEAL) 
.(SEAL) 
.(SEAL) 
.(SEAL) 


signed, tenent In yosseealen of.th* land described in the foregoing Instrument, in eenaldafutlon of the payment of Ten Dollars 

to the enf ~ 

day of.March .■. ..., .; .■ , 19^ 


fllO.OO) hereby adt^ita and joins in tK*> taeeulion of same, and consents to {be enjoyment by the Grant** therein of the rights therein vested 
in Grantee. 


( 8 EAL) 


STATE W * - JWtiibftiS. . -- 
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.(SEAL) 


ACKNOVLEDGMENT ILLINOIS 

....... ............. w Notary Publi* hi and for Said County In the Stut* 

id,J. F. £®»tgr £i _he 5 husband and Alice Andrews 


foregoing inatrument, appeared before me 
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and w*tsbtof komestsad, as •• . - ....u«©A3?. ..... . . ftf*and voluntary set, tat the uses and.purposes therein set forth. 
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GAS STORAGE GRANT 
OIL AND GAS LEASE 


MFC 21715-? 
MFC 21714-4 
MFC 21722-'3 


Thle leelntmrnt HeteJ till* 20th 

May E. Hannah, his vita 


d«> ei March 


, 190. by Roy V. Hannah and 


hereinafter referred In a* VGrantor*" (whether one or more), 

WITNESSETHi 

That Grantor*, owner* of the following described land In 


_County, Illinois, to-wit! 


The Southeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 15}' the West 8 acres 
of the South 24 acres of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of 
Section 14} the North 48 rods of the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter 
of Section 22 and the North 60 rods of the East 24 rods of the Northwest 
Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 22 all in Township 21 North, Range 
7 East of the Third Principal Meridian 


containing . 


.acre* more or leaa, hereinafter referred to aa "aaid land", 


For and in eonaiderntion of the payment nf Six ty —f 3-V6 Dp lift 1*8 per acre, receipt of which la hereby acknowl¬ 
edged, and other good and valuable consideration* do hereby GRANT, CONVEY and WARRANT unto THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT 
AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinoia corporation, hereinafter referred to aa "Grantae", Its aucccaaora and assigns, in raapect to 
aaid land, the exclusive right, privilege and authority to introduce natural gaa or other gaaea or vapors (all herein referred to aa 
"gas") into any geological strata underlying aaid land not containing oil or aas in commercial quantities (all'aueh strata being 
referred to as the "Storage Reservoir"); to store gaa in the Storage Reservoir and to retain the possession of caa so stored aa 
personal property; to remove gas (with any water vapors absorbed) from the Storage Reservoir; and to use, hold and occupy the 
Storage Reservoir for all euch purposes and in connection therewith and with exploratory operations incidental thereto,' the further 
right, privilege and casement to conduct geological or geophysical surveys, and to drill, install, maintain, renew, operate, move 
and removr at locations selected by Grantee such weila, pipelines, electric lines and other structures, equipment and appurten¬ 
ances as Grantee may deem necessary or desirable therefor; to remove therefrom all property placed In or on said land by Grantee, 
including well casings; to hava the right of ingrees and egress to, from and across aaid (and at necessary points; and to do and 
perform such other acta and things aa may be necessary for all foregoing purposes; all aa part of and in connection with the gaa 
storage project for the storage of gaa to be conducted on and under said land and lands in the vicinity thereof; and Grantors hereby 
expressfy release and waive any right of homestead. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same unto Grantee, its successors and assigns, forever, all aubjact, however, to the follow- 
covenants and provisions: 

1. In the event the consideration heretofore or contemporaneously paid for the rights herein granted ia at a rate not in 
exceaa of Forty-five Dollars (145,00) per acre, Grantee shall pay Grantor each calendai year, until the rights granted hereunder 
are abandoned and released, aa additional consideration a sum equal to Two Dollars (12.00) per acre. Payment* for each calendar 
year shall be made on or before May 1 of such calendar year. Failure to make payment on its due date shall not result in a for¬ 
feiture of this Agreement. 

2. For each observation well and appurtenances drilled upon'the said land. Grantee shall pay Grantors the sum of 
$250.00, and Grantee shall have and hold determinable fee simple titje to an area in the form of a rectangle 25 x 50 feet, a 
longer aide of which shall be parallel and adjacent to a property line, highway right of way line, section line or quarter section 
line, or an established fence line; Grantee shall pay Grantors for each injection-withdrawal well drilled the sum of $1,000, and 
Grantee shall have and hold a determinable fee simple title to an area in the form of a rectangle 200 x 100 feet, a longer aide of 
which shall be parallel and adjacent to a property line, highway right of way line, section line or quarter section line, or an es¬ 
tablished fence line; Grantee may have the temporary use of an area adjoining any such well sites for operations incident to the 
maintenance and repair of wells drilled thereon. Grantee shall give Grantors 30 days’ notice of its intention to have and hold any 
of the well aite/s herein provided for, by U.S. Mail at Grantors’ last known address or in care of the depository herein designated, 
together with a location survey and legal description of such well site/a, and shall at the same time tender the payments in this 
paragraph provided for. Upon tender of payment as aforesaid, *nd the expiration of the 30 day notice period, Grantee shall there¬ 
after have and hold the well site/s described in said notice in fee simple determinable, for so long a period of time as said 
aite/n or the equipment thereon is used by Grantee in any manner in connection with the underground storage of gas, or the ex¬ 
traction of minerals by Grantee. Upon the request of Grantee, Grantors shall furnish any and all documents requested by Grantee 
to evidence Grantee’s title to such well sites, including, without limitation, general warranty deeds upon the terms herein aet 
forth. If Grantee’s title to any such well sites shall terminate for non-user as herein provided, Grantee shall, at the request of 
Grantors, furnish to Grantors a release of any interest Grantee may have in said well site; provided, however, that Grantee may 
reserve unto itself the exclusive right and privilege to store natural gas thereunder. 

3. Grantee shall have the option until March 1, 1965, to acquire rights of way and easements for the installation of pipe¬ 
lines and appurtenant facilities (inclusive of electric lines laid in the same trench) across said land which shall include the 
right to operate, repair, maintain, remove and replace such facilities, and Grantee shall have the right to use in connection there¬ 
with a atrip of land of the width hereinafter set forth, at the following prices per lineal rod: for pipelines twenty-four (24) inches 
or more in diameter, a 75-foot atrip, ten dollars ($10.00); for pipelines less than twenty-four (24) inches and more than aixteen 
(16) inches in diameter, a 50-foot atrip, seven dollars and fifty cents ($7.50); for pipelines sixteen (16) inches or less in diameter, 
a 30-foot atrip, five dollars ($5.00). Payment as aforesaid, for each and every pipeline proposed to be installed by Grantee, shall 
be made by Grantee within thirty (30) days after Grantee has notified Grantors, by U.S. Mail, of its election to acquire the rights 
of way for the future construction of aaid pipelines. It is agreed that a pipeline need not be laid in the center of its right of way 
strip. Grantee shall pay Grantors or their tenants, as their respective interests may appear, for all damages occasioned by the 
installation, operation, repair, maintenance, removal or replacement of any of said facilities. Grantee shall bury and maintain all 
pipelinea and electric lines (except electric lines laid within public highway rights of way) below plow depth, and on removal or 
abandonment of any of the facilities authorized hereunder, shall restore the surface of said land, as nearly as practicable, to its 
original condition. All pipelines shall be located on or within fifty (50) feet of a highway right of way line, section line or quarter 
section line, or established fence line. If Grantee shall have exercised the option granted in this paragraph and shall have laid a 
pipeline and shall thereafter remove said pipeline and replace it with another pipeline of the same or lesser diameter, Grantee 
shall not be obligated to pay Grantors additional compensation for the right of way. If Grantee shall remove a pipeline and replace 
it with a pipeline of greater diameter, Grantee shall pay Grantors the difference in compensation, if any, between that already 
paid Grantors for the pipeline removed and that which Grantee would have paid if the replacement pipeline had been laid in the 
first instance. 

4. All existing tile lines or drains chat may be cut or disturbed by the laying of pipelines shall be repaired by Grantee in 

good and workmanlike manner, with tile drains supported by substantial iron supports where required, to the end that such con¬ 
struction shall not result in di sturbance or interference with tiles and drains nor interfere with the natursl drainage of said land. 

Grantee agrees that, if future tiling unavoidably intersects a pipeline, Grantee will undertake auch measures or install such faci¬ 
lities necessary to insure the proper functioning of such tile, including continuous flow beyond the pipeline. 

5- Grantee in selecting the location for any of the above mentioned storage wells shall refrain from drilling or placing 

ant'd well ut a point closer than 300 feet from any existing residential dwelling on Grantor’s property unless Grantor agrees, in 
writing, to the location of such well at a lesser distance therefrom. 

6- Grantee shall, in the course of all operations in this Agreement authorized, use due care to protect Grantor's water 
supply. In the event it is demonstrated that a source of water supply presently used by Grantor is interrupted by Grantee’s opera¬ 
tion, Grantee shall provide an alternate source of water toGrantor for domestic and agricultural use during such period as Grantor’s 
water supply is so interrupted, 

,7. AU payments here 
Bank 


. . w .. its successors, which is hereby made the lawful agent of Grantors to receive 

and credit said payments and shall continue as the depository of any and all sums payable under this Agreement regardless of any 
change in ownership of said land. In the event thnt all or any part of the premises under this Agreement are transferred to any 
heirs, devisees,-grantees, or successors of the Grantors, Grantee shall continue to make the payment to the Grantors as above 
provided until furnished with: (a) proper certified legal documents of such a transfer to enable Grantee to identify the premises so 
transferred and (b) a statement advising Grantee of the person or agent to which payment shall be made in lieu of the person or 
agent previously designated herein. Payments made in accordance with this paragraph shall be considered in full compliance with 
the provisions of this Agreement. 

8. Grantee and Grantors shall cooperate in securing a division of the taxes assessed upon said land, so that the interests 
of Grantee in the storage reservoir easements, well sites and appurtenant surface rights will be separately assessed from the in¬ 
terest of Grantors in said land. Grantors and Grantee covenant and agree than each will satisfy all taxes properly levied upon its 
interest in said land. 

9. If Grantee shall permanently abandon the storage of gas under said land and shall not at such time be exercising any 
of the rights granted by the oil and gas lease portion of this instrument, Grantee shall furnish Grantors a duly executed and re- 
corJnble release of the rights herein granted. 


Lirect to the Grantors or deposited to the credit of Grantors at. First 
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EXHIBIT C 













Because of the possibility, however slight, that deposits of oii, gas or other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbons may be discovered 
in the'course of the storage operations referred -to above, Gtantora do, for tl|e consideration hereinabove stated, and the royalties herein* 
after provided, further hereby lease and let said land exclusively to Grantee, its successors and assigns, for the purpose of investigating, 
exploring, drilling, prospecting and mining, (or and producing oil, gas, and- all other faamvmm or liquid hydrocarbons, and grant to Grantee 
all other rights, privileges and easements necessary or convenient to the enjoyment thereof, all aoch righta being hereinafter referred to 
as, leasehold tights. Grantee's right, granted by this paragraph, to produce minerals shaili'be limited ter those mineral a found 300 feet or 
more below the surfnee of said land. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD auch leasehold rights unto Grantee, its successors and asslgaa until March 1, 1965 and ao long there- 
aftar as oil, gas or other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbons art produced from os goo la stare d undor said land* 

In tho evant such oil, gaa, or any other gaseous or liquid hydrocar boa is discovered in commercial quantities Grantee agrees to 
pay royalties tp Grantors, their Hairs and aaaiana.upoa tho production of such oil, gaa or other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbona, as follows! 

(a) bn oil produced and sold, fromi said land, 1/4 of the amount realised from such ealei .. . ...... ... 

(b) on gaa, Including casinghead gaa or other gaseous hydrocarbon# produced and sold from sold land, 1/4 of tho amount mall sod 

from such sale. . ....... . . 

tn the event all, gas or othor gaseous or HqbJd hydrocarbons are discovered sad p roduced In c u rn a m rc lol quantities Inn formation la 
uhleh Grantee Ip not staring gaa or producing gas. oil or other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbons, In premises adjacent to the land of Grantor# 
hereinabove described, Grantee shall, ad a prudent ell and gas operetta, explore for and diligently attempt to predoee oil, gas and other gaseous 
or liquid hydro carhops la such formations, to prevent drainage* 

Grantee Is hereby authorised, whenever Owner in Its judgment deems It necessary se advisable, to t otamu n lHke the leased premises, 
cr a part theieof, with neighboring landt such comment ti nation to bo evidenced (a) by a contrast between Ornate* and the pa/Hes owning an 
Interest In such aelghborfnn landt or (b) If Grantee herein holds oil and gOs leases covering such nelxhbotleg land, by the execution and filing 
of record of a declaration of such communitisation. Thereafter, the commeacvment of any well Of the production of oil, gas or ether gaseous 
or liquid hydrocarbons ea say part of tho cemmunitiscd area shall bava the name effect as thoudi such well were commenced, or production 
had, on the premises hereby leased, and the royalty on tho oil or gas produced from the commualtlaod area ahall bo payable to tho Granibre 
•t the rate heteln specified, but only la such proportion as the acreage owned by the Grantors In tho c omm on!Used tract shall bear to tho 
entire acreage la the communHIsed area. 

If Grantors own n leas Interest In said land than tha entire and undivided fee simple estate therein, then the consideration In hand 
paid has been made and tha payment* provided for shall ba made to Grantors, their assignees or successors In ownership only in the propor¬ 
tion which the internet herein of Grantors bears to the whole sad undivided fee simple estate. 




interest, datad JtpwqnPqr 
the terma hereof, this instrument si 


___an instrument executed by Grantors in favor of Grants# or Grantee's predecessors In 

19 37 ('said instrument’), and insofar as the terms of said Instrument arc inconsistent with 
be controlling." 


This Instrument embodies the entire agreement between Orantors and Grantee, and no verbal represent**las of any agont of Grantee 
shell have any fores or effect. 

The terms, covenants and conditions hereof shall be bladiag on the parties hereto, their helre, sueceesore and assigns, 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this instrument, consisting of 1 page, ia executed on the day sad year first above written. 


Roy W. Hannah 
Hay E. Hannah 


The undersigned, tenant la posiesalon of.the land described ia the foregoing iaetr um eat, in consideration of tho pnyamnt of Ton Dollars 
B) hereby adopts and joins la the execution of tamo, and consents to the enjoyment by the Grantee therein of the righta therein vested 


(110.00) hereby adopts and joins la the execution of same, and consents I 
In Grantee, 

Dan. im._ 3-0 _... .1 March 


County of • v » 


kkU.v.p. 


. ftrvL U .. . 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT ILLINOIS 


aforesaid, do hereby certfly that % H 

personally knows to me ta be the same Qraea-^ - - ♦ wkra 
this day ia parses and acknewledged that - * - 
and waiver of tjfet right of homestead, as - - • 


Notary Public brand for aqld < 

haiooih > h \ 

same «£- - - subscribed to the foregoing la strums Ww^sre-, ^ 

........ i|g a «d, sealed sad delivered the said bwtruaM^J^i^|&riesp^: 

........... bee and velnntary act, fee tho usee sad ' 

V r 




GIVEN under my hand and notarial seal this* - - - • . ....... 4 mf ef. . . 

My csmmlsalon expire ,,\^CU4.Z»....^A,D. 19C- . 
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CASEMENT tOtKWfcOCT EXPLORATORY OPERATION* 
OPTION TORCAS STORAGE EASEMENT 

OH ANOJOAS lease •• 

I3t& _<Nr .^-Qctobtr , _-, 


hereinafter referred t«v** toate,/>Of »*4r*')y/' 


Section 26, thuct North lift rod#, townee Sect to the oeatar of tow Sangcaon 
Kivur, thance Southeaatarly Along toe cantor of Mid rivsr 2l* rods, tosCoe 
Neat to' a eire feac* on too last took 'ef Mid rirar, thanes Southerly feUee 
lag toe last tusk of sold river to toe South line of toe Sodto om'hsir «T « 
SerttoMt ftBeHer of said SeetiM26, theme tost to the pointer fcegfawtog 
/ and toe North 32 rods of the WostSO rede of the Sortoeest Quarter of toe 
Vertoopeet Qbartar of Section 26; a j»art of Section 47 described as feUenei 
Beginning at toe Sort beast ecnasr'of the South tow-half of the Southeast , 
i Quarter of said Section 27» ’ fb e h cai 'r to ol ug Stoat alongtoe Kfuth line ef eeld 
5 Sonto poetoalf ef to* Southeast Quarter of Section 27 * distance ef 6*4 fcet ; 
f townee North 2»t28 feet to a point W5 feet feet ef toe &et lin of geld 
Section *7, them* fast 665 feet to epoiat m tha Jbat line ef add Section 
27, toence South 2,223 feet to toe point of heftontog. She that coe-half of 
too Northeast Quarter of toe Rortomat Quarter kX Section 26, and a tract of 
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■22&r*sE 

lleerto^ *«mge if. fast St f 1 
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Section 26 eecept that portion ef .toe Sertheest Quarter ,ef toe Soath mst Quarter 
of aaid Section 26, ehicb is Seat of toe eentar of toe ganSW" Hirer, subject 
to a right of ingress and agreee from toe lest described preadem along the fast 
30 feet «f the SeetbNast Quarter Of toe Soethmst Quarter ef mid Section 26; 
and alee except the folleetng deecrlhed tract: Beglnnlag at tow Northeast 
'comer ‘of ‘toe Southeast 'Quarter ef tow funtoweet ''Quarter of Section 26, toence " ' 
East 10 feet, townee South parallel to tow fast line of toe Southwest Qaurter 
ef the Seuthweet Quarter to a point fun feat Seat ef the Southeast comer of - 
toe Sootoeaet Quarter of the Sootoeaet Quarter toence Melt 90 feet, thence 
North parallel to toe Seat line ef tow IsQtoweet Quarter of the ioatowest 
Quarter toe paint SO feet Nhetand if5 Spwt Se«to of the lerttweet earner of 
toe Soathmst Quarter ef to* Southeast Qctoftcr, thaiwe Wart pemllel to tow 
Merto Urn ef toe Soctoueet Quarter of to* Oeothceat QuarterSM fact ware ar 
lees to tow caster line of the Nawg—to Siwgy thanoe Narthaaaterljr along 'tow 
cantor line ef the dangaeon giver to tow Berth. line ef toe Sou th mat Quarter; 
of the Soethmst Qtorter, theme -Seat fi«tofotld»orto Oto# to tow pegat ef 
beginning; the South one-half eftoa Nmtha a a t Quitter of tha Southwest 
Quarter ‘and tow Scrth NO rods of toe S|(et. 13 rvU of the Southeast Quarter 
of tha Seuthaeat Quarter, except the Shot 20 feet thereof ef eeld Section 26. 

Fart of tha Southeast Quarter of toe Northwest Quarter of Section 26# 
tog at towSootomst esnwr of tow Sooth p m half ef toe Ncrtoarort Quarter of 
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acres more or less, hereinafter referred to as ’’said land”, 


For and in consideration of the payment of One Dollar ($1.00) per acre, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, do hereby GRANT 
CONVEY and WARRANT unto THE PEOPLES GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY, an Illinoi s corporation, hereinafter referred to as ’’GRANTEE* 
its successors and assigns, in respect to said land, the right, privilege and easement for a period of three (3) years from the date hereof P 
conduct geological and geophysical exploratory operations In, under and upon said land, including, but not limited t^, the drilling of tes 
wells for the purpose of ascertaining the geological structure/a underlying said land and the further right to inject and withdraw gas on ; 
pilot or test basis only, under said land (said infection and withdrawal to be completed within the period of the rights herein granted) and i; 
connection therewith, the further fight, privilege and easement to install such pipelines, electric lines and other structures, equipment an 
appurtenances as Grantee may deem necessary or desirable; to remove therefrom all property placed in or on said land by Grantee; to hav 
the right of ingress and egress to, from and across said land at convenient locations. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same unto Grantee, its Successors and assigns, for the period of three (3) years from the date hereo 
provided, however, that Grantee shall have the right, upon the payment of an equal sum, to extend the period of the aforementioned rights fc 
three (3) years (such 3.-year period, or any extension thereof, hereinafter referred to as "the option period"). 

Grantors further grant unto Grantee the right and option, to be exercised by written notice given to Grantors, sent by certified mai 
on or before the expiration of the option period, said notice to describe said land or such portion thereof upon which such option is exercised 
and upon the payment to Grantors of the sum of Sixty-five Dollars (165.00) per acre, less such sums per acre theretofore paid under the term 
of this instrument to Grantors, and Grantors agree upon the receipt of the written notice as provided herein and upon the payment of such sum 
that Grantee shall have, and Grantors hereby GRANT, CONVEY and WARRANT, upon the exercise of the option by Grantee, the exclusiv 
right, privilege and easement to introduce natural gas or other gases or vapors (all herein referred to as "gas") into any geological strat 
underlying said land or such portion thereof upon which such option is exercised not containing oil or gas in commercial'.quantities (all sue 
strata herein referred to as the "Storage Reservoir"); to store gas in the Storage Reservoir and to retain the possession of gas so stored a 
personal property; to remove gas (with any water vapors absorbed) from the Storage Reservoir; and in connection therewith and with explorator 
operations incidental thereto, the further right, privilege and easement to conduct geological or geophysical surveys, and to drill, install 
maintaia, renew, operate, move and remove at locations selected by Grantee such wells, pipelines, electric lines and other structures, equipmer 
sad appurtenances as Grantee may deem necessary or desirable therefor; to remove therefrom all property placed in or on said land by Grantee 
including well casings; to have the right of ingress and egress to, from and across said land, or such portion thereof upon which such optio 
is exercised, at convenient points; and to do and perform such other acts and things as may be necessary or convenient for all foregoing put 
poses; all as part of and in connection with the gas storage project for the storage of gas to be conducted on and under said land and land 
in the vicinity thereof; and Grantors hereby expressly release and waive any right of homestead, all subject, however, to the following covenant 
and provisions: 

1. In the event Grantee shall not exercise the option herein granted on or before the expiration of the option period, Grantee shall 
after such expiration, upon request of Grantor, execute a valid release of all rights herein granted. 

2. Without regard to the payments hereinabove provided for, Grantee shall pay Grantors (a) for each exploratory well without above 
ground permanent appurtenances drilled on said land during the option period, the sum of $50.00; (b) for each observation well and its appurt 
enances drilled on said land the sum of J250.00; (c) for each injection- withdrawal well drilled after the exercise of the option hereinabov 

•provided for the sum of $1,000.00: (d) for each lineal rod of pipeline (inclusive of electric lines installed in its trench) not located on a publi 
highway the sum of Ten Dollars ($10.00) for said pipeline if twenty-four (24) inches or more in diameter, Seven Dollars and Fifty Cents (17.5C 
for such pipeline if it is less than twenty-four (24) inches and more than sixteen (16) inches in diameter, and Five Dollars ($5.00) if sue! 
pipeline is sixteen (16) inches or less in diameter; (e) for each lineal rod of electric line not located on public highway or in pipeline trench 
the sum of F’ive Dollars ($5.00); and (f) for all other installations the reasonable compensation therefor. Payment for any well shall be mad 
prior to its installation, and payment for any other facility shall be made promptly after installation. 

3. Grantee covenants that any exploratory well drilled during the option period shall be cased and valved at the surface or plugge' 
in accordance with applicable stare regulations. 

4. Grantee shall pay Grantors, their successors in interest and/or tenants, as their respective interests may appear, for all damage 
to growing crops and timber, fences and improvements, occasioned by the installation, maintenance, operation, renewal or removal of pipeline, 
or other facilities, except at well sites. 

5. Grantee may occupy for each storage injection - withdrawal well, its fixed appurtenances and any structures and equipment necessar 

to its operation, an area in the form of a rectangle two hundred feet by one hundred feet, the longer sides of which shall be adjacent to a pre 

perty line or a quarter section line, and Grantee may have temf^rary use of an adjoining area for operations incident to the operation, main 
tenanee or repair thereof. Grantee may enclose all or any part of. each .guch well site area with a fence, and shall at Grantor's written reques 
so enclose each such well and ita appurtenances. 

6. Grantee may occupy for each observation well, its fixed appurtenances, and any structures and equipment necessary to its operation 

an area in the form of a rectangle 25 feet by 50 .feet, the longer sides of which shall be parallel to a property line or a quarter section line 

and Grantee may have temporary use of an adjoining area for operations incident to the operation, maintenance or repair thereof. Grantee ma; 
enclose all or any part of each such well site area with a fence,. and shall, at Grantor's, written request, so enclose each such well and it! 
appurtenances. 

7. Grantee shall bury and maintain all pipelines and electric lines (except where electric lines are pn public highways) f>elow plov 
depth, and on the removal or abandonment of any of the facilities authorised hereunder, shall restore the surface of said land as near as practic 
able to its original condition. All pipelines shall be located on or within fifty feet of a property or quarter section line. 

8. All tile drains that may be cut or disturbed by exercise of any of the rights hereby granted shall be repaired by Grantee in a gooc 
and workmanlike manner, withtile drains supported by substantial iron supports where required. 

9. Grantee in selecting the location for any of the above mentioned storage wells shall refrain from drilling or placing said well at a 
point closer than 300 feet front any existing residential dwelling on Grantor's property unless Grantor agrees, in writing, to the location oj 
such well at a lesser distance therefrom. 

10. Grantee shall, in the course of all operations in this Agreement authorized, use due care to protect Grantor’s water supply. In th< 
event it is demonstrated that a source of water supply presently used by Grantor is interrupted by Grantee’s operation, Grantee shall provide 
an alternate source of water to Grantor for domestic and agricultural ,uae during such period as Grantor’s water supply is so interrupted. 

Because of the possibility, however slight, that oil, gas : or other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbons may be discovered in the course O! 
the exploratory operations referred to above, Grantors do, for the consideration hereinal>ove stated, and the royalties hereinafter provided, 
further hereby lease and let said land exclusively to Grantee, its successors and assigns, for the purpose of investigating, exploring, drilling, 
prospecting and mining for and producing oil. gas and all other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbons, and grant to Grantee all other rights, privileges 
and easements necessary or convenient to the enjoyment tkrrrof. 
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, TCV HAVE AN1> TO HOLD such leasehold rights untoGrnitfee, its siict'rssors ar»d'>assigns, for the option period and so long thereafter 
as oil', gai’Oc other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbons are produced from the.'above.'described premises. 

* ^ ?V cl » °*1» g**» or any other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbon \is discovered in commercial' quantities in the course of such 

exploratory operations, Grantee agrees to pay royalties to Gran toys, their heirs and assigns, upon the production of such oil, gas or other 
gaseous Or liquid'hydrocarbons, as follows: 

(a) on oil produced and'said from said landy 1/4 of the amount realised from such sale; 

(b) on gas, -including casinghead gas or other gaseous hydro car bo as produced and sold from said land, 1/4 of the amount realized 

from su,ch aale». "r \ >. 

In the eVent. oil,, gga,Or other gaseous or liquid hydrocarbons are discovered and produced in commercial quantities in a formation in 
v4>ich Grgnte* is hpt 'gtortnll gaa or producing gas, oil Or other-gaseous- or liquid hydrocarbons, in premises adjacent to the land of Grantors 
hereinabove describiM^'Grantee shall, as a prudent oil and gas operator t explore tor and diligently attempt to produce oil, gas and other gaseous 
or liquid hydrocarbong in such formations, to prevent drainage., 

Grant eat. is hereby authorized, whenever Grantee ib its judgment deems it necessary or "ad sizable, to communitize the leased premises, 
or a part thereof, ddth 1 , neighboring land; such communitization tO be evidenced (g) by a contract between Grantee and the parties owning an 

interest in such neighboring land; or (b) if Grantee herein holds oiL and gas leases covering such neighboring land, by the execution and filing 

of recotd of » declaration of such communitization. Thereafter,, the commencement of any well or the production of oil, gai or other gaseous 
or liquid hydrocarbons on any part of the communitized area shall have- the same effect as though such well were commenced, or production 
had, on the premises hereby, leased, and the royalty on the oil or gas produced from the communitized atea shall be payable to the Grantors 
at the’ rate herein specified,- bar only in such proportion as the acreage owned, by.the Grantors in the communitized tract shall bear to the 
entire acreage in , the communitized area. 

If Grantors own a less interest in said land than the entire and undivided fee simple estate therein, then the consideration in hand 
paid has been made and the payments provided for in paragraphs 1 and 2 hereof shall be made to Gran tor their assignees or successors in 
ownership only in the proportion which rhe interest of Grantors bears to the whole and undivided fee simple estate. 

This Inatridkfent embodies the entire agreement between Grantors and Grantee, and no verbal representation of any agent of Grantee 
shall have any force or effect. . - . 

w 

The terms, covenants and conditions hereof shall be binding on the parties hereto, their heirs, successors and assigns. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this instrument, consisting of 1 page, is executed on the day and year first above written. 



The undersigned, tenant in possession of the land described in the foregoing instrument, in consideration of the payment of Ten Dollars 
($10.00) hereby adopts and joins in the execution of same, and" consents to the enjoyment by the Grantee therein of the rights therein vested 
in Grantee. *77 

Dated this_ . . . day of _ O^-To SGK- , m ££', 







ACKNOWLEDGMENT ILLINOIS 


aforesaid, do hereby certify that I/ 

Jason C. Boater and(Battle A. Boater, hia wife 


■ a Notary Public in and for said County in the State 


^ kdw*** ,hal 


«• be the aame person*- - - -.vrhoac name®- 
la^lfha» - -- .-**i^^* - * - - - - 


subscribed to the forgoing instrument, appeared before me 

■ signed, sealed'and delivered the said instrument, including the release 

■ - - - free and voluntary ape* for the uses and purposes therein set forth. 




hf notarial seal this-> “ ^ 

- - *1- -A.D. £ 


day of - - - - 
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